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TOM ROSS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise today to 
recognize the outstanding service of Tom G. 
Ross on the occasion of his retirement after 
more than 40 years of serving and protecting 
others in law enforcement. 

Tom began his career in July of 1967 and 
faithfully served as a law enforcement officer 
for more than forty years, including twenty- 
eight years in the City of Long Beach, Cali-
fornia and more than 12 years in the City of 
Smithville, Missouri. Over the years, Tom has 
received special recognition from his com-
mand staff due to his strong personal quali-
ties, professional skills and his willingness to 
put his country and fellow citizens before him-
self. 

Tom has earned the gratitude and respect 
of his fellow officers and fellow citizens of 
Smithville, Missouri. His life’s dedication and 
hard work should serve as an example to the 
rest of us on how we can better serve each 
other and our great nation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in commending Tom Ross for his 
dedicated service to ensuring the safety of the 
people of Smithville, Missouri. I know Tom’s 
colleagues, family and friends join with me in 
thanking him for his commitment to others and 
wishing him happiness and good health in his 
retirement. 

f 

HONORING TAIWAN’S NATIONAL 
DAY, OCTOBER 10TH 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to extend to the people of Taiwan my 
heartiest congratulations as we approach Oc-
tober 10 or National Day—the founding day of 
the Republic of China. 

Since Taiwan’s government was originally 
founded on the Chinese mainland nearly one 
hundred years ago, the people and govern-
ment of the republic have made great eco-
nomic and political strides. 

Over the last several decades, Taiwan has 
been transformed from a one-party state, into 
a thriving global economic powerhouse, a gen-
erous and responsible member of the inter-
national community, and one of the most vi-
brant multi-party democracies in the Western 
Pacific. 

Madam Speaker, this year was an espe-
cially eventful year in Taiwan’s democratic 
evolution as voters on the island went to the 
polls to elect a new president and vote on a 
nationwide referendum. The results saw Tai-
wan’s voters overseeing the second peaceful 
transfer of power there since Taiwan’s remark-
able transition to democracy in the 1990’s. 

The Taiwanese people deserve our respect 
and admiration for moving forward with this 

historic election—courageously going to the 
polls despite pressure and threats of violence 
from the Beijing authorities and their so-called 
‘‘anti-secession law.’’ 

Again, I rise to congratulate the Taiwanese 
people, and I hope that this important holiday 
will continue to inspire everyone on the island 
to continue working together to preserve a 
bright future for democratic Taiwan. 

f 

HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LIFETRACK RE-
SOURCES 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor Lifetrack Resources in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, on its 60th anniversary. 
During the past six decades, Lifetrack Re-
sources has grown from a small charity into 
one of the largest community-based nonprofits 
serving families and individuals throughout the 
Twin Cities region. 

Lifetrack Resources was originally founded 
on September 1, 1948, as the St. Paul Reha-
bilitation Center to meet the needs of injured 
veterans returning from World War II and the 
polio epidemic. In a true collaboration, the Am-
herst H. Wilder Charity, the Junior League of 
St. Paul, the MN Society for Crippled Children 
and Adults, and the board of directors of Fam-
ily Nursing Service of St. Paul came together 
to meet the needs of the community. These 
partnerships have continued through the 
years, and young children with disabilities re-
ceived preschool education and both children 
and adults were provided physical, occupa-
tional, and speech therapy services at 
Lifetrack Resources. Over the years, Lifetrack 
developed model rehabilitation therapies and 
employment programs that were expanded 
through mergers with the Jewish Vocation 
Service to establish a comprehensive rehabili-
tation center and the St. Paul Hearing and 
Speech Center to provide audiology services 
for children who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
In 2000, St. Paul Rehabilitation Center was re-
named Lifetrack Resources to embody the or-
ganization’s extensive service to the greater 
Twin Cities area. 

