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today to recognize the contributions of Ms. 
Mary Olson, a resident of Mahtomedi, Min-
nesota who has served as a dedicated De-
partment of Defense civilian employee since 
1980. On this, the occasion of her retirement, 
it is fitting to reflect on her remarkable career 
as a public servant. 

For 28 years, Ms. Olson has tirelessly sup-
ported the United States and the Department 
of Defense as a Policy Program Manager and 
Human Resources Specialist focusing in the 
areas of pay, leave and quality of work life 
issues. Her insights and policy initiatives have 
contributed greatly to the Department’s ability 
to acquire and sustain the talent required to 
successfully accomplish its mission. It is a 
pleasure to commend her for her service and 
to extend to her the gratitude of a grateful na-
tion. 

Ms. Olson has served both in the conti-
nental United States and overseas. When 
leadership and managers needed an answer 
on which they could rely, they called on Ms. 
Olson. Her expertise is in and of itself worthy 
of recognition. However, she has also 
mentored untold numbers of human resources 
personnel in a manner that instilled unparal-
leled professionalism, a strong work ethic, and 
a model for persistence in resolving issues 
adeptly and accurately. She leaves a legacy of 
comprehensive compensation policies, as well 
as a cadre of expertly prepared human re-
sources practitioners who will ensure the De-
partment has and will continue to have the 
policies it needs for talent management. 

Mary has been an inspiration and example 
for younger Federal employees and to her 
family. She battled back from a debilitating ac-
cident that would have caused most to give 
up. In Mary’s case, however, her courage, for-
titude and generosity of spirit spurred her on 
to be a major contributor to the Department’s 
Civilian Personnel Policies, and a leader for all 
with whom she came in contact. Her zest for 
life was and is contagious! 

After many years away, Mary has returned 
to Minnesota where she will no doubt continue 
to inspire others. With Mary’s retirement from 
Federal service, Minnesota has reclaimed a 
fine daughter who will be a great contributor to 
her community. Mary may be retiring, but, we 
can be assured that she will continue working 
in some form, and will through her words and 
deeds be an exemplary citizen. 

On behalf of myself and the many Federal 
employees, managers and leaders who have 
been helped directly by her work, I offer sin-
cere gratitude to Ms. Mary Olson and wish her 
and her family all the best in her retirement 
years. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE ‘‘NO LIMITS’’ 
AWARD WINNERS 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the winners of the ‘‘No Lim-
its’’ awards from the HealthSouth Rehabilita-
tion Hospital of Altoona. HealthSouth has pre-
sented these rehabilitation awards to members 

of their community who have remained stead-
fast in overcoming an illness or disability. This 
year I congratulate: Trudy White, winner of the 
‘‘No Limits’’ Advocate Award and Dustin Dillon 
and Franklin Foster, winners of the ‘‘No Lim-
its’’ Personal Achievement Awards. 

In March 2007, Trudy White was admitted to 
the Altoona Hospital for shortness of breath 
with both respiratory and congestive heart fail-
ure and was placed on a ventilator for several 
days. Trudy came to HealthSouth in May 2007 
and was then transferred to Johnstown Select 
Specialty Hospital after being diagnosed with 
critical illness myopathy. Trudy was placed on 
a ventilator for several weeks while also bat-
tling diabetes. Trudy went through an ex-
tremely exhausting period but was able to 
overcome her illness. Trudy is currently in the 
Wellness Program and even volunteers her 
time with patient charts and at a lunchtime 
group. While Trudy’s life was completely inter-
rupted by her illness, she was able to over-
come each challenge with an embracing 
smile, a warm heart, and a strong mind. While 
still working to fight against her illness, Trudy 
is an active mother and grandmother attending 
her grandson’s baseball games and hosting 
pizza parties at ‘‘Trudy’s Place.’’ 

