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I am disappointed that the final language is 
not as strong as the language I helped pass 
in the House, but it is still an important step 
forward. I will continue to work to ensure the 
secondary wastes are not transported off-site. 

The Pueblo Chemical Depot holds 2,611 
tons of liquid mustard agent and is part of the 
DOD’s ACWA program, which is responsible 
for destroying the chemical weapons stored at 
Pueblo and at the Blue Grass Army Depot in 
Kentucky. The Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion, ratified by Congress in 1997, requires 
these munitions to be destroyed by 2012. Be-
cause of schedule delays, management prob-
lems, and funding shortfalls for the ACWA pro-
gram, the DOD has said that the U.S. will not 
meet the Chemical Weapons Convention trea-
ty deadline. 

Last year, Congress mandated that DOD 
complete all chemical weapons destruction ac-
tivities by 2017. The DOD has suggested that 
a 2017 deadline at Pueblo cannot be reached 
if wastes are treated on-site. DOD is again 
studying whether to transport these wastes for 
treatment off-site, despite approved plans to 
treat the wastes at the Pueblo Chemical 
Depot, and despite the fact that construction 
of an on-site biotreatment facility has already 
begun. In addition, studies have shown that 
shipping these wastes would not yield bene-
fits. The community of Pueblo and the Colo-
rado Citizens’ Advisory Commission, estab-
lished by law to represent community inter-
ests, have repeatedly expressed their pref-
erence for treating the wastes on-site. 

The bill also authorizes $474 million for mili-
tary construction projects at Fort Carson, as 
well as $65 million for construction at the 
Pueblo Chemical Depot, $4.9 million for land 
acquisition at Peterson AFB, $18 million for 
Colorado National Guard readiness centers in 
Denver and Grand Junction, $3 million for a 
satellite pharmacy and $4.2 million for Alert 
Crew Headquarters at Buckley Air Force 
Base, and $18 million to upgrade academic fa-
cilities at the U.S. Air Force Academy.

Mr. Speaker, the bill we are considering 
today does an excellent job of balancing the 
need to sustain our current warfighting abilities 
with the need to prepare for the next threat to 
our national security. It is critical that we are 
able to meet the operational demands of today 
even as we continue to prepare our men and 
women in uniform to be the best trained and 
equipped force in the world. 

This is a good bill, a carefully drafted and 
bipartisan bill, and I urge its passage. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in oppo-
sition to the Defense Authorization bill. Despite 
the 2006 mandate from the American people 
to end the war and occupation of Iraq, this bill 
authorizes the funding to continue operations 
in Iraq well into the 2009 fiscal year. This bill 
authorizes $68.5 billion for the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. In addition it authorizes the 
entirety of the administration’s request of 
$542.5 billion for the National Defense budget. 
This is a grand total of $611.1 billion to con-
tinue misguided policies such as preemptive 
strikes, interventionism and peace through 
strength. 

The bill includes absolutely no language 
calling for the withdrawal of our honorable and 
brave service members in Iraq, 4,170 service-
men and women have been killed in Iraq, 

there have been tens of thousands of injuries 
to our troops and over 1 million innocent Iraqi 
civilians have been killed as a result of the 
war. The true monetary cost of the war is esti-
mated to be $3 trillion. Yet instead of keeping 
a commitment that we made back in 2006 to 
end the war, we are once again voting on a 
bill that will continue to fund it well into the 
term of the next President. Congress has the 
ability to end the war and bring our troops 
home simply by refusing to continue funding. 

Additionally, I do not support the authoriza-
tion for $465.8 million to continue development 
of the European Ground-Based Mid-Course 
Defense, GMD, program despite a lack of as-
surance that the system will work or is needed 
for the safety of our nation. Congress’ contin-
ued funding of the European GMD only lends 
credence to the administration’s misguided 
claims the system is necessary to defend the 
U.S. from a long-range ballistic missile attack 
from Iran despite the fact that Iran is unlikely 
to pose such a threat to the United States in 
the foreseeable future. 

