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that is, except the government. The govern-
ment is in a unique position to insure 
against system-wide risk because its own de-
cisions determine, to a very large degree, the 
extent of this risk. 

Were the government to start selling the 
ABX insurance policies at reasonable prices, 
our Cinderella mortgage-derivatives market 
would suddenly wake up and start pricing 
every mortgage-related security in sight 
based on these ABX prices. If Hank does this, 
the market will do essentially all the pric-
ing; Hank will have only a handful of prices 
to set, not thousands. 

But how does Hank set those prices? 
What’s fair? What’s fair are insurance policy 
prices that assumes no system collapse, a 
modest additional decline in house prices, a 
mild recession, and modest additional in-
creases in default rates. Yes, these are opti-
mistic assumptions, but that’s the economic 
outcome the government is arranging and it 
needs to signal its resolve. 

Once the five prices are set, Hank can keep 
the $700 billion in his pocket. The Treasury 
will be receiving premium payments as it 
sells the ABX policies—premiums that it will 
need to keep in reserve. 

What will happen to the banks? With rea-
sonable ABX insurance prices, their toxic as-
sets will take on reasonable values. This will 
restore their balance sheets and allow them 
to keep operating. Yes, this will help bank 
shareholders, but they will still end up far 
worse off than at the beginning of this crisis. 
Taxpayers will keep their $700 billion pistol 
dry for another day. 

Playing the ABX market-maker is step one 
for the government. Step two is reorganizing 
banks whose capital is still too low even 
when its ‘‘toxic’’ assets are revalued. This 
means helping such troubled banks finding a 
marriage partner. Step three is reregulating 
the entire financial sector. This includes es-
tablishing a Federal Financial Authority 
that stamps a seal of approval on consumer 
financial products that it deems to be safe, 
that rates individual securities, and that au-
dits the books and rates the performance of 
each and every one of our nation’s major 
companies. 

The final step, and the most important, is 
to require financiaI institutions to report on 
line and in fine detail everything they know 
about the assets they hold. The principle 
here is simple enough even for Wall Street 
‘‘geniuses’’ to understand. If you want to sell 
the public a product, including your stock, 
you need to explain what it is. 

f 

ANXIETIES OF THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 
36 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, there’s 
great concern all over the Nation for 
those who follow what is going on in 
our financial institutions. That con-
cern is entirely appropriate. 

There’s great anxiety all over the Na-
tion by hardworking men and women 
who do not know how they’re going to 
be able to continue to pay the soaring 
energy costs for both their vehicles and 
their homes. 

Yet, still, the Congressional leader-
ship continues to refuse to put a piece 

of legislation on the floor for a vote 
that could immediately send us well on 
our way to energy independence by al-
lowing us to produce that with which 
this Nation has been so blessed. 

There’s much anger over the dis-
gusting immorality of corporate execu-
tives who padded their own pockets 
with millions of dollars by creative 
bookkeeping and representations that 
mortgage securities had value that 
they did not actually have. 

There’s incredulity in America over 
Members of Congress who have spent 
years decrying the culture of corrup-
tion, only to have information come 
out raising questions about failures to 
pay proper taxes under the income tax 
laws that may have been written by 
such person. 

There’s incredulity that the FBI 
might find cold hard cash secreted in a 
freezer 3 years ago, causing people to 
wonder why nothing has happened. 

There’s amazement from those who 
have bothered to notice that last year 
a vote could be lost by the Democratic 
majority, fair and square, then the 
rules be changed to allow a different 
outcome. 

There’s astonishment among those 
who have bothered to notice that the 
majority leadership could continue to 
advertise on-line that this would be the 
most open Congress in history, with 
complete use of the committee process, 
and each bill being subjected to full 
amendment opportunities and across- 
the-board input, yet, we continue to 
have the most closed and dictatorial 
Congress in memory. 

While people in America were being 
overwhelmed by killer gasoline prices 
and home energy costs, the United 
States Congress took 5 weeks off. When 
over 100 Members of Congress played by 
the rules and signed up in a timely 
manner to speak for 5 minutes on the 
last day of our session in July, before 
the 5-week recess, the majority party 
used that majority, yet again, to cram 
down an abrupt adjournment on us to 
prevent our speaking with the micro-
phones on. Yet, we spoke with the 
microphones off anyway. 

When points of order have been 
raised regarding rules violations or al-
leged ethical malfeasance, the major-
ity has used their power to table legiti-
mate objections to prevent the viola-
tions from being corrected and from 
even being called violations. They’ve 
even gone so far as to have the tran-
script of the proceedings in this Cham-
ber changed to cover up the inappro-
priate behavior and rulings from the 
day before, but the video certainly re-
vealed the truth. 

I simply could not and still struggle 
to understand how this body could go 
so far off course. When we find that our 
Nation has been brought to the brink 
of financial failure, there was fear with 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

But we find that in 2002 and 2003, 
when the Bush administration was 

pushing for and demanding reforms of 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac just to 
try to avoid this type financial disaster 
that they foresaw, the efforts at reform 
were blocked by people against whom 
allegations have now arisen in the Sen-
ate who were reported to have gotten 
sweetheart deals from the financial in-
dustry. The foresight of such potential 
problem is to the Bush Administra-
tion’s credit. But the failure to con-
tinue to beat the drum, warning that 
something was amiss does fall at the 
feet of the administration and Mem-
bers on both sides of Congress. 