Dustin Dillon is the recipient of the ‘‘No Lim-
its’’ Personal Achievement Award. Dustin was 
nominated for this award by his father. Dustin 
was born 10 weeks premature and had a 
bleed on his brain requiring a shunt when he 
was only 2 months old. While going to school 
and attending classes, Dustin would suffer 
from headaches and stomach problems. As a 
result, Dustin was taken to the hospital for a 
CAT scan and then transferred to another 
hospital. Dustin suffered a stroke while await-
ing diagnosis and went into a coma. The doc-
tors told Dustin’s parents that his chance for 
recovery was less than 5 percent. Dustin’s fa-
ther, Gary, would sit and talk with his son in 
the evenings and encourage him to respond. 
Dustin was able to move his hands and feet 
at his father’s request. After an examination, 
Dustin was transferred to HealthSouth Al-
toona. After spending a month there, Dustin 
was able to talk, sit up, eat regular foods, and 
wash and dress himself. Dustin has returned 
to school and continues his therapy as an out-
patient. Thanks to Dustin’s hard work and the 
help of his therapist at HealthSouth, Dustin 
was able to return to school at West Branch 
Senior High School. 

Franklin Foster is also a recipient of the ‘‘No 
Limits’’ Personal Achievement Award. Frank 
has suffered four strokes since 2004 and has 
been a patient of HealthSouth ever since. The 
strokes have severely impaired Frank’s 
speech and limited his ability to swallow. 
Though it is difficult to understand Frank’s 
speech, he continues to use his speech clarity 
strategies he has learned in therapy. Frank 
has incredible patience and never appears to 
be frustrated. Frank loves to tell jokes, and he 
works hard so others can appreciate and com-
prehend his humor. Frank’s cheerfulness has 
inspired many on staff at HealthSouth, and he 
continues to work to overcome his disability. 

Congratulations to Trudy, Dustin and Frank-
lin. Their accomplishments are a testament 
that with hard work, persistence, and a big 
heart, we can overcome any hardship. I con-
gratulate each of them on their perseverance, 

and I wish them the best as they continue to 
overcome their illnesses and disabilities while 
setting an example for the rest of the commu-
nity. 
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IN HONOR OF RACHEL C. KING 
COUNSEL FOR THE HOUSE COM-
MITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, Mr. SCOTT 
of Virginia, Mr. SMITH of Texas, Mr. GOHMERT, 
and I would like to submit this statement into 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD on behalf of all 
the Members and staff of the Judiciary Com-
mittee regarding our dear friend and col-
league, Rachel King, who, after a long battle 
with cancer, passed away on August 25, 
2008, at her home in Wayne, Maine, over-
looking Dexter Pond, surrounded by family 
and friends. 

We were privileged to know Rachel during 
her time as counsel to the House Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and 
Homeland Security. Many of us, and many 
others who work on Capitol Hill, already knew 
her from when she worked with the American 
Civil Liberties Union. 

Rachel was one of the most intelligent, pas-
sionate, and committed advocates in the fight 
for justice and equality. On issue after issue, 
whether it was the death penalty, mandatory 
minimum sentencing, drug policy, child sol-
diers, or denial of due process, Rachel was a 
clear, strong, and articulate voice for justice, 
and she was loved and admired for it. She 
continued to pursue this commitment ener-
getically at the Committee right up until the 
week before her last days in Maine. 

She was well-known and well-respected for 
her tireless advocacy against capital punish-
ment. She authored two books about the 
death penalty, each from the perspective of 
families affected—one, regarding families of 
murder victims; the other, families of the con-
demned. She also wrote a novel detailing the 
lives, challenges and triumphs of advocates in 
Washington, DC, working for progressive so-
cial causes. And many did not know that she 
was pursuing a master’s degree in creative 
writing at Johns Hopkins University, in addition 
to the Juris Doctorate and Masters in Law de-
grees she already had. 

We will remember Rachel not only for the 
wise and experienced counsel she gave us on 
issues going to the heart of what a criminal 
justice system should look like in a civilized 
society, but also for her gentle and tireless 
spirit. 

We are grateful that she chose to spend the 
last part of her distinguished career working 
with us. 
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