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Mr. Yovino played an active role in the Gen-

eral Plans of 1975, 1984 and 2025, as well as 
plans for the Mixed Use Ordinance, Commu-
nity Design Guidelines and the Full Enter-
prising of the Planning and Building Safety 
Services Division. In addition Nick was instru-
mental on the Tower District and Fulton-Lowell 
Specific Plans, the Bullard Community Plan, 
the Pinedale and Highway City Woodward 
Park Community Plan and the Southeast 
Growth Area Expansions. 

Nick has a natural gift and ability of bringing 
people of diverse thinking together that has al-
ways resulted in making the city and county of 
Fresno a better community for residents and 
visitors alike. Over the years Nick has been an 
extraordinary leader and a friend. 

Madam Speaker, it goes without saying that 
Mr. Yovino’s dedication and accomplishments 
in planning and development with the city of 
Fresno gained him the respect and apprecia-
tion from all who had the pleasure to work 
with him and know him. He worked hard, he 
sacrificed time away from his family, and he 
expected little in return. With retirement now a 
reality, as Nick prepares to spend more time 
with his children and grandchildren, we thank 
him and honor him for his many years of serv-
ice. 
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HONORING WILLIAM H. GATES, SR. 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of a committed philanthropist, 
an exemplary public servant and an honorable 
veteran, William H. Gates, Sr. Through a life-
time of work and leadership, Mr. Gates has 
accomplished extraordinary good; changing 
millions of lives for the better. Although he 
cares little about personal accolades and 
awards—of which he has received many—I 
believe he is the living embodiment of the spir-
it of the Presidential Medal of Freedom. It is 
an award he richly deserves. 

An Eagle Scout from Bremerton, Wash-
ington, Mr. Gates served 3 years in the U.S. 
Army during World War II before earning his 
bachelors and law degrees from the University 
of Washington in 1949 and 1950, respectively. 
His law career led to the establishment of one 
of the largest and most successful law firms in 
Seattle. 

No matter his professional aspirations, Mr. 
Gates never wavered in his philanthropic spir-
it. As president of both the Seattle/King Coun-
ty and the Washington State Bar associations, 
he focused his efforts on equal justice for the 
poor and disadvantaged, ultimately prompting 
the Washington Supreme Court to create an 
Access to Justice Board, now a national 
model. 

Additionally, he and his late wife, Mary Max-
well Gates, served admirably with the United 
Way of King County, Washington, beginning in 
the 1960s and spanning several decades. 
Mrs. Gates became board chair of the United 
Way in 1973, a position Mr. Gates presently 
occupies. In all, Mr. Gates has served as a 
trustee, officer and volunteer for more than 

two dozen organizations in northwest Wash-
ington. 

Perhaps his most lasting and indelible leg-
acy will be his work as the co-chair and CEO 
of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, a phi-
lanthropy with an endowment of more than 
$24 billion, the largest in history. With the help 
of his son, Bill Gates, the founder of Microsoft 
Corporation, the Gates Foundation has pro-
vided an outlet for Mr. Gates to continue his 
lifelong quest for equality in every aspect of 
life—especially education. 

Most are aware of the inspirational work the 
foundation has done around the world to com-
bat crises in health and education in some of 
the most impoverished nations in the world. 
What is less known is the ‘‘smaller’’ help the 
foundation provides to local school districts 
and townships to help spur a promising edu-
cational program or fill a gap in technology 
funds. Countless examples exist nationwide of 
significant progress made in all areas of edu-
cation because of a gift from the Gates Foun-
dation. 

The incredible vision of Mr. Gates, his son 
Bill and wife Melinda, is truly a blessing to the 
entire world and it is a vision Mr. Gates cul-
tivated and perfected over many decades. 