There’s one word that can prevent 
the destruction of our little experiment 
in democracy, as some of our fore-
fathers referred to it, that could also 
prevent the destruction of a family, of 
a company, of a society or of a govern-
ment or a Nation, and that word is ac-
countability. 

When Adam and Eve were convinced 
there was no accountability, they fell 
from grace. 

When the only man mentioned in the 
Bible who was said to have a heart 
after God’s own actually had no earth-
ly accountability, King David himself 
committed atrocious wrongs. 

When people are convinced that there 
is no accountability for sexual rela-
tions outside marriage, and there turns 
out to be consequences of a pregnancy, 
some think it would be punishment to 
allow a child to be born alive. 

When the highest officers in a com-
pany think they can raid the retire-
ment funds of their longstanding em-
ployees and be mega-wealthy, with no 
one to whom to account, they raid 
whatever is in the company as if it 
were their own. 

Some corporate leaders allow work-
ers to come into this country illegally, 
just so the owners can pocket a little 
more profit, despite the fact that it di-
minishes the society and Nation from 
following the rule of law and for being 
a Nation of laws. 

And though these same people can’t 
see it coming, history makes very clear 
that such violations of the rules of law 
will destroy a Nation and society. It 
makes this Nation appear, at times, to 
be a corrupt Third World Nation where 
the law just does not mean much. 

When a society believes that if it 
feels good, do it, and there is no ac-
countability, society ceases and an ani-
mal kingdom full of the basest in-
stincts of animals takes over. 

When Members of Congress think 
that they’re too big and important to 
ever be accountable, they display hu-
bris or arrogance and engage in tawdry 
financial dealing with the taxpayers’ 
money. When people in government 
begin to feel that there is no account-
ability for them, they will allow mas-
sive overspending that the country 
cannot afford. They will create monu-
ments to themselves with other peo-
ple’s money. They will allow the vast 
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national wealth to be sent to other 
countries that do not like us very 
much, just so the energy does not have 
to be produced in the backyard of the 
selfish. 

In 1995, the House and Senate both 
passed a bill that would bring about 
drilling in what Jimmy Carter, as 
President, designated for drilling, be-
cause there is no wildlife there. It’s a 
perfect place for drilling. And that is in 
the coastal area where there are bil-
lions of barrels of oil. But President 
Clinton vetoed the bill. 

In the last Congress, we passed a bill 
to provide for drilling in the Outer 
Continental Shelf, but the Democrats 
blocked it from getting the required 60 
votes to allow cloture in the Senate, so 
there was no vote up or down on the 
bill itself in the Senate, and it died 
there; while our country was dying. 

Here our country is in a terribly dif-
ficult time with these extremely high 
energy rates, and our Democratic lead-
ership still supports sending $700 bil-
lion a year to nations, many of whom 
do not like us. If that $700 billion sends 
familiar, it’s because it’s also the 
amount that Secretary Paulson says 
that we need at this time to save the 
mortgage and financial system. 

Congressman JOE BARTON proposed 
that, in this time of financial crisis, 
why not open up ANWR out of neces-
sity? Why not open up the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf and use the billions of dol-
lars that will come from that to help 
mitigate the expense of financial crisis 
here? 

What a great idea. But the majority 
leadership does not see that this Na-
tion will have an accountable judgment 
day where we will be accountable for 
what we did not do to use the blessings 
that we have here in this Nation of tre-
mendous amounts of energy. 

So what will it take to get people 
here to see that you cannot spend 
unabatedly, and you cannot send 
money overseas with reckless abandon 
without an accountability, a judgment 
day coming? 

There will indeed be a high price to 
pay. As Chuck Colson once said, you 
cannot have the morals of Woodstock 
and not have the current problems. If 
you do have people whose world view is 
that if it feels good you should just do 
it then, as Chuck Colson says, you’re 
going to have Columbines. 

When the message of a majority of 
those serving in Congress is that we 
will only follow the rules when it is 
convenient, then the message to the 
world is that we will not be bound by 
the rule of law, as we will change it 
whenever we want to suit us as we 
please. 

b 2300 

When our Nation’s children see the 
adults sending such a clear message by 
their conduct, and the rules don’t 
apply to us if we don’t want them to, 

according to the majority, then you 
can expect the Nation’s children to 
soon follow suit. That leads us to 
Enrons among the adults, the Fannie 
Mae fiascoes among the adults. And 
from our children, you begin to see 
wayward kids thinking maybe it will 
feel good to shoot people, so let’s see. 

Well, if there’s a higher power, 
there’s a reason for accountability. If 
there is no higher power, then there is 
no reason to worry about our account-
ability. You can get away with all you 
want in this life with no adverse con-
sequences at all. For those who think 
there is no ultimate accountability, no 
ultimate judgment of the universe, I 
would point you to the discussion C.S. 
Lewis had in his book ‘‘Mere Christi-
anity.’’ 

He had said that when he was an 
atheist, he used to love to tweak Chris-
tians by saying, ‘‘Why don’t you just 
admit that there cannot be a just God 
over the universe when there is so 
much injustice in the world?’’ And no 
matter what the Christian would say, 
he would come back and say, ‘‘Yes, yes, 
yes. That’s all well and good. But 
wouldn’t it be easier just to admit 
there cannot be a just God over the 
universe when there is so much injus-
tice in this world?’’ 

