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The first provision would create strict train-

ing standards for all railroad employee inspec-
tors. Railroad inspectors have expressed frus-
tration over their lack of training curriculum. 
They claim that most training is on the job and 
from coworkers. This provision creates strong 
training, testing, and skills evaluation meas-
ures to ensure that inspectors are able to ad-
dress critical safety defects that contribute to 
derailments and accidents. 

The second provision would fund Operation 
Lifesaver for $7 million over the next 4 years. 
Operation Lifesaver is a rail safety awareness 
program that provides public service an-
nouncements, school presentations, brochures 
and materials, and support for public aware-
ness campaigns. The goal of this public edu-
cation program is to end collisions, deaths, 
and injuries at highway-rail grade crossings 
and on railroad rights-of-way. The program is 
supported by a wide range of partners includ-
ing Federal, State and local government agen-
cies, highway safety organizations, law en-
forcement, and the Nation’s railroads. The pro-
vision will also create a pilot program for sus-
tained outreach in high risk areas, as defined 
by number of accidents and population density 
near the tracks. 

The third provision would prohibit the Fed-
eral Government from allowing train safety in-
spections in Mexico from satisfying U.S. safety 
requirements. Railroad companies have tried 
multiple times to receive waivers from the 
Federal Government from having to perform 
safety inspections of trains that cross the bor-
der. Safety inspections in Mexico are much 
different than those performed on our side of 
the border and we must make sure U.S. rail 
safety laws are being followed. 

H.R. 2095 also includes a major provision 
regarding the implementation of Positive Train 
Control (PTC) systems that is vital to ensuring 
that accidents such as the recent Metrolink 
tragedy never happen again. The bill requires 
all major railroads and passenger railroads to 
implement PTC by December 31, 2015. PTC 
systems have the ability to stop trains auto-
matically before accidents occur by using 
switch position indicators, track integrity tech-
nology, GPS systems, and other technology. 
The bill also includes a grant program to as-
sist the railroads in deploying PTC systems. 

I am concerned that an important provision 
regarding State regulation was not included in 
this final bill. The State regulation provision 
would have ensured the original intent of Con-
gress to give States regulatory authority to ad-
dress local safety hazards. 

The provision is necessary because Federal 
Appellate Courts have preempted every at-
tempt by the States to implement rail safety 
provisions where the FRA has not acted. This 
was not the original intent of Congress. The 
Federal Railroad Safety Act as passed in 1970 
says, ‘‘The States will retain the authority to 
regulate individual local problems where nec-
essary to eliminate or reduce essentially local 
railroad safety hazards.’’ 

States and local communities cannot rely on 
the limited FRA resources to address their 
safety concerns. States must be allowed to 
regulate the railroad in order to protect their 
property and their citizens. I hope this impor-
tant safety issue will be addressed in the next 
Congress. 

I also support the Amtrak and passenger rail 
section of H.R. 2095 which makes a dramatic 
investment in our passenger rail system that 
will provide jobs, strengthen the economy, and 
improve the environment. 

The bill creates a new State Grant Program 
that provides $380 million per year for intercity 
passenger rail. This is desperately needed in 
California as it has 3 of the top 5 busiest rail 
corridors in the U.S. These corridors include 
Pacific Surfliner from San Diego through Los 
Angeles to San Luis Obispo, the Capitol Cor-
ridor from San Francisco through Sacramento 
to Auburn, and the San Joaquin Corridors 
from Bakersfield to Oakland and Sacramento. 

The bill will greatly assist the Sunset Lim-
ited, which travels through my district, by alle-
viating ‘‘choke points’’ with congestion grants 
and a new process for mediating disputes with 
freight railroads at the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB). It also provides funding for a 
High Speed Rail System which California has 
been working on. 

The passenger rail section includes a provi-
sion I authored regarding compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the 
raising of station platforms. L.A. Metrolink and 
many other commuter railroads have fully 
complied with ADA rules by putting ramps and 
lifts in all of their stations so the disabled com-
munity can safely and easily board the trains. 
DOT has proposed making a rule that would 
require all railroad stations to fully raise their 
platforms to the floor level of the trains enter-
ing the station. The problem is that most pas-
senger rail stations are serviced by multiple 
railroad companies with different train sets. 
Raising the platform could create major 
vertical and horizontal gaps between the trains 
and the platform. This would make it harder 
for the disabled community to safely and effi-
ciently enter and exit trains. The provision I 
authored requires Amtrak to study how raising 
station platforms will affect the safe and effi-
cient boarding of trains for all passengers. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly support passage 
of H.R. 2095, this very important railroad safe-
ty and passenger rail bill. I thank the Chair-
man for shepherding this bill through the legis-
lative process. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1492. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 7005, by the yeas and nays; 

H.R. 7006, by the yeas and nays; 
S. 2606, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX 
RELIEF ACT OF 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 7005, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. NEAL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7005. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 393, nays 30, 
not voting 10, as follows: 

[Roll No. 634] 

YEAS—393 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Berkley 
Berman 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Carter 

Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chabot 
Childers 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards (MD) 
Edwards (TX) 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 

Fossella 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gillibrand 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
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