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cultivating a company where, accord-
ing to its motto, ‘‘Maine Tradition 
Meets Modern Technology.’’ I applaud 
both the company’s owners and its em-
ployees for all of their efforts in pro-
ducing yachts in an environmentally 
responsible manner and wish them the 
best of luck for the future.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CANYON LAKE ALL- 
STAR LITTLE LEAGUE TEAM 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I honor the Canyon Lake All-Star Lit-
tle League team on becoming the first 
team from South Dakota to qualify 
and play in the Little League World 
Series in Williamsport, PA. 

The Canyon Lake All-Star Little 
League team’s journey to the World 
Series was one filled with great excite-
ment and execution. After a turbulent 
first three innings in the qualifying 
game, Canyon Lake scored three runs 
in the bottom of the fourth capturing 
the lead. They continued their rally 
into the fifth inning where they scored 
another four runs defeating the Coon 
Rapids Little League team with a final 
score of 7–1. 

Canyon Lake was led by manager 
Doug Simons and assistant managers 
Jeff Minnick and Steve Nolan. Of 
course, this historic season would be 
impossible without the players them-
selves. The athletes of the 2007–2008 
Canyon Lake All-Star Little League 
team, in alphabetical order, are as fol-
lows: Logan Anderson, Cale Fierro, 
Tanner Hagen, Jonah Hanson, Bill Hen-
dricks, Matt Minnick, TJ Nolan, Mark 
Petereit, Jesse Riddle, Tanner Simons, 
Carter Wevik, Matt Wilson, and Alec 
Winter. 

As a father of two student athletes, I 
know firsthand how much time and ef-
fort is needed from parents and fami-
lies in order for our children to suc-
ceed. It is because of their support that 
these young people were able to reach 
this outstanding accomplishment. All 
of these families should be commended 
for the dedication they put forth to 
support their children. 

All of these players should be com-
mended for their efforts. These athletes 
should be very proud of all their re-
markable achievements. On behalf of 
the State of South Dakota, I am please 
to say congratulations Canyon Lake 
All-Stars on this impressive accom-
plishment and keep up the good work.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL GREGG 
BLANCHARD 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I rise to pay tribute to COL Gregg 
Blanchard, U.S. Army, on the occasion 
of his retirement after over 21 years of 
dedicated service. He is a true patriot 
and exceptional military leader—a liv-
ing example of what is good about 
America. 

Colonel Blanchard and his wife, Barb, 
both hail from Rapid City, SD. ‘‘Doc,’’ 

as he is known to his friends, is a proud 
graduate of Rapid City Central High 
School and the University of South Da-
kota. Barb graduated from Rapid City 
Stevens High School, and from Na-
tional College in Rapid City. 

Colonel Blanchard served success-
fully in every echelon of the Army, 
from the platoon to the theater army. 
He commanded troops at the company 
and battalion level and served a com-
bat tour in Iraq as the Deputy G4, V 
Corps. As a logistics officer, Colonel 
Blanchard’s entire career has been de-
voted to the care and support of his fel-
low soldiers and their families. Over 9 
of his 21 years were served overseas, 
where he tirelessly focused on sup-
porting our warriors and their families. 

He commanded the 701st Main Sup-
port Battalion of the famous 1st Infan-
try Division—the Big Red One. In this 
assignment, he supervised the training 
and welfare of over 1,100 soldiers and 
their families. His superb leadership 
and organizational ability were critical 
to the smooth redeployment of the di-
vision from Germany to the United 
States during the drawdown of forces 
in Europe. Colonel Blanchard’s superb 
leadership and positive attitude were 
contagious and inspired everyone 
around him to give their best effort. 

As the Deputy G4, V Corps and Dep-
uty C–4, Multi-National Corps—Iraq, 
Colonel Blanchard supervised logistical 
support to all forces operating in the 
Iraq Theater of Operations. His supe-
rior skills as a leader, planner and 
communicator led to several notable 
assignments in the Pentagon with 
tours on the Army Staff, the Office of 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense. 

The Army recognized the unique 
abilities of Colonel Blanchard and se-
lected him as one of four Active Army 
officers to serve as a Congressional 
Fellow in 2003. In that capacity he 
served this body for a year in the office 
of Senator Mark Dayton from Min-
nesota. This assignment led to other 
legislative liaison assignments in the 
Army and the Joint Staff. 

When the first U.S. congressional del-
egation to Libya in 35 years occurred, 
then-Lieutenant Colonel Blanchard 
was selected to escort and coordinate 
the logistical challenges and country 
schedules for the trip. He was also in-
strumental in improving the Army’s 
process for congressional notification 
of our fallen soldiers, and for improv-
ing the Army’s responsiveness to the 
tens of thousands of inquiries it re-
ceives annually from Members of Con-
gress. 