Eventually, it hit him like a ton of 
bricks. How could he say—and who was 
he to say—that there was injustice un-
less there is some absolute, unwavering 
outside source of right and wrong? If 
there were not such a universal source 
of right and wrong that is written on 
the hearts of people, then how could 
anyone ever know or say that there 
was injustice in the world? You 
couldn’t know. 

Once you come to grips with the fact 
that there is a universal source of right 
or wrong in the world, then you have to 
come to grips with the fact that there 
must be a good God that made it so, 
and there will be accountability some 
day. Therefore, no one will ultimately 
be above the law. 

Now, not everyone sees everything 
exactly the same, of course. C.S. Lewis 
noted that that just because some can 
sing closer to the notes printed on a 
page doesn’t mean the music doesn’t 
exist. It just means some do a better 
job of hitting closer to what the exact 
and appropriate note is. 

There is right and wrong in the 
world, and most people innately know 
that. But they rationalize—and we find 
it all across the House and in Con-
gress—people rationalize that it is 
more fun to say there is no God, per-
haps no Creator so they don’t have to 
feel guilty or consider that some day 
someone will judge them. 

So long as we recognize, as our 
founders did, that there is a Creator 
who has endowed us with unalienable 
rights, then we should recognize that 
we have a duty to protect those rights 
for the sake of ourselves and those that 

follow. Perhaps that is why there is 
such an effort underway to sterilize 
and remove God or any reference to 
Him from all public buildings and doc-
uments these days. 

If we keep mentioning God, as the 
founders of this Nation did constantly, 
then it reminds us that we will some 
day be accountable even if we get away 
with things today. 

People do not like to feel guilty so 
they want to strike God out of every-
thing. For example, as our society pro-
gressed to the point that we were too 
smart, too elusive to be accountable to 
God, we had our first national memo-
rial in 2003 open that does not any-
where in it mention the word ‘‘God.’’ 
First memorial to do that. That was 
the Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial. 
In all of those acres at the expansive 
memorial, there is no mention of God, 
Creator, Providence, Holy Trinity, 
Holy Spirit, Lord, all of these different 
names that were in our founding docu-
ments. They’re still found throughout 
our documents, if anyone cares to look. 

Nor is there any mention of the 
Latin words that are found in our offi-
cial great seal that’s on the back of 
every dollar bill. If you don’t believe it, 
pull it out and look. Those Latin words 
are ‘‘Annuit Coeptis,’’ meaning He, 
God, has smiled on our undertaking. 

Those words are also found around 
the Capitol and in the Senate Chamber 
and in the congressional prayer chapel. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt was a leader of 
this Nation who believed strongly in 
accountability and that there was a 
God before whom that would happen. 

On June 6, 1944, D-day, President 
Roosevelt went on national radio and 
did an amazing thing as President: he 
led the Nation in prayer. And I would 
like to just read that for you at this 
time. 

And for those that may look in, Mr. 
Speaker, they will be able to know 
from the poster, this is President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s prayer during 
his radio broadcast to the Nation on 
June 6. Here is that prayer as I read it 
verbatim as President Franklin Roo-
sevelt gave it. 

And understand, as President Roo-
sevelt prayed this prayer, our soldiers 
were dying fighting valiantly during D- 
day trying to save the world and make 
it safer for democracy. This was his 
prayer: 

‘‘My fellow Americans: 
‘‘Last night when I spoke with you 

about the fall of Rome, I knew at this 
moment that troops of the United 
States and our allies were crossing the 
Channel in another and greater oper-
ation. It has come to pass with success 
thus far. And so in this poignant hour, 
I ask you to join me in prayer.’’ 

President Roosevelt went on, ‘‘Al-
mighty God: Our sons, pride of our Na-
tion, this day have set upon a mighty 
endeavor, a struggle to preserve our 
Republic, our religion, and our civiliza-
tion, and to set free a suffering human-
ity. 
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‘‘Lead them straight and true; give 

strength to their arms, stoutness to 
their hearts, steadfastness to their 
faith. 

‘‘They will need Thy blessings. Their 
road will be long and hard. For the 
enemy is strong. He may hurl back our 
forces. Successes may not come with 
rushing speed, but we shall return 
again and again; and we know that by 
Thy grace, and by the righteousness of 
our cause, our sons will triumph. 

‘‘They will be sore tried, by night and 
by day, without rest—until the victory 
is won. The darkness will be rent by 
noise and flame. Men’s souls will be 
shaken with the violences of war. 

‘‘For these men are lately drawn 
from the ways of peace. They fight not 
for the lust of conquest. They fight to 
end conquest. They fight to liberate. 
They fight to let justice arise, and tol-
erance and goodwill among all Thy 
people. They yearn but for the end of 
battle, but their return to the haven of 
home. 

‘‘Some will never return. Embrace 
these, Father, and receive them. Thy 
heroic servants, into Thy Kingdom. 

‘‘And for us at home—fathers, moth-
ers, children, wives, sisters, and broth-
ers of brave men overseas, whose 
thoughts and prayers are ever with 
them—help us, Almighty God, to re-
dedicate ourselves for renewed faith in 
Thee in this time of great sacrifice. 