Continuing to develop the European GMD 
has consequences for U.S. foreign policy. This 
deal has exacerbated tensions between the 
U.S. and Russia. There has also been strong 
opposition by the citizens of the Czech Repub-
lic and Poland to the placement of the radar 
and interceptors in their respective countries. 

This bill continues to reflect the wrong prior-
ities for our nation’s security. The continued 
proliferation of nuclear weapons does not 
make America safer. What will make America 
safer is to place a priority on cooperation with 
the global community on nuclear nonprolifera-
tion initiatives. This bill authorizes over $6.6 
billion for the nuclear weapons activities of the 
National Nuclear Security Administration, and 
less than $2 billion for nuclear nonproliferation. 

The U.S. administration has established a 
record of unilateralism that undercuts our na-
tion’s credibility in the eyes of other nations. 
The repercussions of this record include un-
dermining our security and diplomatic integrity. 
In just under eight years the U.S. administra-
tion has backtracked on international treaties 
and conventions. The U.S. has rejected the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, refused to 
sign the Land Mine Treaty, withdrawn from the 
Anti Ballistic Missile Treaty, unsigned the 
Kyoto Protocol, and blocked a verification pro-
tocol for the Biological Weapons Convention. 

Continuing to keep ‘‘all options on the table’’ 
while refusing to engage in diplomacy without 
preconditions leaves America devoid of any 
moral authority. The idea that peace (the ab-
sence of ’violence) can be brought about 
through violence and increasing weapons 
stockpiles is antithetical. The assertion that 
keeping our nation safe requires us to main-
tain a pre-emptive strike policy is built on a 
foundation of fear and continues to drive 
Americans further away from each other and 
the world community. The belief that the bulk 
of our foreign policy should be comprised of 
insisting other countries do what we tell them, 
while we fail to engage in any meaningful 
global cooperation is hypocritical and conde-
scending. 

The security of America lies not in defense 
spending but in ensuring well paid jobs for 
hardworking Americans, guaranteed health 
care and a strong education for our nation’s 

youth. We must shift our priorities. This body 
must stop spending half of America’s tax dol-
lars on the funding of the military industrial 
complex and instead invest in economic 
projects that really will keep America safer. 
With our economy in crisis it should be clear 
that continuing to hemorrhage money on de-
fense spending while our future economic sta-
bility is uncertain is not in the best interests of 
our citizens. Congress must wake up. In other 
words, I believe that Congress must reassess 
our current priorities and in so doing begin to 
provide for the traditional sense of security by 
first ensuring economic security, health secu-
rity, and job security for all. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
SKELTON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 3001, 
as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

SOLEMNLY COMMEMORATING THE 
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TRAGIC OCTOBER 1983 TER-
RORIST BOMBING OF THE 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
BARRACKS IN BEIRUT, LEBANON 
Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 

I move to suspend the rules and agree 
to the resolution (H. Res. 1421) sol-
emnly commemorating the 25th anni-
versary of the tragic October 1983 ter-
rorist bombing of the United States 
Marine Corps Barracks in Beirut, Leb-
anon and remembering those who lost 
their lives and those who were injured, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1421 

Whereas on the morning of October 23, 1983, 
at approximately 6:20 a.m., a truck packed 
with explosives broke security and detonated 
outside of the United States Marine Corps 
barracks in Beirut, Lebanon; 

Whereas 241 members of the Armed Forces 
of the United States were killed in the blast, 
and many more were injured; 

Whereas a total of 272 members of the 
Armed Forces from 39 States and Puerto 
Rico died while serving in Beirut, Lebanon, 
from 1982 to 1984; 

Whereas the members of the Armed Forces 
were part of a multinational peacekeeping 
force; and 

Whereas the honor and sacrifice of the vic-
tims will never be forgotten: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives, on the 25th anniversary of the bombing 
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of the United States Marine Corps barracks 
in Beirut, Lebanon— 

(1) honors and remembers the service and 
sacrifice of the members of the Armed 
Forces who were victims of the bombing and 
those who died in Beirut from 1982 to 1984; 
and 

(2) joins family and friends in mourning 
the members of the Armed Forces who lost 
their lives in the tragic bombing and while 
serving as peacekeepers in Beirut. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Kansas (Mrs. BOYDA) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Kansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the resolution under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Kansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in strong support of 
House Resolution 1421. It solemnly 
commemorates the 25th anniversary of 
the tragic October 1983 terrorist bomb-
ing of the United States Marine Corps 
Barracks in Beirut, Lebanon, and it re-
members those who lost their lives and 
those who were injured. 