In his current assignment as the Dep-
uty Legislative Assistant to the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Colo-
nel Blanchard provides critical assist-
ance to the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee and to the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence. His advice 

and counsel is regularly sought by sen-
ior defense leaders in the Army, the 
Joint Community and by Members of 
Congress and their staffs. 

For over 21 years, Colonel Blanchard 
served this great country from loca-
tions all across the world. Whether 
mentoring and training young troops 
as a commander, providing for soldiers 
in combat, developing and affecting 
policy in the Pentagon, or working 
with Congress, he served with honor 
and distinction. He will indeed be re-
membered as an exceptional officer, a 
true patriot, a courageous warrior and 
a dedicated leader with the highest in-
tegrity and compassion for all who had 
the distinct honor of serving with him. 

Barb and their children, Brittany and 
Alex, have demonstrated unwavering 
support throughout Colonel Blan-
chard’s distinguished career. This Na-
tion is also grateful for their sacrifices 
that enabled Colonel Blanchard to 
serve with such distinction. Wherever 
he served, COL Gregg Blanchard set 
the highest standards of service, pro-
fessionalism and leadership.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ART DAWSON 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I honor Art Dawson of Rapid City, SD, 
for receiving the President’s Volunteer 
Service Award for volunteering 4,000 
hours to his community and to the Na-
tion over the course of his lifetime. 

Art Dawson’s outstanding service for 
others began in 1950 when he joined the 
U.S. Army. After 30 dedicated years in 
the military, Art retired as a lieuten-
ant colonel in medical administration, 
but his desire to serve others contin-
ued. Following his retirement Art 
worked in the veteran’s administration 
in California and volunteered for 7 
years with the Red Cross. Art moved to 
Rapid City, SD, in 1996 and imme-
diately became an active and valuable 
member of the Rapid City Community. 
Since Art moved to the Rapid City 
area, he has volunteered himself to 
countless organizations including the 
Humane Society, the Pennington Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, CASA, and 
the Meals Program. His selfless devo-
tion and faithful service to others and 
to his community is truly commend-
able. 

It gives me great pleasure to con-
gratulate Art Dawson for receiving this 
honorable award, and thank him for all 
his years of service to South Dakota 
and our Nation.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KRISTIE FIEGEN 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize the accomplishments of 
Junior Achievement of South Dakota. 
In particular, I would like to congratu-
late the organization’s President, 
Kristie Fiegen, for winning JA 
Worldwide’s 2008 Charles R. Hook 
Award. This award is bestowed on one 
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Junior Achievement executive annu-
ally, and is the top honor for JA Presi-
dents who demonstrate superior results 
in promoting the growth and develop-
ment of Junior Achievement in their 
area. 

Junior Achievement is the world’s 
largest organization dedicated to 
teaching students in Kindergarten 
through 12th grade about the impor-
tance of economics, entrepreneurism, 
and financial literacy. The organiza-
tion reaches over 9 million students 
around the world each year, with over 
130 local offices in the United States 
and operations in over 110 countries 
worldwide. One of the things that 
makes JA so unique is its use of adult 
volunteers to bring business to life for 
students. In the U.S. alone, young peo-
ple in more than 188,000 classrooms 
benefit annually from these positive 
role models. 

Kristie is clearly deserving of receiv-
ing this year’s Hook Award. She has 
served as President of Junior Achieve-
ment of South Dakota since 1994. Dur-
ing this period, she has increased the 
organization’s reach from 2 percent to 
more than 28 percent of all South Da-
kota students. The organization now 
reaches over 37,000 South Dakota stu-
dents, impacting over 1,700 classrooms. 
The organization’s programs are pro-
vided at no cost to schools and are 
funded entirely through the private 
sector. 

Especially in the current economic 
climate, teaching students the impor-
tance of economics and financial lit-
eracy is of the utmost importance, and 
I congratulate Kristie Fiegen and Jun-
ior Achievement of South Dakota for 
their efforts in South Dakota.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROSS A. MURPHEY 
∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I honor Ross A. Murphey, a great pa-
triot and first Sergeant in the South 
Dakota National Guard. Ross was the 
longest serving enlisted personnel in 
the history of the South Dakota Na-
tional Guard. 