‘‘Many people have urged that I call 
the Nation into a single day of special 
prayer. But because the road is long 
and the desire is great, I ask that our 
people vote themselves into a continu-
ance of prayer. As we rise to each new 
day, and again when each day is spent, 
let words of prayer be on our lips, in-
voking Thy help to our efforts. 

‘‘Give us strength, too—strength in 
our daily tasks to redouble the con-
tributions we make in the physical and 
the material support of our Armed 
Forces. 

‘‘And let our hearts be stout, to wait 
out the long travail, to bear sorrows 
that may come, to impart our courage 
unto our sons, wherever they may be. 

‘‘And, O Lord, give us faith. Give us 
faith in Thee; faith in our sons; faith in 
each other; faith in our united crusade. 
Let not the keenness of our spirit ever 
be dulled. Let not the impacts of tem-
porary events, of temporal matters of 
but fleeting moment—let not these 
deter us in our unconquerable purpose. 

‘‘With Thy blessing, we shall prevail 
over the unholy forces of our enemy. 
Help us to conquer the apostles of 
greed and racial arrogances. Lead us to 
the saving of our country, and with our 
sister nations into a world unity that 
will spell a sure peace—a peace invul-
nerable to the schemings of unworthy 
men. And a peace that will let all of 
men live in freedom, reaping the just 
rewards of their honest toil. 

‘‘Thy will be done, Almighty God. 
‘‘Amen.’’ 

That was a prayer of our President, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Now, in the 1950s, senator majority 
leader Lyndon Johnson was sick of 
having churches harp on him over al-
leged immortality, so he fixed them. 
He added a provision to the charitable 
institution laws that governed church-
es that says in fact you could not 
maintain your charitable tax-free sta-
tus if you got involved in politics. That 
dramatically changed the Nation that 
had been known from our beginning. 

There again, majority leader John-
son’s efforts were an attempt to pre-
vent judgment for what was alleged as 
improper conduct. No one enjoys ac-
countability. But to have a free Na-
tion, a just Nation, a prosperous Na-
tion, and a blessed Nation, there must 
be accountability. 

Then in 1962, an unaccountable Su-
preme Court that begins every single 
session with a prayer that God will 
save that honorable court, they 
changed nearly 200 years of precedence 
by ruling there could be no prayer in 
schools. 

As mentioned in 2003, the first na-
tional memorial opened as the FDR 
Memorial that never mentioned God. 
In 2004, the second memorial in United 
States history opened that did not 
mention God anywhere either. That 
was the World War II Memorial. 

Understand, these are both beautiful 
memorials. They’re just Godless, yet 
their subjects were certainly not. 

Amazingly, the park service had 
quotes from Eisenhower and Roosevelt 
in the World War II Memorial that had 
to be cut right at the right place so 
their quotes would not mention ‘‘God’’ 
or ‘‘Almighty God’’ as those two gen-
tlemen and great leaders did. 

I have a Bible here. My aunt says my 
uncle, my late uncle, got when he en-
tered World War II. On the front, it 
says—it has got a metal cover—‘‘May 
the Lord be with you.’’ He said he was 
issued this as he went into the Army. 

Right inside the fly leaf there’s a 
message. It says, ‘‘The White House, 
Washington. As Commander in Chief, I 
take pleasure in commending the read-
ing of the Bible to all who serve in the 
Armed Forces of the United States. 
Throughout the centuries, men of 
many faiths and diverse origins have 
found in the sacred books words of wis-
dom, counsel, and inspiration. It is a 
fountain of strength. And now as al-
ways, an aid in attaining the highest 
aspirations of the human soul.’’ 

Signed Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
They used to issue these to people 

going into the service. 
Let me read to you the speech that 

was given on the floor of the United 
States Senate by Senator ROBERT BYRD 
on June 27, 1962, which is the day or 
two after the Supreme Court ruled 
there would be no public prayer in 
school. 

I’m reading it as Senator BYRD’s 
speech appeared in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

And Mr. Speaker, I’ve got a chart 
here that says it’s Senator ROBERT 
BYRD’s speech on the Senate floor, 
June 27, 1962. 

And this is what he said. Senator 
BYRD, 1962: 

‘‘In as much as our greatest leaders 
have shown no doubt about God’s prop-
er place in the American birthright, 
can we, in our day, dare do less? 

‘‘In no other place in the United 
States are there so many, and such 
varied official evidences of deep and 
abiding faith on God in the part of Gov-
ernment as there are in Washington. 

‘‘Every session in the House and Sen-
ate begins with prayer. Each House has 
its own chaplain. 

‘‘The Eighty-Third Congress set aside 
a small room in the Capitol, just off 
the rotunda for the private prayer 
meditation of Congress. The room is al-
ways open when Congress is in session, 
but it is not open to the public. The 
room’s focal point is a stained glass 
window showing George Washington 
kneeling in prayer. Behind him is 
etched these words from Psalm 16:1 
‘Preserve me, O God, for in Thee do I 
put my trust.’ 

