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‘‘(g) Not later than 6 months after receiving 

an application for naturalization filed by a cur-
rent member of the Armed Forces under sub-
section (a), section 329(a), or section 329A, by 
the spouse of such member under section 319(b), 
or by a surviving spouse or child under section 
319(d), United States Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services shall— 

‘‘(1) process and adjudicate the application, 
including completing all required background 
checks to the satisfaction of the Secretary of 
Homeland Security; or 

‘‘(2) provide the applicant with— 
‘‘(A) an explanation for its inability to meet 

the processing and adjudication deadline under 
this subsection; and 

‘‘(B) an estimate of the date by which the ap-
plication will be processed and adjudicated. 

‘‘(h) The Director of United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services shall submit an an-
nual report to the Subcommittee on Immigra-
tion, Border Security, and Refugees and the 
Subcommittee on Homeland Security of the Sen-
ate and the Subcommittee on Immigration, Citi-
zenship, Refugees, Border Security, and Inter-
national Law and the Subcommittee on Home-
land Security of the House of Representatives 
that identifies every application filed under sub-
section (a), subsection (b) or (d) of section 319, 
section 329(a), or section 329A that is not proc-
essed and adjudicated within 1 year after it was 
filed due to delays in conducting required back-
ground checks.’’. 

(b) GAO REPORT.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General shall submit a report to 
Congress that contains the results of a study re-
garding the average length of time taken by 
United States Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices to process and adjudicate applications for 
naturalization filed by members of the Armed 
Forces, deceased members of the Armed Forces, 
and their spouses and children. 
SEC. 4. SUNSET PROVISION. 

This Act and the amendments made by this 
Act are repealed on the date that is 5 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

Mr. SALAZAR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee substitute be 
agreed to, the bill, as amended, be read 
a third time and passed, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, with 
no intervening action or debate, and 
any statements be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute was agreed to. 

The bill (S. 2840), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

OREGON SURPLUS FEDERAL LAND 
ACT OF 2008 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6370, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6370) to transfer excess Federal 

property administered by the Coast Guard to 
the Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower 
Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SALAZAR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read a third time 
and passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6370) was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

f 

DESIGNATING THE JOHN W. 
WARNER RAPIDS 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Calendar No. 1053, S. 3550. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3550) to designate a portion of the 

Rappahannock River in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia as the ‘‘John W. Warner Rapids.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SALAZAR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read a third time 
and passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3550) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time and passed, as follows: 

S. 3550 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. JOHN W. WARNER RAPIDS, FRED-

ERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The portion of the Rap-

pahannock River comprised of the manmade 
rapids located at the site of the former 
Embrey Dam in Fredericksburg, Virginia, 
and centered at the coordinates of N. 38.3225 
latitude, W. 077.4900 longitude, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘John W. War-
ner Rapids’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the portion of 
the Rappahannock River referred to in sub-
section (a) shall be deemed to be a reference 
to the John W. Warner Rapids. 

f 

IMPROVING GOVERNMENT 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent the Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of H.R. 928, and the Sen-
ate proceed to its immediate consider-
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 928) to amend the Inspector 

General Act of 1978 to enhance the independ-
ence of the Inspectors General, to create a 

Council of the Inspectors General on Integ-
rity and Efficiency, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that a 
McCaskill substitute amendment 
which is at the desk be agreed to, the 
bill, as amended, be read a third time 
and passed, the motions to reconsider 
be laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and that any 
statements relating thereto be printed 
in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5644) was agreed 
to. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill (H.R. 928), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed. 

f 

AUTHORIZING DOCUMENT 
PRODUCTION 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 680, which was sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 680) to authorize the 

production of records by the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, the Per-
manent Subcommittee on Investiga-
tions of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs has 
received requests from various law en-
forcement and regulatory agencies, 
seeking access to records that the Sub-
committee obtained during its recent 
investigation into how financial insti-
tutions have designed, marketed, and 
implemented transactions intended to 
enable foreign taxpayers to avoid taxes 
on U.S. stock dividends. 

This resolution would authorize the 
chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations, acting jointly, to pro-
vide records, obtained by the Sub-
committee in the course of its inves-
tigation, in response to these requests 
and any similar requests from govern-
ment entities and officials with a le-
gitimate need for the records. 

Mr. SALAZAR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to 
and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table; that any statements be 
printed in the RECORD as if read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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The resolution (S. Res. 680) was 

agreed to. 
The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

read as follows: 
S. RES. 680 

Whereas, the Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations of the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs con-
ducted an investigation into how financial 
institutions have designed, marketed, and 
implemented transactions intended to enable 
foreign taxpayers to avoid taxes, on U.S. 
stock dividends; 

Whereas, the Subcommittee has received 
requests from law enforcement and regu-
latory agencies for access to records of the 
Subcommittee’s investigation; 

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of 
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under 
the control or in the possession of the Senate 
can, by administrative or judicial process, be 
taken from such control or possession but by 
permission of the Senate; 