Today, Lifetrack Resources provides effec-
tive employment services and therapies to a 
wide-range of adults and children who en-
counter multiple obstacles to achievement—in-
cluding those facing some of the most difficult 
challenges—immigrants and refugees, people 
with mental illness, individuals with criminal 
records, and our homeless population. 
Partnering with community organizations, 
Lifetrack Resources helps over 11,000 people 
each year to make positive changes in their 
lives by providing the skills and support they 
need, resulting in increased employment and 
economic opportunities and empowered 
healthy families. I have seen first hand how 
the success stories that Lifetrack Resources 
fosters continue to not only save government 
funds and improve our economy, but also 
strengthen our community’s health and well- 
being. 

Madam Speaker, in honor of Lifetrack Re-
sources’ committed donors, staff, volunteers, 
community partners, and clients, I am pleased 
to submit this statement for the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD recognizing the 60th anniver-
sary of Lifetrack Resources. 

f 

THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
AND CIVILIAN LAW ENFORCE-
MENT COORDINATION ACT OF 
2008 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, today I am 
introducing the Department of Defense and Ci-
vilian Law Enforcement Coordination Act of 
2008. My bill would amend Federal law to per-
mit Department of Defense law enforcement 
officers to better coordinate and cooperate 
with civilian law enforcement agencies. I draft-
ed this legislation in cooperation with the Fra-
ternal Order of Police, FOP, because many 
DOD law enforcement officers in my district 
have informed me that they are prohibited 
from basic coordination and cooperation with 
civilian agencies near DOD facilities. We need 
to ensure that Federal, State, and local law 
enforcement are able to work together to ap-
prehend criminals and to prevent and solve 
crimes. I hope that my colleagues will join me 
in cosponsoring this important legislation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 616, rollcall No. 617, and rollcall No. 618, 
I was not present. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall No. 616, ‘‘yes’’ on 
rollcall No. 617, and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall No. 618. 

f 

CRITICIZING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
ANTIGUA FOR THE EXPROPRIA-
TION OF HALF MOON BAY RE-
SORT 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to discuss a regrettable situation which we 
have been monitoring for some time now. 

I am talking about the expropriation of the 
Half Moon Bay Resort in Antigua, which be-
longed to a group of American citizens, who 
developed the property into an internationally 
recognized vacation destination and have 
owned it for over 35 years. 

The Hurricanes that hit the Caribbean in 
1995 severely damaged the resort, making it 
necessary to negotiate a financial package to 
rebuild the property. Instead of assisting the 
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owners in that regard, the Government of Anti-
gua saw this as an opportunity to force the 
owners to sell it—at what would be its lowest 
value—to certain ‘‘friends of the Government’’. 
When the owners refused to sell and ex-
pressed a determination to rebuild instead, the 
Government of Antigua responded by repeat-
edly blocking their efforts to do so. 

The Government of Antigua made its first 
overt attempt to expropriate the property in 
December 2000. At that time, some twenty 
Congressmen and Senators intervened by 
writing directly to the Prime Minister of Antigua 
and the Antiguan Ambassador in Washington, 
expressing their concern at such a move. That 
caused the Government of Antigua to back off 
for a few months. 

However, after a short time, the Govern-
ment of Antigua returned to its original plan 
and proceeded to a parliamentary declaration 
allowing the Government to exercise eminent 
domain over the property. The owners de-
fended their rights and spent the next six 
years in litigation—with our State Department 
doing little more than placing an occasional in-
quiry with the Government of Antigua as to 
how they were getting along. 

In June of 2007—a year ago—the Privy 
Council in London reviewed the case brought 
by the U.S. owners and, taking the lines of our 
own Kelo Supreme Court Decision one step 
further, decided that the Government of Anti-
gua had the right of eminent domain to forcibly 
acquire the property, even when ‘‘public pur-
pose’’ is applied to competing commercial in-
terests. However, the Privy Council also con-
firmed the owner’s right to fair and adequate 
compensation to be paid within a reasonable 
time. Now, a year later, the owners have once 
again had to return to the Courts, for an order 
compelling the Government to provide that 
compensation. 