On October 23, 1983, at approximately 
6:20 in the morning, a large truck 
packed with explosives crashed 
through security and slammed into the 
lobby of the United States Marine 
Corps Barracks. The vehicle’s driver, a 
suicide bomber, detonated explosives 
the equivalent of 12,000 pounds of TNT, 
crumbling the 4-story building and 
killing marines, soldiers, and sailors 
while they slept. Two hundred forty- 
one servicemembers lost their lives 
that day, making this day in October 
the single bloodiest day in the Marine 
Corps history since World War II. 

America’s first encounter with sui-
cide bombings becomes even more trag-
ic when we remember that our brave 
men and soldiers were in Beirut there 
to provide opportunity for others to 
live in peace. As part of a multi-
national peacekeeping force, the Ma-
rines had deployed to serve as a cata-
lyst for peace in a volatile and violent 
region of the world. They were proudly 
serving the principles of freedom to en-
sure that men and women may live in 
a peaceful and free world. It is an 
unconceivable evil that would vio-
lently target those who volunteer to 
bring goodwill and peace to a nation. 

With grave hearts, we commemorate 
the 25th anniversary of the 1983 ter-
rorist bombing of the United States 
Marine Corps Barracks in Beirut, Leb-
anon. Let us honor all 272 members of 

the Armed Forces who gave their lives 
that day and recognize the 60 Ameri-
cans who survived the attack. These 
military men and women served proud-
ly, and many made the ultimate sac-
rifice that others around the world 
may know the gift of freedom. 
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They came from 39 States and Puerto 

Rico, and the sacrifices of these honor-
able military men and women will 
never be forgotten. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this very important resolu-
tion, and on behalf of myself and my 
husband, former Marine Staff Sergeant 
Steve Boyda, Semper Fi. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I might consume. 
Mr. Speaker, first I would like to 

thank the lady from Kansas for being 
on the floor during this discussion and 
debate. 

Mr. Speaker, on October 23, 1983, the 
war on terrorism began when a truck 
filled with explosives detonated outside 
of the United States Marine Corps bar-
racks in Beirut, Lebanon, killing 241 of 
our men in service. Between 1982 and 
1984, 272 marines, soldiers, and sailors 
from 39 States and Puerto Rico lost 
their lives while serving as peace-
keepers in Beirut. 

Mr. Speaker, I recently introduced H. 
Res. 1421, a resolution to solemnly 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of 
the tragic October 1983 terrorist bomb-
ing of the United States Marine Corps 
barracks in Beirut, to remember those 
who lost their lives and those who were 
injured. 

I would like to thank the leadership 
on both sides of the aisle, the Members 
of Congress who have cosponsored this 
resolution and the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee members and staff for 
their help in bringing this resolution to 
the floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, October 23 of this year 
will mark the 25th anniversary of the 
bombing of the Marine Corps barracks 
in Beirut, Lebanon. In the attack, as 
was said by the lady from Kansas, 241 
American heroes were lost: 220 Ma-
rines, 18 members of the Navy and 3 
soldiers. On October 23 of 2008, the 
friends, family, and comrades left be-
hind by the Beirut peacekeepers will 
gather once again to pay their re-
spects. This would be the appropriate 
time for the House of Representatives 
to show its appreciation. Honoring 
these servicemen is one way for us to 
again say thank you for sacrificing 
your lives so that the rest of us could 
live in freedom. 

Recognizing those who served in Bei-
rut will not just serve to further mourn 
their loss but to celebrate the peace 
and the American spirit that was em-
bodied in the mission of these fallen 
heroes. 