Whereas, when it appears that evidence 
under the control or in the possession of the 
Senate is needed for the promotion of jus-
tice, the Senate will take such action as will 
promote the ends of justice consistent with 
the privileges of the Senate: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Chairman and Ranking 
Minority Member of the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, acting jointly, are authorized 
to provide to law enforcement officials, regu-
latory agencies, and other entities or indi-
viduals duly authorized by federal, state, or 
foreign governments, records of the Sub-
committee’s investigation into how financial 
institutions have designed, marketed, and 
implemented transactions intended to enable 
foreign taxpayers to avoid taxes on U.S. 
stock dividends. 

f 

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

Mr. SALAZAR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate now proceed to 
the immediate consideration of S. Res. 
682, submitted earlier today by this 
Senator from Colorado. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 682) recognizing His-

panic Heritage Month and celebrating the 
heritage and culture of Hispanic Americans 
and their immense contribution to the Na-
tion. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SALAZAR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, the motions 
to reconsider be laid upon the table, 
with no intervening action or debate, 
and any statements be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 682) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 

S. RES. 682 
Whereas from September 15, 2008, through 

October 15, 2008, the country celebrates His-
panic Heritage Month; 

Whereas the Census Bureau estimates the 
Hispanic population in the United States at 
45,500,000 people, making Hispanic Americans 
the largest ethnic minority within the 
United States; 

Whereas 1 in 3 United States public school 
students is Hispanic, and the total number of 
Hispanic students enrolled in our Nation’s 
public schools is expected to reach 28,000,000 
by 2050; 

Whereas the purchasing power of Hispanic 
Americans has reached $870,000,000,000 by 2008 
and there are more than 1,600,000 Hispanic- 
owned firms in the United States, supporting 
1,536,795 employees nationwide; 

Whereas Hispanic Americans serve in all 
branches of the Armed Forces, bravely 
fought in every war in United States history, 
and continue to serve with distinction in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq; 

Whereas 140,000 Hispanic soldiers served in 
the Korean War; 

Whereas more than 80,000 Hispanics served 
in the Vietnam War, representing 5.5 percent 
of those who made the ultimate sacrifice for 
their country in that conflict although they 
comprised only 4.5 percent of the United 
States population at the time; 

Whereas, as of August 2, 2008, approxi-
mately 11 percent of the more than 4,122 
United States military fatalities in Iraq 
have been Hispanic; 

Whereas there are more than 1,100,000 His-
panic veterans of the United States Armed 
Forces; 

Whereas 43 Hispanic Americans have re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of Honor, the 
highest award for valor in action against an 
enemy force which can be bestowed upon an 
individual serving in the United States 
Armed Forces; 

Whereas Hispanic Americans are dedicated 
public servants, holding posts at the highest 
levels of government, including 3 seats in the 
United States Senate; and 

Whereas Hispanic Americans harbor a deep 
commitment to family and community, an 
enduring work ethic, and a perseverance to 
succeed and contribute to society: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the celebration of Hispanic 

Heritage Month from September 15, 2008, 
through October 15, 2008; 

(2) honors the heritage and culture of His-
panic Americans and their immense con-
tributions to the life of the Nation; and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe Hispanic Heritage Month with appro-
priate programs and activities. 

f 

NATIONAL CHILDHOOD LEAD 
POISONING PREVENTION WEEK 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 683, submitted earlier 
today by Senator REED of Rhode Is-
land. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 683) designating the 

week of October 19 through October 25, 2008, 
as ‘‘National Childhood Lead Poisoning Pre-
vention Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SALAZAR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to; 
the preamble be agreed to; the motions 
to reconsider be laid upon the table, 
with no intervening action or debate; 
and any statements related to the reso-
lution be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 683) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 683 

Whereas lead poisoning is one of the lead-
ing environmental health hazards facing 
children in the United States; 

Whereas approximately 240,000 children in 
the United States under the age of 6 cur-
rently have harmful levels of lead in their 
blood; 

Whereas lead poisoning may cause serious, 
long-term harm to children, including re-
duced intelligence and attention span, be-
havior problems, learning disabilities, and 
impaired growth; 

Whereas children from low-income families 
are significantly more likely to be poisoned 
by lead than are children from high-income 
families; 

Whereas children may be poisoned by lead 
in water, soil, housing, or consumable prod-
ucts; 

Whereas children most often are poisoned 
in their homes through exposure to lead par-
ticles when lead-based paint deteriorates or 
is disturbed during home renovation and re-
painting; and 

Whereas lead poisoning crosses all barriers 
of race, income, and geography: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of October 19 

through October 25, 2008, as ‘‘National Child-
hood Lead Poisoning Prevention Week’’; and 

(2) calls upon the people of the United 
States to observe National Childhood Lead 
Poisoning Prevention Week with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

f 

STRATEGY TO ADDRESS CRISIS IN 
DARFUR, SUDAN 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 684, introduced earlier 
today by Senator DURBIN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 684) calling for a com-

prehensive strategy to address the crisis in 
Darfur, Sudan. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, as 
we wrap up the work of the 110th Con-
gress and look ahead to a new adminis-
tration, let us take a moment to con-
sider a part of the world that des-
perately needs our continued atten-
tion. I am talking about the tragic sit-
uation in Darfur. 
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