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Thornberry 
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Weldon (FL) 
Westmoreland 

NOT VOTING—17 
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Cubin 
Cummings 

Fossella 
Hunter 
Keller 
Murphy (CT) 
Payne 
Putnam 

Reyes 
Rodriguez 
Salazar 
Saxton 
Serrano 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes left. 

b 1906 

Messrs. PENCE and GINGREY 
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to establish the Honorable 
Stephanie Tubbs Jones Fire Suppres-
sion Demonstration Incentive Program 
within the Department of Education to 
promote installation of fire sprinkler 
systems, or other fire suppression or 
prevention technologies, in qualified 
student housing and dormitories, and 
for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia). Pursuant to 
clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will post-
pone further proceedings today on mo-
tions to suspend the rules on which a 
recorded vote or the yeas and nays are 
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

NORTH KOREAN HUMAN RIGHTS 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2008 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and concur 
in the Senate amendments to the bill 
(H.R. 5834) to amend the North Korean 
Human Rights Act of 2004 to promote 
respect for the fundamental human 
rights of the people of North Korea, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendments 

is as follows: 
Senate amendments: 
On page 3, beginning on line 4, strike the 

comma and all that follows to the end period 
and insert the following: ‘‘and has increased 
the bounty paid for turning in North Korean 
refugees’’. 

On page 3, beginning on line 11, strike ‘‘, 
including’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘killings’’ on line 17. 

On page 4, line 4, strike ‘‘On February’’, 
and insert the following: ‘‘Since the passage 
of the North Korean Human Rights Act, Con-
gress has on several occasions expressed in-
terest in the status of North Korean refu-
gees, and on February’’. 

On page 4, line 19, strike ‘‘at overseas 
posts’’. 

On page 5, line 10, after ‘‘should’’, insert 
‘‘continue to’’. 

On page 6, line 3, strike ‘‘rights, humani-
tarian, and refugee issues,’’ and insert the 
following: ‘‘rights and humanitarian issues, 
and to participate in policy planning and im-
plementation with respect to refugee 
issues,’’. 

On page 7, line 20, strike ‘‘$4,000,000’’ and 
insert ‘‘$2,000,000’’. 

On page 9 line 13, after ‘‘including’’, insert 
the following: ‘‘, in coordination with the 
Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migra-
tion,’’. 

On page 9, line 21, strike ‘‘coordinate’’ and 
insert ‘‘participate in the formulation and’’. 

On page 11, line 13, strike ‘‘paragraphs’’ 
and insert ‘‘paragraph’’. 

On page 11, strike line 14 and all that fol-
lows through line 19. 

On page 12, lines 3 and 4, strike ‘‘may be 
provided in a classified format, if necessary’’ 
and insert the following: ‘‘shall be provided 
in unclassified form, with a classified annex, 
if necessary’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. SCOTT) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion, and I yield myself as much time 
as I may consume. 

I wanted to first thank our colleague 
and the ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, Ms. ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN of Florida, who intro-
duced this important legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, the human rights situa-
tion in North Korea remains one of the 
bleakest on the planet. This is an ex-
traordinarily important piece of legis-
lation which speaks to some extraor-
dinary abuses of human rights in North 
Korea. 

As we speak, millions of North Kore-
ans live in desperate conditions; polit-
ical, economic, and religious freedoms 
are nonexistent, and many are starving 
and undernourished and live in fear of 
arbitrary arrests when they know they 
may be tortured or executed. 

The North Korean government knows 
that access to information outside the 
country is a threat to the regime’s con-
trol, and so it maintains an absolute 
grip over all legal media using it to 
manipulate the population into believ-
ing that life is no better anywhere else 
on the planet. 

Those who manage to leave the coun-
try in North Korea face further danger. 
They face denial of rights and threats 
to their lives. China stubbornly refuses 
to categorize North Koreans who flee 
horrific living conditions and persecu-
tion as refugees. Instead, they label 
them as ‘‘economic migrants.’’ This 
disingenuous semantic trick relieves 
Beijing of its obligation to assist the 
North Koreans who escape into China 
in accordance with international con-
ventions on refugees to which Beijing 
is a signatory. 

North Koreans are routinely arrested 
and abused by the Chinese authorities 
and sent back to North Korea where 
they are considered traitors. Upon re-
turn, they are arrested. They’re likely 
tortured, and sometimes, Mr. Speaker, 
they are killed. 

The suffering people of North Korea 
need assistance. And in 2004, Congress 
passed with overwhelming bipartisan 
support the North Korea Human Rights 
Act in an effort to focus U.S. attention 
on their plight. This Act provided new 
resources to assist North Korean refu-
gees, support democracy and human 
rights programs and improve access to 
information through radio broadcasts 
and other activities. It is also required 
that the President appoint a special 
envoy on North Korean human rights. 

Our bill, H.R. 5834, reauthorizes this 
vitally important legislation. The cur-
rent bill extends the North Korean 
Human Rights Act through fiscal year 
2012 and enhances the role of the spe-
cial envoy by making it an ambassa-
dorial rank and requiring it be a full- 
time position. 

H.R. 5834 was passed by the House on 
May 15 of this year, and the Senate 
made minor amendments to the bill on 
September 22. 

Mr. Speaker, the North Korean 
Human Rights Act has been instru-
mental in ensuring the issue of human 
rights for North Koreans remains a key 
priority of U.S. policy toward North 
Korea. I strongly support this legisla-
tion. It is badly needed. And I encour-
age my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to yield myself such time as 
I may consume. 

I rise in strong support, also, of H.R. 
5834, the North Korean Human Rights 
Reauthorization Act, which I intro-
duced with my good friend from Cali-
fornia, the chairman of our committee, 
Howard Berman, earlier this Congress. 
We passed this bill, Mr. Speaker, 4 
months ago in a strong demonstration 
of this body’s continued commitment 
to human rights, to transparent hu-
manitarian assistance, and to refugee 
protection for the people of North 
Korea. 

On Monday, the Senate followed our 
bipartisan lead and unanimously sup-
ported this bill with minor modifica-
tions, which is why we are taking it up 
again today. 

I would like to thank Chairman 
BIDEN and Ranking Member LUGAR and 
their staffs for their input and their as-
sistance. Special thanks to my friend, 
Senator SAM BROWNBACK, for his long- 
standing leadership on the issues of 
North Korea human rights, and his ef-
forts were instrumental in securing a 
successful outcome in the Senate. 

b 1915 
During our initial House floor debate 

in May, Mr. Speaker, we discussed the 
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