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Richmond has been blessed for several 

decades with a strong and dedicated leader. 
Every community deserves a public servant as 
devoted as Mayor Hilmar Moore. His service 
cannot be overstated and I am proud to com-
mend such a remarkable individual. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF RICHARD LESLIE 
COMBS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the exemplary career of 
Denver architect Mr. Richard Leslie Combs, 
who will be retiring at the end of this year. 
Throughout his career, Mr. Combs has made 
significant contributions to the practice of ar-
chitecture on the local and national levels. 

Richard Leslie Combs was born in Glen-
dale, California on July 17, 1945. The son of 
Leslie and Annabelle Combs, Dick grew up in 
Hereford, Texas with his brothers Greg and 
Brent. In 1970, Mr. Combs obtained a Bach-
elor of Architecture degree from Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock, Texas. Shortly after 
graduation, he relocated to Denver, Colorado 
where in January 1971 he was hired by the of-
fice of Charles S. Sink, Architect. Serving in 
the role of project architect and project man-
ager, Mr. Combs’ contribution to the office was 
immediate and he was named an associate 
that same year. 

As a licensed architect with his certification 
from the National Council of Architectural Reg-
istration Boards (NCARB), he managed some 
of the firm’s most influential projects, including 
the McNichols Sports Arena. Upon its comple-
tion in 1975, McNichols was hailed as one of 
the first major league event centers in the 
country and quickly became an iconic piece of 
architecture for the city of Denver. 

In 1979, Mr. Combs became a principle of 
the firm, whose name was changed to Sink 
Combs and Associates. He served as Vice 
President and Secretary and acted as the 
firm’s quality control officer, ensuring that the 
work executed by the firm was of the highest 
professional standard. During this time, Mr. 
Combs oversaw projects such as the Pano-
rama Point Office Building, 183 Inverness Of-
fice Building, SOCO Place, and 1900 Grant 
Office Building. 

In 1985, with the addition of Don Dethlefs 
as a principal, the firm—now Sink Combs 
Dethlefs and Associates—began to expand its 
sports architecture expertise throughout the 
local and national markets and in Canada, 
completing projects such as the Fargodome in 
Fargo, North Dakota, the San Jose Arena, 
which is now known as the HP Pavilion, the 
Save Mart Center at Fresno State University, 
and the MTS Centre in Winnipeg, Canada. 
The successful completion of those projects 
enabled Mr. Combs and the firm and to build 
a national reputation for exceptional client 
service, cost-effective building design, and ex-
pertise in sports and recreation architecture. 

With the retirement of Charles S. Sink, Mr. 
Combs naturally assumed the role of the firm’s 

leader. He became responsible for managing 
the company and nurturing relationships with 
the community, clients, and firm employees. 
Under his leadership the depth of experience 
and breadth of knowledge of the firm has ex-
panded. His has retained key employees and 
groomed the firm for growth by naming Andy 
Barnard a Principal in 1993 and Chris Kastelic 
a Principal in 2004. 

Mr. Combs’ accomplishments reach far be-
yond the projects he has managed. Through 
his warm and caring nature, he has attracted 
and trained a new generation of architects and 
fostered an atmosphere of camaraderie within 
the office. He has mentored numerous young 
architects through their career paths encour-
aging personal growth, accountability, and 
public duty. He has demonstrated that archi-
tecture is not just about designing buildings 
but about serving clients and the community. 
Under his leadership, the firm has won numer-
ous design awards and has participated in 
countless charitable pursuits and community 
outreach programs. 

Richard Combs is a leading architect and 
businessman in Denver. He is the current 
President for the Denver Chapter of the Amer-
ican Institute of Architects, where he is work-
ing to promote sustainable, energy efficient 
building design, including resource conserva-
tion. As Congress increases its efforts to pro-
mote green buildings, his guidance has been 
extremely valuable. 

Richard Combs has contributed over thirty- 
seven years of service to the practice of archi-
tecture while maintaining a rich and fulfilling 
personal life. Dick is married to Sue Combs 
and has three children—Leslie, Patrick and 
Daniel, and one granddaughter, Sadie. 

He is retiring from a career that has left an 
outstanding legacy. I want to join his partners, 
employees, friends, and family in expressing 
my respect and appreciation and wishing him 
many well-deserved years of health, rest and 
relaxation. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SACRAMENTO 
COUNTY FARM BUREAU 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today with my colleagues, Con-
gressman DAN LUNGREN and Congresswoman 
DORIS MATSUI, to recognize the Sacramento 
County Farm Bureau on the occasion of its 
selection as the first recipient of the 2008 Out-
standing Achievement in Farm Health & Safe-
ty Recognition Award by the Western Center 
for Agricultural Health and Safety at the Uni-
versity of California, Davis. The award is given 
in recognition of an individual, group, organi-
zation, association or business that consist-
ently strives to reduce agricultural workplace 
injuries and improve overall health on the 
farm. 

The Sacramento County Farm Bureau 
(SCFB) was established in 1917 to support 
the Sacramento County farming community. 
SCFB is also a member of the California Farm 
Bureau Federation, a non-profit organization of 

farmers and ranchers with over 90,000 mem-
bers throughout California. The Sacramento 
County farmers and ranchers supported by the 
SCFB produce approximately 75 different 
crops with a total annual crop value of over 
$325 million. 

On September 19, the Western Center for 
Agricultural Health and Safety at UC Davis 
honored the SCFB and its leaders, President 
Ken Oneto and Executive Director Charlotte 
Mitchell, for its advancement of new agricul-
tural health and safety practices and their de-
velopment of model farm safety programs. 
The SCFB exemplifies exceptional involve-
ment in promoting practices not only on the 
farm, but within communities through health 
fairs reaching farm workers, their families, and 
children. 

Annually, the SCFB hosts a major safety 
seminar attended by approximately 200 farm 
workers and 20 employers and supervisors. 
To ensure a broad audience, all of the classes 
are offered in Spanish and English. The pre-
senters are experts in their fields and come 
from a variety of private and public organiza-
tions. While the specific topics change each 
year, presenters always include representa-
tives from the California Highway Patrol, local 
Fire Departments, County Health Department, 
CalOSHA, Blood Source, AmeriCorps, UC 
Davis and State Fund. The Sacramento Coun-
ty Farm Bureau’s leadership in bringing agri-
cultural employees together with safety offi-
cers and other agricultural safety representa-
tives not only reduces workplace injuries, but 
improves family health and their communities 
overall. 

In the last several years, the SCFB has also 
expanded its activities to include a well at-
tended Health Fair for families. This major un-
dertaking has enabled many families to re-
ceive free medical testing and basic health 
training that they might otherwise not receive. 

Additionally, the SCFB sponsors two impor-
tant programs for the agricultural community: 
the Young Farmers and Ranchers Program 
and the Foundation for Agricultural Education. 
The Young Farmers and Ranchers Program 
consists of a committee of the Farm Bureau 
members that organize young people between 
the ages of 18 and 35 who support the agri-
cultural community. Established in July 2000, 
the Foundation for Agricultural Education’s pri-
mary purpose is to provide scholastic financial 
awards to high school and college students 
continuing their education at the university 
level. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in acknowledging and congratulating the 
Sacramento County Farm Bureau and its lead-
ership for its ongoing service to its members, 
California’s farm workers, their families, and 
Sacramento’s agricultural communities. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to the Republican Leadership standards 
on earmarks, I am submitting the following in-
formation for publication in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks I received 
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