Ross Murphey began his outstanding 
service in the South Dakota National 
Guard on March 13, 1966. As a senior in 
high school, Ross served in Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company in 
the 109th Battalion. Ross remained 
with the 109th until January 4, 1968, 
when the 842nd Engineer Company was 
formed in Northern Black Hills Region. 
He spent the next 37 years with the 
842nd and eventually was transferred to 
Camp Rapid in Rapid City, SD. He 
served with Camp Rapid from Sep-
tember 14, 2005, until his retirement on 
August 13, 2008. Ross’ leadership and 
commitment to the National Guard 
have been recognized numerous times, 
including meritorious service medals, 
state awards and the Bronze DeFleury 
award. 

With hard work and dedication, Ross 
obtained a senior grade rank of First 

Sergeant. He served multiple times 
with the 842nd, including time served 
in Operation Enduring Freedom/Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom at Baghdad Inter-
national Airport. 

Ross’ devoted service to country and 
longevity are an inspiration to us all. 
Ross Murphey served the South Dakota 
National Guard with commitment and 
honor. I commend him for his 42 years 
of service to South Dakota and to our 
country.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 9:30 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 6894. An act to extend and reauthorize 
the Defense Production Act of 1950, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 6965. An act to extend the authoriza-
tion of the national flood insurance program, 
and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House agrees to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 5834) to amend 
the North Korean Human Rights Act of 
2004 to promote respect for the funda-
mental human rights of the people of 
North Korea, and for other purposes. 

At 3:26 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 642. An act to establish the Honorable 
Stephanie Tubbs Jones Fire Suppression 
Demonstration Incentive Program within 
the Department of Education to promote in-
stallation of fire sprinkler systems, or other 
fire suppression or prevention technologies, 
in qualified student housing and dormitories, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5244. An act to amend the Truth in 
Lending Act to establish fair and trans-
parent practices relating to the extension of 
credit under an open end consumer credit 
plan, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5352. An act to protect seniors in the 
United States from elder abuse by estab-
lishing specialized elder abuse prosecution 
and research programs and activities to aid 
victims of elder abuse, to provide training to 
prosecutors and other law enforcement re-
lated to elder abuse prevention and protec-
tion, to establish programs that provide for 
emergency crisis response teams to combat 
elder abuse, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5443. An act to improve defense co-
operation between the Republic of Korea and 
the United States. 

H.R. 6646. An act to require the Secretary 
of State, in consultation with the Secretary 
of Defense, to provide detailed briefings to 
Congress on any recent discussions con-
ducted between United States Government 
and the Government of Taiwan and any po-
tential transfer of defense articles or defense 
services to the Government of Taiwan. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, without amendment: 

S. 1760. An act to amend the Public Health 
Service Act with respect to the Healthy 
Start Initiative. 

S. 3241. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
1717 Orange Avenue in Fort Pierce, Florida, 
as the ‘‘CeeCee Ross Lyles Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, 
with an amendment, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

S. 3001. An act to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2009 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 371. Concurrent resolution 
strongly supporting an immediate and just 
restitution of, or compensation for, property 
illegally confiscated during the last century 
by Nazi and Communist regimes. 

H. Con. Res. 374. Concurrent resolution 
supporting Christian, Jewish, and Muslim 
interfaith dialogue that promotes peace, un-
derstanding, unity, and religious freedom. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT 
RESOLUTIONS SIGNED 

At 5:30 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bills and joint 
resolutions: 

S. 171. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
301 Commerce Street in Commerce, Okla-
homa, as the ‘‘Mickey Mantle Post Office 
Building’’. 

S. 2135. An act to prohibit the recruitment 
or use of child soldiers, to designate persons 
who recruit or use child soldiers as inadmis-
sible aliens, to allow the deportation of per-
sons who recruit or use child soldiers, and 
for other purposes. 

S.J. Res. 35. Joint resolution to amend 
Public Law 108–331 to provide for the con-
struction and related activities in support of 
the Very Energetic Radiation Imaging Tele-
scope Array System (VERITAS) project in 
Arizona. 

S.J. Res. 45. Joint resolution expressing 
the consent and approval of Congress to an 
interstate compact regarding water re-
sources in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence 
River Basin. 

H.R. 3986. An act to amend the John F. 
Kennedy Center Act to authorize appropria-
tions for the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6889. An act to extend the authority of 
the Secretary of Education to purchase guar-
anteed student loans for an additional year, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6893. An act to amend parts B and E 
of title IV of the Social Security Act to con-
nect and support relative caregivers, im-
prove outcomes for children in foster care, 
provide for tribal foster care and adoption 
access, improve incentives for adoption, and 
for other purposes. 

The enrolled bills and joint resolu-
tions were subsequently signed by the 
President pro tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

At 7:27 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
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