‘‘Inside the rotunda is a picture of 
the Pilgrims about to embark from 
Holland on the sister ship of the 
Mayflower, the Speedwell. The ship’s 
revered Chaplain Brewster, who later 
joined the Mayflower, has open on his 
lap the Bible. Very clear are the words, 
‘The New Testament according to our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.’ ’’ 

b 2315 
On the sail is the motto of the Pil-

grims, ‘‘In God We Trust, God With 
Us.’’ 

The phrase, ‘‘In God We Trust,’’ ap-
pears opposite the President of the 
Senate, who is the Vice President of 
the United States. The same phrase, in 
large words inscribed in the marble, 
backdrops the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 

Above the head of the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court are the Ten Com-
mandments, with the great American 
eagle protecting them. Moses is in-
cluded among the great lawgivers in 
Herman A. MacNeil’s marble structure 
group on the east front. The crier who 
opens each session closes with the 
words, ‘‘God save the United States and 
this honorable Court.’’ 

Engraved on the metal on the top of 
the Washington Monument are the 
words: ‘‘Praise be to God.’’ Actually, 
parenthetically, the words are Laos 
Deo, Latin, meaning ‘‘Praise be to 
God,’’ and actually, again parentheti-
cally, that was put on the east side of 
the top of the Washington Monument 
for a purpose. Because those, so many 
decades, years ago, wanted it such that 
when the sun touched the Nation’s cap-
ital, Washington, D.C., the first thing 
that the sun would touch would be the 
Latin words, Laos Deo, ‘‘Praise be to 
God.’’ Interesting. 
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Lining the walls of the stairwell are 

such Biblical phrases as ‘‘Search the 
Scriptures,’’ ‘‘Holiness to the Lord,’’ 
‘‘Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not de-
part from it.’’ 

Numerous quotations from scripture 
can be found within the Library of Con-
gress’ walls. One reminds each Amer-
ican of his responsibility to his Maker: 
‘‘What doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do justly and love mercy and 
walk humbly with thy God,’’ Micah 6:8. 

Another in the lawmaker’s library 
preserves the Psalmist’s acknowledge-
ment that all nature reflects the order 
and beauty of the Creator, ‘‘The heav-
ens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament showeth His handiwork,’’ 
Psalm 19:1. And still another reference, 
‘‘The light shineth in darkness, and the 
darkness comprehendeth it not,’’ John 
1:5. 

Millions have stood at the Lincoln 
Memorial and gazed up at the statue of 
the great Abraham Lincoln. The sculp-
tor who chiseled the features of Lin-
coln in granite all but seems to make 
Lincoln speak his own words inscribed 
into the walls. 

He said, ‘‘That this Nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth of freedom, 
and that government of the people, by 
the people, for the people, shall not 
perish from the earth.’’ 

At the opposite end, on the north 
wall, his Second Inaugural Address al-
ludes to ‘‘God,’’ the ‘‘Bible,’’ ‘‘provi-
dence,’’ ‘‘the Almighty,’’ and ‘‘divine 
attributes.’’ 

It then continues: As was said 3000 
years ago, so it still must be said, ‘‘The 
judgements of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether.’’ 

On the south banks of Washington’s 
Tidal Basin, Thomas Jefferson still 
speaks: ‘‘God who gave us life gave us 
liberty. Can the liberties of a Nation be 
secure when we have removed a convic-
tion that these liberties are the gift of 
God? Indeed I tremble for my country 
when I reflect that God is just, that his 
justice cannot sleep forever.’’ 

These words of Jefferson are a force-
ful and explicit warning that to remove 
God from this country will destroy it. 

Those are the words of Senator ROB-
ERT BYRD back in 1962. 

We have a visitor’s center, the Cap-
itol Visitor’s Center, CVC for short. It 
cost over $621 million. It is slated to 
open December 2 of this year. So far, it 
had been completely sterilized of any 
mention of God in any form. It was not 
until over 100 Members of Congress 
sent a letter and followed up repeat-
edly with more concern that we finally 
got a concession this past week that 
‘‘In God We Trust’’ would be put above 
the mock-up of the Speaker’s rostrum 
area there in the visitor’s center, be-
cause what had been there before was a 
fraud and a deception and attempted to 
represent that there was no ‘‘In God We 
Trust’’ above our Speaker’s head. 

There will also be accountability 
someday for this majority leadership 
playing so fast and loose with the 
rules. When rules and laws don’t mat-
ter, then we lose this blessed country 
that was founded as a Nation of laws, 
because people are not perfect. People 
need rules. We need accountability. 
That means that the majority leader-
ship, if they play by the rules, they’re 
going to lose a vote every now and 
then, and that’s okay. Don’t break the 
rules just to keep from losing a vote. 
The rule itself is too important to do 
that. It also means that the Speaker 
and other leadership of the majority 
must abide by the rules as promised, 
and the promises are actually still on 
the Speaker’s Web site but have not 
been followed as expected. 

Let me just read you from the Speak-
er’s own Web site. This is from the 
Speaker’s Web site, as I pulled them off 
today. 

‘‘Every person in America has a right 
to have his or her voice heard.’’ It 
would have been nice if that had been 
remembered the last day of our session 
on August 1 before there was a 5-week 
vacation. We didn’t get to have the 
microphones on so we could be heard. 

But it continues: ‘‘No Member of 
Congress should be silenced on the 
floor’’—it would have been nice if 
somebody had noticed that—‘‘as has 
been the practice of Republican leader-
ship in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.’’ A little slap there. Any-
one smell hypocrisy? 

