
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 15 20333 September 23, 2008 
Paris by John Adams, John Jay, and Ben-
jamin Franklin on September 3, 1783, mark-
ing the end of the American Revolution and 
establishing the boundaries of the new Na-
tion; and 

Whereas Congress departed Princeton in 
early November 1783 to winter in Annapolis, 
Maryland: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the 
Congress that the 225th Anniversary of the 
Continental Congress meeting at Nassau 
Hall in Princeton, New Jersey, should be 
commemorated. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 250TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE NAMING OF 
PITTSBURGH 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the resolution (H. Res. 
1000) to commemorate the 250th Anni-
versary of the Naming of Pittsburgh as 
the culmination of the Forbes Cam-
paign across Pennsylvania and the sig-
nificance this event played in the mak-
ing of America, in the settlement of 
the Continent, and in spreading the 
ideals of freedom and democracy 
throughout the world, and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1000 

Whereas the Forks of the Ohio at today’s 
Pittsburgh should forever be remembered as 
the place where an army of British and Colo-
nial soldiers took control of Fort Duquesne 
from the French, a turning point in the 
French and Indian War, the first world war; 

Whereas the British victory in the French 
and Indian War sowed the seeds of Colonial 
discontent with British rule, beginning the 
chain of events that led to the American 
Revolution; 

Whereas the British Army under the lead-
ership of General John Forbes built the first 
road across the Allegheny Mountains, thus 
securing the Gateway to the West for British 
and later American settlement; 

Whereas General Forbes and Colonel 
George Washington named the location 
Pittsburgh, in honor of William Pitt the 
Elder; 

Whereas Fort Pitt provided a safe haven 
for peoples from around the world to follow 
in Forbes’ and Washington’s footsteps to 
travel to Pittsburgh to settle the continent 
and to pioneer advancements in industry, 
science, technology, education, the environ-
ment and the arts; 

Whereas Pittsburgh went on to become the 
Crucible of the Industrial Revolution, pro-
ducing glass, steel, and aluminum that have 
a place in every American skyline; and per-
fecting the technologies that made it pos-

sible for alternating current to illuminate 
the Nation; 

Whereas the people of the Pittsburgh re-
gion pioneered modern philanthropy, imple-
mented the first smoke control regulation, 
developed the polio vaccine, and conquered 
rejection of transplanted organs, improving 
countless lives worldwide; 

Whereas Pittsburgh is today a global lead-
er in such emerging fields as materials 
science, regenerative medicine, nanotechnol-
ogy, electro-optics, robotics, data storage, 
computer science, and commercial nuclear 
power; 

Whereas Pittsburgh is home to more than 
100 multi-billion dollar global corporations 
that improve the lives of people around the 
world; 

Whereas Pittsburgh provides a high qual-
ity of life to its residents, offering unparal-
leled arts and cultural opportunities for a 
place of its size; 

Whereas Pittsburgh has been named Amer-
ica’s Most Livable City, the only place in 
America to earn that honor twice; 

Whereas Pittsburgh is commemorating its 
naming and its impact on the world with 
Pittsburgh 250, a year-long celebration in-
volving communities in 14 Pennsylvania 
counties, parts of seven states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia; 

Whereas Pittsburgh 250 has connected 
Washington, DC to Pittsburgh by supporting 
the completion of the Great Allegheny Pas-
sage Trail, the longest hiking and biking 
trail east of the Mississippi and the most ac-
cessible great trail experience in the world, 
providing an important new outdoor rec-
reational asset to the people of the Mid-At-
lantic United States; and 

Whereas Pittsburgh has accomplished all 
of these things with an unparalleled history 
of public and private partnership: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the 250th anniversary of the 
Naming of Pittsburgh, known as a signifi-
cant event in American history; 

(2) recognizes that Pittsburgh 250 is orga-
nizing the commemoration on behalf of 14 
counties in southwestern Pennsylvania; 

(3) encourages participation for all Ameri-
cans to learn how the Forbes Campaign, the 
opening of the Gateway to the West, the In-
dustrialization of America, and the environ-
mental transformation of Pittsburgh helped 
to make America; and 

