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Program so that homeowners will con-
tinue to have access to flood insurance, 
but also to protect the American tax-
payer at the same time. I urge passage 
of this bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time, al-
though I have no further speakers. 

Mr. WATT. I thank the gentlewoman 
for her excellent presentation on this. 
If she is prepared to yield back, I am 
also prepared to yield back. 

Mrs. CAPITO. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
support the reauthorization of the National 
Flood Insurance Program. 

To be clear, there are certainly issues that 
Congress must address in any future consid-
eration of the flood insurance program. But 
first and foremost, we must ensure that the 
NFIP continues to protect our communities. 

The NFIP was established to provide home-
owners with protection from flood, following 
recognition that the private market was simply 
not capable of providing the necessary cov-
erage. The program, which has been oper-
ating since 1968, is integral to ensuring that 
homeowners in high-risk areas, such as my 
South Florida district, are able to receive ade-
quate protection from flood and are able to 
swiftly recover following a disaster. 

In Broward County, we currently have over 
400,000 residential NFIP policies in place— 
which is more policies than any other county 
in the nation. Palm Beach County is also near 
the top of the list with over 150,000 NFIP poli-
cies. 

The stability provided by the NFIP allows 
homeowners to responsibly insure their prop-
erty from flood damage, which is especially 
important given the active the nature of this 
year’s hurricane season. 

It’s important to recognize however that the 
NFIP is only one piece of the larger puzzle of 
protecting our homeowners from disaster. With 
the property insurance crisis growing across 
the U.S., many people are facing difficulties 
protecting themselves against windstorms. 
And it is no longer simply a Florida problem, 
but is becoming a national issue. Policy-
holders are being dropped or are facing dra-
matic rate increases in states that are not tra-
ditionally considered high risk, such as Massa-
chusetts and New York. Many insurers are no 
longer writing at all on the coasts of states like 
Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. 

That is why Congressman TIM MAHONEY 
and I introduced and passed the Homeowners’ 
Defense Act last year. This legislation ad-
dresses the crisis in availability and afford-
ability of homeowners’ insurance. It helps 
states to manage the risk that has been as-
sumed by their state sponsored insurance 
funds by allowing them to enter the capital 
markets to find global investors that would be 
willing to assume that risk on their behalf. Our 
plan aims to increase market stabilization, par-
ticularly in times following natural disasters 
when rates traditionally increase dramatically 
and homeowners are dropped from their insur-
ers. 

With this legislation having already passed 
the House, I look forward to working with my 
colleagues in the Senate to pass our com-
prehensive plan to help homeowners and sta-
bilize the market. 

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. WATT) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6965. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain Special Order 
speeches without prejudice to the re-
sumption of further legislative busi-
ness. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING HANNAH WARFIELD 
AND JENNY BARRINGER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. 
PERLMUTTER) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize two members of 
one of my Colorado offices, Hannah 
Warfield and Jenny Barringer. These 
two are world-class athletes from my 
alma mater, the University of Colo-
rado. They recently competed in the 
U.S. Olympic track and field trials in 
Eugene, Oregon; and in Jenny’s case, 
the 2008 Olympics in Beijing. 

I want to start off by saying a few 
words about Hannah, a native of Syd-
ney, Montana, who competed in the 
women’s javelin competition. Her work 
ethic is extraordinary; and despite the 
rigors of working a full-time job and 
recently graduating from the Univer-
sity of Colorado, she maintains a train-
ing schedule which begins at 5 a.m. in 
the morning and would humble even 
the most dedicated among us. 

This work ethic propelled her to be-
come the 2007 NCAA Women’s Big 12 
Champion in the javelin event, a dis-
tinction not achieved by a University 
of Colorado athlete in 20 years. 

She is one of the most pleasant, orga-
nized and courteous individuals I have 
ever had the opportunity to meet. And 
although Hannah came just short of 
making it to Beijing, words cannot ex-
press the amount of pride and inspira-
tion she brought to our office and our 
community with her dedication to the 
pursuit of her dreams. Hannah’s posi-
tive attitude and tenacity should serve 
as an inspiration to all of us. 

Next, I would like to take to moment 
to speak about Jenny Barringer from 
Oviedo, Florida, who competed in the 
women’s 3,000 meter steeplechase 
event. Jenny is a true pioneer in the 
sport which made its inaugural appear-
ance at the 2008 games. 

Prior to the Olympics, she shattered 
the American record in the women’s 
steeplechase with a time of 9:22:73. If 
that were not enough, she maintains a 
3.7 GPA, serves as a sign language in-
terpreter, volunteers with the Ronald 
McDonald House, Habitat for Human-
ity, and the local adopt-a-road pro-
gram. 

I can attest that Coloradoans 
watched her with excitement and an-
ticipation as Jenny made her Olympic 
debut and competed in the Beijing 
games where she once again made his-
tory by breaking her own American 
record with a time of 9:22:26. This was 
a 9th place finish in the world. Jenny 
made our community and Nation 
proud. 

But what impresses me most about 
Hannah and Jenny is that for as great 
as their athletic ability, they are even 
better people. Active in their commu-
nities, great students, combined with a 
desire to go above and beyond what is 
expected, they serve as a positive ex-
ample of what can be achieved with 
hard work and a positive attitude. 

As a father of three young women 
myself, all of whom are athletes, I can 
attest Hannah and Jenny represent the 
pride and hope every parent feels when 
they drop their own daughters off at an 
athletic practice. 

It is an amazing honor to see two of 
our own in Colorado rise to this level, 
especially knowing it could not have 
happened to two better people. Hannah 
Warfield and Jenny Barringer embody 
the best our country could hope for in 
the next generation of Americans, and 
I am privileged for the opportunity to 
have come to know these two remark-
able individuals. 

f 

REVISIONS TO THE BUDGET ALLO-
CATIONS AND AGGREGATES FOR 
CERTAIN HOUSE COMMITTEES 
ON THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL 
YEARS 2008 AND 2009 AND THE 
PERIOD OF FISCAL YEARS 2009 
THROUGH 2013 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
SPRATT) is recognized for 5 minutes. 
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