The tireless work of Mr. Gates on behalf of 
the less fortunate in the United States and 
around the world is well documented. The im-
pact of his lifelong ambitions is legendary. Re-
cipients of the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
have, among other things, ‘‘been leaders in 
their chosen fields, have led lives of vision and 
character, and have made especially meri-
torious contributions to our nation and the 
world.’’ I can think of no one who fulfills that 
description better than William H. Gates, Sr. 
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FILIPINO VETERANS BENEFIT 
VOTE 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, I am truly dis-
appointed that the United States Congress 
today would even consider giving benefits to 
Filipino veterans and ignore American vet-
erans who were victims of the Bataan Death 
March in the Philippines. 

In crafting H.R. 6897, which gives all Filipino 
veterans benefits, did you know that the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee dumped a provision 
to the bill that would have authorized $4 a day 
for the American survivors of the Bataan 
Death March? 

Did you know that of the 4,500 veterans that 
survived the march, there are only 1,700 
American veterans or spouses alive today? 
Why would Congress ignore these American 
veterans and their spouses? 

Passing any legislation that would give for-
eigners veterans benefits from the American 
taxpayer without providing just compensation 
to our citizen veterans is unfair. These are 
Americans who in the Bataan Death March 
were tortured, imprisoned, and starved; and, 
to date, have been denied benefits Congress 
would grant to Filipinos. Does the United 
States Congress have no conscience? Fur-

thermore, it is incredible that the Japanese 
Diet is considering giving benefits to the Japa-
nese captors who are responsible for torturing 
and maiming our own men. Now the U.S. 
Congress is adding another insult to those 
who suffered in the Bataan Death March. The 
provision that was not included in H.R. 6897, 
the Filipino Benefits bill, is included in H.R. 
1570, The Samuel B. Moody Bataan Death 
March Compensation Act, which I have intro-
duced year after year. A copy of a previous 
‘‘Dear Colleague’’ letter that I sent to Members 
of Congress and the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee contained the following information: 

BATAAN DEATH MARCH SURVIVORS DESERVE 
JUST COMPENSATION 

Dear Colleague: In 1942, American and Al-
lied troops fought bravely against the Japa-
nese army during the Second World War on 
the Bataan Peninsula in the Philippines. Due 
to the low supplies and no hope of reinforce-
ments, these men fought valiantly until they 
were forced to surrender to the enemy. Our 
troops were corralled in the Mariveles, just 
south of Bataan, and were forced to endure 
the journey of their lives—the Bataan Death 
March. 

Treatment by their Japanese captors was 
inhumane and often fatal as those who could 
not continue marching were summarily beat-
en or executed on the spot. Many marchers 
attempted to escape into the jungles and 
some succeeded; however, most were forced 
to continue on their journey. Once they 
reached the railroad sidings, the troops were 
crammed into railroad cars like cattle. After 
reaching Camp O’Donnell in the jungles of 
Arlac Province, our soldiers were held as 
prisoners of war (POWs) for over 31⁄2 years. 

Over the years, Congress has adopted pro-
visions concerning the pay, allowances and 
benefits of members of the uniformed serv-
ices in ‘‘missing status’’ and ‘‘POWs’’. As a 
general proposition, the provisions are in-
tended to leave members of the uniformed 
services who are in ‘‘missing status’’ and 
‘‘POWs’’, including their dependents, in the 
same position they would have been if the 
members were not missing. Unfortunately, 
veterans of the Bataan Death March were 
never given their due allowances or benefits. 
It is only fitting that those soldiers who 
bravely fought and sacrificed for our freedom 
be appropriately compensated for their serv-
ice to our country. 

In an effort to give these brave men their 
just benefits, I have introduced H.R. 1570. 
This legislation would provide compensation 
to those individuals who were forced to par-
take and held imprisoned following the ruth-
less procession. I ask you to join me in this 
effort by cosponsoring this legislation and 
ensuring that those who gave so much in 
service to our Nation receive just compensa-
tion for their sacrifice and valor. Today a 
grave injustice was committed when Amer-
ican POW Bataan Death March Survivors 
were ignored and left behind. 

While this statement is in opposition to 
the action approved by the U.S. House today, 
I in no way want to imply that the military 
service sacrifice by Filipino nationals to the 
United States should not be recognized, ap-
preciated or properly compensated. 
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