(4) commends the contributions of those 
who have followed trails to Pittsburgh for 
250 years to shape the world we live in and 
the Nation we have become. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL 
PHELPS ON WINNING EIGHT 
GOLD MEDALS IN THE 2008 BEI-
JING OLYMPICS 
Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the resolution (H. Res. 
1418) congratulating Michael Phelps, 
2008 Beijing summer Olympic champion 
swimmer, on winning eight gold medals 
in the 2008 Beijing Olympics and be-
coming one of the most decorated ath-
letes in Olympic history, and ask for 

its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1418 

Whereas Michael Phelps swam in 17 races 
over the course of 9 days in the 2008 Beijing 
Summer Olympic Games and surpassed 
Olympic icon Mark Spitz by becoming the 
only athlete to win 8 gold medals in a single 
Olympics; 

Whereas Michael Phelps set 7 world records 
and 8 Olympic records in 8 events in those 
Olympic Games; 

Whereas Michael Phelps is one of the most 
highly decorated Olympians ever, with 14 
gold medals and 2 bronze medals over his 
Olympic career; 

Whereas as a member of the United States 
men’s relay swim teams, Michael Phelps 
helped set world records and win 3 gold med-
als for the United States 2008 Olympic swim 
team; and 

Whereas Michael Phelps epitomized the 
Olympic spirit by demonstrating patriotism, 
strength, and humility throughout the 2008 
Beijing Summer Olympic Games: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates Michael Phelps of Balti-
more, Maryland, for his outstanding athletic 
achievements during the 2008 Beijing Sum-
mer Olympic Games, achievements that set 
him apart as one of the most highly deco-
rated and accomplished Olympic athletes in 
world history; 

(2) recognizes the achievements of Michael 
Phelps and all the members of the United 
States 2008 Olympic swim team; and 

(3) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit a copy of this reso-
lution to Michael Phelps; Mark Schubert, 
head coach of the United States 2008 Olympic 
swim team; and Bob Bowman, chief execu-
tive officer of the North Baltimore Aquatic 
Club and assistant coach of the United 
States 2008 Olympic swim team for appro-
priate display. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

REVEREND EARL ABEL POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 6198) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 1700 Cleve-
land Avenue in Kansas City, Missouri, 
as the ‘‘Reverend Earl Abel Post Office 
Building,’’ and ask for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 
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H.R. 6198 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. REVEREND EARL ABEL POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 1700 
Cleveland Avenue in Kansas City, Missouri, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Rev-
erend Earl Abel Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Reverend Earl Abel 
Post Office Building’’. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to 
honor my friend and colleague the late Rev-
erend Earl Abel of Kansas City, MO. In life, 
Reverend Earl Abel labored tirelessly for near-
ly 50 years as a minister, a community leader 
and mentor to countless members of the Kan-
sas City community. When Reverend Abel 
founded the Palestine Missionary Baptist 
Church of Jesus Christ he only had 11 mem-
bers. Today, his church has grown into one of 
the larger ministries in the Kansas City com-
munity. Under his leadership the church has 
built two senior citizens residences, a Senior 
Activity Center and a church camp for both 
youths and adults in the larger Kansas City 
community. 

The Kansas City community was so central 
to Rev. Abel’s heart, that in addition to the 
good works his church was engaged in. He 
personally took on many other important roles 
to serve the community that he loved including 
Chaplain for the Kansas City Police Depart-
ment, President of the Baptist Ministers Union, 
and member of the Kansas City Council on 
Crime Prevention. In 1999, he was appointed 
to the Appellate Judicial Commission by Mis-
souri Governor Mel Carnahan. Rev. Abel 
spent his life building good will and love and 
now it is my privilege to ask for your help to 
honor this man by naming a post office in the 
heart of Kansas City in his name. 

My fellow Members of Congress, I urge you 
to support H.R. 6198 which will designate the 
facility of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1700 Cleveland Avenue in Kansas 
City, Missouri, as the ‘‘Reverend Earl Abel 
Post Office Building.’’ 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF SICKLE CELL DIS-
EASE AWARENESS MONTH 
Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the resolution (H. Res. 
1453) supporting the goals and ideals of 
sickle cell disease awareness month, 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1453 

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease is an inherited 
blood disorder that is a major health prob-
lem in the United States, primarily affecting 
African-Americans; 

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease causes the 
rapid destruction of sickle cells, which re-
sults in multiple medical complications, in-
cluding anemia, jaundice, gallstones, 
strokes, and restricted blood flow, damaging 
tissue in the liver, spleen, and kidneys, and 
death; 