It goes on and says: ‘‘Respectful of 
both the wishes of the founders, and 
the expectations of the American peo-
ple, we offer the following principles 
for restoring democracy in the ‘Peo-
ple’s House,’ guaranteeing that the 
voices of all the people are heard.’’ 

That just makes me sick to read 
those words and to think about what’s 
happened in the last year and a half. 

Then it goes on. It says: ‘‘Bipartisan 
administration of the House. Our goal 
is to restore accountability, honesty 
and openness at all levels of govern-
ment. To do so, we will create and en-
force rules that demand the highest 
ethics from every public servant, sever 
unethical ties between lawmakers and 
lobbyists, and establish clear standards 
that prevent the trading of official 
business for gifts. Honest leadership’’— 
on the speaker’s Web site it said—‘‘is 
not a partisan goal. It is the key to a 
stronger union.’’ I agree. 

But it goes on to say: ‘‘We must all 
work together to put the progress of all 
Americans ahead of the special inter-
ests of the few.’’ I certainly agree with 
that, too. 

It goes on and says: ‘‘With honest 
leadership and open government, 
America’s leaders can once again focus 
on the urgent needs of the American 
people.’’ 

How about energy? American people 
need energy. They need cheaper en-

ergy. We need to get off the addiction 
to foreign oil. They’re not addressing 
that. We took off on a 5-week vacation 
when the people needed us most. 

The Web site goes on and says—this 
is the Speaker’s Web site—‘‘bills should 
be developed following full hearings 
and open subcommittee and committee 
markups, with appropriate referrals to 
other committees. Members should 
have at least 24 hours to examine a bill 
prior to consideration at the sub-
committee level.’’ 

Boy, that would have been nice last 
week when we got slapped with an en-
ergy bill that didn’t go through sub-
committee, didn’t go through com-
mittee, had not one single Republican 
getting to have any input in that en-
ergy bill last week, and it was posted, 
as I recall, at 9:45 the night before we 
had to vote on it. It would be nice if 
these things on the Speaker’s Web site 
were followed. 

‘‘Bills should generally come to the 
floor under a procedure that allows 
open, full, and fair debate consisting of 
a full amendment process that grants 
the minority the right to offer its al-
ternatives, including a substitute.’’ 

How long has it been on a bill of any 
substance that the minority was given 
an opportunity to have amendments? 
Closed rules over and over and over and 
over. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will be recognized for the re-
mainder of his hour, 24 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. The Web site goes on 
to say: ‘‘Members should have at least 
24 hours to examine bill and conference 
report text prior to floor consider-
ation.’’ 

Oh, that’s another thing. We don’t 
even have conference reports anymore, 
because if we had a conference, then 
there would be Republicans from the 
House that would be required to get to 
have input, and that’s not going to 
happen. So the conference reports in-
stead became Democrats getting to-
gether, working out in the Senate and 
the House—though, I think they may 
have let some Republicans in the Sen-
ate throw in a line or two—but nobody 
from the House. Not fair, not open. 

And it says that it ‘‘must be reported 
before 10 p.m. for a bill to be considered 
the following day.’’ They found a way 
to completely avoid the conference 
process so that rule doesn’t even mat-
ter anymore. 

Now, the promises on the Speaker’s 
Web site are so far from what’s been 
happening in this, the most closed-door 
Congress in history. All I can say is 
that because of the vast abuses, at 
some point the majority will change 
again. Maybe not this year. At some 
point it will, because the American 
people begin to notice eventually, and 
some eventually will be shocked by the 
broken promises that were never ful-
filled. 

You can only fool the American peo-
ple for so long before they figure it out. 
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There may even be consequences for 
people across the aisle, apparently only 
for show, being on an energy alter-
native bill and then having two dozen 
of those people—it was their bill, and 
they voted against it, having already 
acknowledged that was the best bill. 
Maybe there will be consequences for 
doing that. 

Accountability and fairness also 
mean that if people are going to use 
electric or fossil fuel-produced energy 
they should not try to prevent people 
who are not as wealthy as they are 
from being able to have the same op-
portunities to purchase that fuel on 
less income, that they would have to 
allow more to be produced to do that. 

It means if you’re going to use en-
ergy, then allow us to get it in America 
so it produces American jobs, increases 
America’s gross national product, cre-
ates a better standard of living for 
more Americans. It will stop funding 
Nations that allow their assets to slip 
into the hands of those who want to de-
stroy us. You cannot keep sending 
money abroad and not have a day of ac-
countability when it will come back to 
haunt and truly hurt us badly. 

It’s time to quit sending $700 billion 
a year out of this country for energy 
that we have. Sure, let’s produce the 
renewables. We have got to go to those 
for our future. And alternative energy 
sources would be terrific. 

Some of us have come up with inno-
vative things that will allow us to go 
way into the future with cheap energy, 
but right now, as my farmers tell me, 
we can’t find a Prius tractor. When 
electricity was lost for days because of 
this Hurricane Ike that came through 
my district, as people pointed out to 
me, there are no hybrid generators. 
They run on fossil fuel. 

Accountability to strengthen the Na-
tion means that children have to have 
rules, and that when a man and a 
woman voluntarily have sexual rela-
tions, they have made their choice, and 
they will be accountable and bear the 
consequence of igniting a life in this 
world. 