Mr. Speaker, in these uncertain 
times, we call upon the brave men and 

women of the military to overcome 
terror and defend the ideals that this 
great Nation was founded upon. One of 
my constituents, Charles Hall of Jack-
sonville, North Carolina, which is the 
home of Camp Lejeune Marine Base, 
was called upon 241⁄2 years ago, and he 
served our country honorably in Bei-
rut. Mr. HALL will be the first to tell 
you that the war on terrorism began 
well before September 11. In fact, many 
believe the war on terrorism began on 
October 23, 1983, in Beirut. 

On behalf of military families across 
the United States, I urge my colleagues 
to join in supporting and honoring 
those 241 Americans who were killed on 
October 23, 1983, in Beirut, Lebanon, 
and the 272 who died while serving in 
Beirut between 1982 and 1984. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I would re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I would just like to acknowledge the 
leadership and the good work of my 
friend and colleague, Mr. WALTER 
JONES of North Carolina. I think the 
American people sometimes don’t see 
bipartisanship, and I would just like to 
congratulate him for the many things 
that he has done to work across the 
aisle on behalf of our servicemen and 
women and on behalf of the American 
people in keeping this country safe. 

Too often, all the American people 
see is a lack of bipartisanship, and this 
is one where we come together on this 
resolution and on so many others on 
behalf of our servicemen and women, 
and, as I say, on behalf of keeping the 
American people safe and secure. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I have no 
further requests for time. I am pre-
pared to close after Mr. JONES has. 

I continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I would like to yield to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD) such 
time as he may consume. 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of this resolution, a 
similar resolution of which I intro-
duced at the suggestion of the ranking 
member of the Rules Committee, 
DAVID DREIER. He spoke to me about 
this and suggested that this type of 
resolution be considered by the House. 
I want to thank the majority leader for 
scheduling this resolution to com-
memorate and honor those who lost 
their lives in Beirut, Lebanon, during 
the bombing that took place. 

I also want to thank my classmate 
and friend, WALTER JONES, for his lead-
ership in introducing this resolution. I 
rise today to honor the United States 
Marines and other servicemembers who 
were killed in the Marine barracks 
bombing in Beirut, Lebanon, on Octo-
ber 23, 1983. 

On this day at approximately 6:20 
a.m., a delivery truck carrying explo-
sives drove through the gates into one 
of the barracks buildings and the ex-
plosives were detonated. This day was 
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the deadliest for the United States Ma-
rine Corps since the battle of Iwo Jima 
during World War II; 241 servicemen 
and women were killed and many oth-
ers were wounded. 

The servicemen and women serving 
in Beirut who were killed had been sent 
to serve as peacekeepers during the 15- 
year civil war in Lebanon. Throughout 
the time U.S. forces were in Lebanon, 
there were many instances in which 
American lives were lost. In April of 
1983, a similar suicide bombing oc-
curred at the United States Embassy 
killing 60 people, predominantly em-
bassy staff and U.S. Marines. President 
Reagan called this act ‘‘a vicious ter-
rorist bombing’’ and reiterated the 
United States’ commitment to peace in 
the region. As a Nation, we would not 
let such actions deter us from our goal. 

The fight against terrorism still con-
tinues today. Brave members of the 
Armed Forces risk their lives every 
day in an effort to bring an end to such 
attacks. While we take this time to 
honor those who were killed in Beirut, 
we also rededicate our country to the 
fight against terrorism. It is our hope 
that such despicable acts can be pre-
vented, not only just in Lebanon but 
also in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
and throughout the rest of the world. 
Progress has been made in Lebanon 
and progress towards peace will con-
tinue throughout the region. 

Today the Members of the House of 
Representatives and the rest of the Na-
tion join the families of these 241 fallen 
servicemembers to mourn their loss. 
We remember the courage of these Ma-
rines and other servicemembers who 
willingly put their lives on the line in 
order to serve their country and pro-
mote peace and security throughout 
the world. Our heartfelt prayers and 
sympathies go out to these families. 
Nearly 25 years after this terrible trag-
edy, we remember these brave men and 
women who made the ultimate sac-
rifice. 