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease causes epi-
sodes of considerable pain in one’s arms, 
legs, chest, and abdomen; 

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease affects over 
70,000 Americans; 

Whereas approximately 1,000 babies are 
born with Sickle Cell Disease each year in 
the United States, with the disease occurring 
in approximately 1 in 300 newborn African- 
American infants; 

Whereas more than 2,000,000 Americans 
have the sickle cell trait, and 1 in 12 African- 
Americans carry the trait; 

Whereas there is a 1 in 4 chance that a 
child born to parents who both have the 
sickle cell trait will have the disease; 

Whereas the life expectancy of a person 
with Sickle Cell Disease is severely limited, 
with an average life span for an adult being 
45 years; 

Whereas, though researchers have yet to 
identify a cure for this painful disease, ad-
vances in treating the associated complica-
tions have occurred; 

Whereas researchers are hopeful that in 
less than two decades, Sickle Cell Disease 
may join the ranks of chronic illnesses that, 
when properly treated, do not interfere with 
the activity, growth, or mental development 
of affected children; 

Whereas the House of Representatives rec-
ognized the importance of researching, pre-
venting, and treating Sickle Cell Disease by 
authorizing treatment centers to provide 
medical intervention, education, and other 
services and by permitting the Medicaid pro-
gram to cover some primary and secondary 
preventative medical strategies for children 
and adults with Sickle Cell Disease; 

Whereas the Sickle Cell Disease Associa-
tion of America, Inc. remains the preeminent 
advocacy organization that serves the sickle 
cell community by focusing its efforts on 
public policy, research funding, patient serv-
ices, public awareness, and education related 
to developing effective treatments and a 
cure for Sickle Cell Disease; and 

Whereas the Sickle Cell Disease Associa-
tion of America, Inc. has requested that the 
House of Representatives designate Sep-
tember as Sickle Cell Disease Awareness 
Month in order to educate communities 
across the Nation about sickle cell and the 
need for research funding, early detection 
methods, effective treatments, and preven-
tion programs: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the goals and ideals of Sickle 
Cell Disease Awareness Month. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

HONORING PROFESSIONAL SUR-
VEYORS AND RECOGNIZING 
THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCI-
ETY 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 223) honoring professional 
surveyors and recognizing their con-
tributions to society, and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 223 

Whereas there are over 45,000 professional 
surveyors in the United States; 

Whereas the nature of surveying has 
changed dramatically since 1785, as it is no 
longer limited to the description and loca-
tion of land boundaries; 

Whereas hydrographic surveys are impor-
tant to the use of all bodies of water; 

Whereas engineering surveys are utilized 
in the study and selection of engineering 
construction; 

Whereas geodetic surveys determine pre-
cise global positioning for such activities as 
aircraft and missile navigation; 

Whereas cartographic surveys are used for 
mapping and charting, as well as photo-
grammetry, the science of using aerial pho-
tographs for measurement and map produc-
tion; 

Whereas many services are provided 
through the use of sophisticated surveying 
equipment and techniques, including sat-
ellite-borne remote sensing devices and auto-
mated positioning, measuring, recording, 
and plotting equipment; 

Whereas the role of the surveyor has been, 
and remains, of vital importance in the de-
velopment of the United States; 

Whereas since the colonial days of this Na-
tion, surveyors have been leaders in the com-
munity, Statesmen, influential citizens, and 
shapers of cultural standards; 

Whereas former surveyors include George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Abra-
ham Lincoln; 

Whereas it was the work of the surveyor 
that determined the boundaries of land, the 
greatest economic asset in the colonies that 
became the United States; 

Whereas Thomas Jefferson chaired a com-
mittee in 1784 to devise a plan for disposing 
of lands west of the 13 original colonies; 

Whereas Thomas Jefferson argued that 
surveying before sale was necessary to pre-
vent overlapping claim and to simplify deeds 
and registers; 

Whereas Thomas Jefferson reportedly 
wrote a plan, which was debated in Congress 
and in modified form was adopted as the 
Land Ordinance of May 20, 1785, establishing 
the Public Land Survey System (‘‘PLSS’’), 
the rectangular system that continues today 
in 30 midwestern and western States; and 

Whereas the establishment of the third 
week of March as ‘‘National Surveyors 
Week’’ would be a fitting tribute to all sur-
veyors: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 
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