Accountability means that if you’re 
a CEO of a company and you run a cor-
poration into the ground, you should 
not receive millions of dollars in sever-
ance and a thank you for your greedy 
destruction. Instead, you should have 
to pay. 

So, tonight, I want to close with a 
motion and a supporting speech made 
by Benjamin Franklin. 

b 2330 

Let me set the stage here. 
The American Revolution, you re-

member the Declaration of Independ-
ence, 1776. And then the war went on 
for 7 years. We got to 1783. The revolu-
tion was won. There was a Treaty of 
Paris, 1783. I did not know until I came 
to Congress, as a historian, history de-
gree I’ve got, I didn’t know until I saw 

an original copy in the State Depart-
ment of the Treaty of Paris of 1783— 
this was a critical document because 
this was getting Great Britain to ac-
knowledge in writing that the United 
States was a country that was and 
should be free and they would have to 
recognize that. So they wanted it in 
the name that even Great Britain 
would be afraid to break and breach. 

I was shocked. It starts with big, bold 
letters at the top of the Treaty of Paris 
that forced Great Britain to recognize 
us; in these big, bold words it says, ‘‘In 
the name of the most Holy and undi-
vided Trinity.’’ 

Then we had the Articles of Confed-
eration in this country, but they were 
too loosely woven. There were a num-
ber of problems, no common currency; 
there were problems and haggling be-
tween the States. And by 1787, it was 
very clear that if the Nation was to 
survive, it was going to have to have a 
new constitution. 

So they went to George Washington 
and said, we need you to come back to 
preside. And he said, I did my part as 
God led me to do and you appointed me 
to do; I did my part. And they said, 
You don’t understand; the 13 colonies 
will only come back together if you are 
willing to preside because they know 
you, they know your heart, they know 
you’re not in it for yourself; you 
proved that the day you surrendered 
all power, as had never been done in 
the history of the world, surrendered 
all power and went home; won the rev-
olution, commander of the military. 
You know, when you do that, histori-
cally, you could be called Czar, King, 
Caesar, whatever you want to be 
called. George Washington didn’t do 
any of that. 

When King George, III heard that 
Washington might resign after the rev-
olution and just go home, he knew his-
tory, he said that would never happen. 
He said, in his exact words, ‘‘If Wash-
ington were to do that, he would be the 
greatest man alive.’’ He probably was. 

So then we come to have the Con-
stitutional Convention, with George 
Washington presiding. They went on 
for nearly 5 weeks with no success. At 
that point, Benjamin Franklin was rec-
ognized by the President of the Con-
stitutional Convention, George Wash-
ington. And Benjamin Franklin rose to 
his feet and this is what he said—his 
exact words as recorded by James 
Madison with help from some of the 
others there. Benjamin Franklin: 

‘‘Mr. President, the small progress 
we have made after four or five weeks 
close attendance and continual 
reasonings with each other—our dif-
ferent sentiments on almost every 
question, several of the last producing 
as many noes as ayes, is, methinks, a 
melancholy proof of the imperfection 
of the human understanding. We indeed 
seem to feel our own want of political 
wisdom, since we have been running 

about in search of it. We have gone 
back to ancient history for models of 
government and examined the different 
forms of those Republics which having 
been formed with the seeds of their 
own dissolution now no longer exist. 
And we have viewed modern states all 
around Europe, but find none of their 
constitutions suitable to our cir-
cumstances. 

In this situation of this Assembly, 
groping as it were in the dark to find 
political truth and scarce able to dis-
tinguish it when presented to us, how 
has it happened, sir, that we have not 
hitherto once thought of humbly ap-
plying to the Father of Lights to illu-
minate understanding? In the begin-
ning contest with Great Britain, when 
we were sensible of danger, we had 
daily prayer in this room for the Di-
vine protection. Our prayers, sir, were 
heard, and they were graciously an-
swered. 

‘‘All of us who were engaged in the 
struggle must have observed frequent 
instances of a superintending Provi-
dence in our favor. To that kind of 
Providence we owe this happy oppor-
tunity of consulting in peace on the 
means of establishing our future na-
tional felicity. And have we now for-
gotten that powerful friend? Or do we 
imagine that we no longer need His as-
sistance? 

‘‘I have lived, sir, a long time. And 
the longer I live, the more convincing 
proofs I see of this truth—that God 
governs in the affairs of men. And if a 
sparrow cannot fall to the ground with-
out His notice, is it probable that an 
empire can rise without His aid? We 
have been assured, sir, in the Sacred 
writing that, ‘‘except the Lord build 
the House, they labour in vain that 
build it.’’ Firmly believe this; and I 
also believe that without His concur-
ring aid we shall succeed in this polit-
ical building no better than the build-
ers of Babel. 

‘‘We shall be divided by our little 
partial local interest, our projects will 
be confounded, and we ourselves shall 
become a reproach and bye word down 
to future ages. And what is worse, man-
kind may hereafter, from this unfortu-
nate instance, despair of establishing 
governments by human wisdom and 
leave it to chance, war and conquest. 

‘‘I, therefore, beg leave to move that 
henceforth prayers employing the as-
sistance of heaven and its blessing on 
our deliberations be held in the Assem-
bly every morning before we proceed to 
business, and that one or more of the 
clergy of this city be requested to offi-
ciate at that service.’’ 