During the 14 years that I have had 
the privilege of serving in the House of 
Representatives, I have made 13 trips 
to Lebanon. During the first time that 
I went there, there was a travel ban: 
the airport was closed, people were re-
stricted from traveling. We’ve made 
great progress in the last 14 years. 
Great progress. 

A great deal of the credit really goes 
to the people and the leadership of the 
country but also to President Bush and 
Secretary Rice for taking a great deal 
of interest in this country and not 
being dissuaded by terrorist attacks 
and not being dissuaded by those who 
would have our men and women in 
harm’s way. They have helped rebuild 
the country both politically and eco-
nomically. 

One of the saddest events that took 
place in the country 2 years ago was 
the assassination of the then Prime 
Minister Rafiq Hariri. There is an in-

vestigation going on in that. He was a 
true leader in the country. Since that 
time, there has continued to be 
progress being made in the country. 

As a matter of fact, President Bush 
will welcome the President of Lebanon 
tomorrow at the White House, the first 
time in the memory of many that the 
President of Lebanon will be coming to 
the United States and actually having 
a visit with President Bush and the 
Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice. 
This is an extraordinary event for the 
country of Lebanon, for the people of 
Lebanon, for those of us in this country 
who have worked very hard to develop 
the kind of relationship with their gov-
ernment and our government. We’re de-
lighted that the new President of Leb-
anon will be visiting Washington and 
visiting President Bush. 

We’ve made progress, and we’ve made 
that progress through the great sac-
rifice of our men and women who serve 
in the Embassy in Lebanon and the 
men and women who sacrificed their 
lives during the time of the attack 25 
years ago. So it’s very fitting today 
that we not only recognize their fami-
lies and those but we recognize the fact 
that our government leaders have 
reached out to this small country in a 
way that has enabled us to make great 
progress. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I wonder 

if it would be possible as I conclude 
here if you would allow the House one 
moment of silence so we could say a 
quiet prayer for the 200-plus Marines 
and families who lost their lives. 

I ask that the Chair allow for a mo-
ment of silence to remember those who 
lost their lives during the bombing 
that took place in Lebanon 25 years 
ago. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers will rise and pay tribute for 1 
minute. 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I just wish to, before we close out, ac-
knowledge the service of Mr. LAHOOD 
from Illinois. Again, a true patriot and 
somebody who has reached across 
party lines on a regular basis to find 
resolutions on some of the toughest 
issues. I just appreciate that, and I cer-
tainly appreciate the moment of si-
lence. Thank you very much. 

Again, on behalf of a very grateful 
Nation, I urge my colleagues to join me 
in supporting this very important reso-
lution. 

I continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I will be 
very brief. 

I want to thank the gentlelady from 
Kansas for her comments, not about 
me but about the fact that in this Na-
tion we need to work together. The 
country is in financial trouble. We’ve 
got men and women overseas in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, and we do, on the 
Armed Services Committee, work to-

gether for the good of the country; and 
let’s do that on the floor of the House, 
especially in the coming months. 

To the gentleman from Illinois who’s 
leaving Congress, he is a classmate. 
Mr. LAHOOD, thank you for your com-
ments. Thank you for the moment of 
remembrance in prayer. I think that’s 
so important. 

Again, I want to thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I want to thank the lady from 
Kansas. We have brought this to the 
floor and we are saying 25 years later 
to the families, ‘‘We didn’t forget you. 
We, the House of Representatives, will 
never forget you.’’ And may we never 
forget those who have given their lives 
for their country and those who are 
fighting for this country in Afghani-
stan and Iraq. 
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With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. I would just 
say God bless these families, and God 
bless the United States of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Kansas (Mrs. 
BOYDA) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1421, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
2638, CONSOLIDATED SECURITY, 
DISASTER ASSISTANCE, AND 
CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2009 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1488 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1488 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2638) making 
appropriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes, with 
the Senate amendment thereto, and to con-
sider in the House, without intervention of 
any point of order except those arising under 
clause 10 of rule XXI, a motion offered by the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropria-
tions or his designee that the House concur 
in the Senate amendment with the amend-
ment printed in the report of the Committee 
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