According to the record, Mr. SHER-
MAN seconded the motion. 

Mr. Speaker, that was George Wash-
ington’s recognition of Benjamin 
Franklin, and the words I read are ver-
batim from Benjamin Franklin. 

We’ve begun every day here in this 
House, here in session with the prayer, 
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just as Franklin moved and requested. 
There is a higher power; there has to be 
accountability. Decisions in this body 
must be made in deference to the Fa-
ther of Lights, as Benjamin Franklin 
called Him, and doing so with prayer, 
and as Franklin prayed, that God will 
illuminate our understanding. 

We are in a perilous time, and it is 
time for responsibility and account-
ability, or otherwise, we lose this pre-
cious country. 

It is time now for the majority lead-
ership to stop playing so fast and loose 
with the rules and with enforcement of 
the rules. It is time that, after 2 years 
in the majority, that promises of op-
portunity to amend bad Democratic 
bills be fulfilled. It is time that rules 
apply to CEOs, to speakers, to com-
mittee chairmen, to leaders, and the 
leaders start leading by example. 

George Washington said, back during 
the revolution, these words: ‘‘A people 
unused to restraint must be led, they 
will not be drove.’’ He led from the 
front. When I was in the Army, they 
taught you to lead from the back. Not 
Washington, he led from the front. He 
said, ‘‘A people unused to restraint 
must be led, they will not be drove.’’ 

As someone pointed out previously, 
we have the only National Anthem 
whose first verse ends with a question: 
Oh say does that star-spangled banner 
yet wave, o’er the land of the free and 
the home of the brave? The answer as 
to whether that banner will yet wave 
depends on whether this Congress be-
gins to acknowledge some account-
ability and do the right and the wise 
thing, not the convenient, not the po-
litical thing, do the legal, ethical and 
moral thing, not the Woodstock thing. 

May we get back to following God’s 
directives so that this does not cease to 
be the land of the free and the home of 
the brave. May we get back to those 
things that cause God to pour out his 
richest blessings. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 39 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 0008 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MCGOVERN) at 12 o’clock 
and 8 minutes a.m. 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
2638, CONSOLIDATED SECURITY, 
DISASTER ASSISTANCE, AND 
CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2009 

Ms. SUTTON, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–875) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1488) providing for consideration 
of the Senate amendment to the bill 
(H.R. 2638) making appropriations for 
the Department of Homeland Security 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2008, and for other purposes, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING 
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) 
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO 
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN 
RESOLUTIONS 

Ms. SUTTON, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–876) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1489) waiving a requirement of 
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to 
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

LANCE CORPORAL ERIC PAUL 
VALDEPEÑAS POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 6874) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 156 Taunton 
Avenue in Seekonk, Massachusetts, as 
the ‘‘Lance Corporal Eric Paul 
Valdepeñas Post Office Building,’’ and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6874 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. LANCE CORPORAL ERIC PAUL 

VALDEPEÑAS POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 156 
Taunton Avenue in Seekonk, Massachusetts, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Lance 
Corporal Eric Paul Valdepeñas Post Office 
Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Lance Corporal Eric 
Paul Valdepeñas Post Office Building’’. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

HONORING THE 225TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 351) honoring the 225th 
Anniversary of the Continental Con-
gress meeting in Nassau Hall, Prince-
ton, New Jersey, in 1783, and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 351 

Whereas, in response to the financial dif-
ficulties of the times, the Continental Con-
gress departed the city of Philadelphia sud-
denly due to a possible uprising by dis-
contented Continental Army soldiers who 
had not been paid; 

Whereas the President of the Continental 
Congress, Elias Boudinot, established a tem-
porary capital at Princeton ‘‘in order that 
further and more effective measures may be 
taken for suppressing the present Revolt, 
and maintaining the Dignity and Authority 
of the United States’’; 

Whereas members of the Continental Con-
gress were instructed to meet in Princeton 
on June 26, 1783; 

Whereas the 300 residents of Princeton 
took members of the Congress into their 
homes; 

Whereas Princeton University offered the 
prayer hall and the library in Nassau Hall 
for Congress to use to conduct the govern-
mental business of the United States; 

Whereas the Congress conducted essential 
business in Nassau Hall, which helped shape 
the foreign relations of the fledgling Nation; 

Whereas General George Washington was 
called to Princeton by a letter from Presi-
dent Boudinot to receive the formal thanks 
of the Nation for his dedicated service as 
commander-in-chief; 

Whereas, on August 18, General Wash-
ington left Major General John Knox in 
charge of the encamped army at Newburgh, 
New York, and traveled with a guard of dra-
goons and his wife, Martha Washington, to 
the Rockingham estate in Rocky Hill, New 
Jersey, which was made available for his use 
over the next three months; 

Whereas General Washington met with the 
Continental Congress in Nassau Hall on Au-
gust 26 and received the public thanks of his 
country for his success in the struggle for 
liberty; 

Whereas, in late October at Rockingham, 
Washington completed writing his Farewell 
Orders to the Armies of the United States 
dismissing the troops and announcing his re-
tirement; 

Whereas, while Congress was meeting in 
Princeton, the Treaty of Paris was signed in 
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