By expropriating property belonging to 
American Citizens and by ignoring the rights 
of the owners to prompt and fair compensa-
tion, the Government of Antigua and Barbuda 
has breached the WTO International Trade 
and Investment Rules, as well as the Carib-
bean Basin Initiative and can no longer claim 
any rights accorded to preferred trading part-
ners. 

I hope the government of Antigua and Bar-
buda understands the impact this may have 
on their treatment under the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative, and how this totalitarian seizure of 
private property will affect the future of foreign 
investment there. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SUPERVISORY 
SPECIAL AGENT WALT GARCIA 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and pay special trib-
ute to a dedicated American and true patriot 
for whose service to this country, first as an 
Officer in the United States Army and followed 
by a distinguished career with the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, we owe our sincere grat-
itude, Mr. Walter Garcia. 

Walt Garcia was born in California to proud 
and loving parents; mother Tsuyako and father 
Alfred. He and his three brothers, Joseph, 
Frank, and Fred, grew up in a happy home, 
each serving the other, alternately as friend, 
protector, and part-time antagonist. After grad-
uating high school and earning his degree in 
Business Administration from San Francisco 
State University, Walt joined the United States 
Army where he served for five years and rose 
to the rank of Captain. 

Walt joined the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion in 1986. His first assignment, as part of 
the Phoenix Field Division, was as a Special 
Agent in Foreign Counterintelligence, and 
member of the FBI Reactive Squad and FBI 
SWAT. 

Walt’s further service to the Bureau was pri-
marily in the area of International Terrorism 
and support to the Special Operations Group. 
In 1995, he was selected to the FBI’s Hostage 
Rescue Team Tactical Helicopter Unit. The 
members of this elite team considered Walt to 
be one of the most able and talented pilots to 
have ever served Hostage Rescue. 

As a Supervisory Special Agent for Hostage 
Rescue, Walt was greatly respected and wide-
ly admired for his quiet but powerful presence. 
All who worked with him remember this friend 
and leader who avoided the spotlight and al-
ways put others first. 

His FBI family, agents and pilots alike, can 
share dozens of stories about Walt’s bravery 
and determination in the field. They can also 
recount exhaustive examples of this man’s ex-
traordinary gift as a strong and focused, yet 
quiet and selfless leader. Whether sharing the 
events surrendering Walt’s quick thinking, his 
courage under pressure and his talent as a 
pilot on the occasion in which he single- 
handedly pursued fleeing drug suspects and, 
using only his helicopter, blocked their escape 
and retained them for capture, or when re-
membering how he calmed a younger agents 
baby, providing much needed leadership to 
the new father in the art of cooing while 
changing a diaper, those around him always 
knew of the standard he set for himself and 
for others in all things pursued. 

He was a loving husband for 27 years to 
wife Yvonne and was a proud father to sons, 
Sean, Nicholas and Alex. Friends and neigh-
bors from his community in Stafford County, 
Virginia, will always remember the active sup-
port he provided to his family in all their varied 
activities. While it may be difficult for Brook 
Point High School football fans to recall the 
game scores over the last eight seasons, few 
would forget Walt as the most active cheer-
leader consistently in attendance. 

The same can be said for all events in 
which Alex, Nicholas and Sean participated, 
whether as a soccer coach for Alex, football 
enthusiast for Nicholas, or proud father and 
passionate fan of Sean’s many musical per-
formances; Walt was their number one sup-
porter. 

Walt Garcia’s best friend, beloved wife 
Yvonne, and their remarkable three sons, 
Sean, Nicholas and Alex, will always cherish 
their memories of time spent together with this 
devoted husband and father. The community 
of friends and neighbors in Stafford County, 
Virginia, along with extended friends and close 
family across this great county, cherish the gift 
that was his friendship and love. 

And finally, while the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation was fortunate to have counted this 
talented and dedicated agent as one of their 
own, we Americans will forever be grateful for 
his brave and faithful service to this Nation. 

f 

THE DAILY 45: ATHENS, CALI-
FORNIA SETS MURDER MILE-
STONE 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Justice tells us that, everyday, 45 
people, on average, are fatally shot in the 
United States. At a time when millions of 
homeowners are facing daunting challenges 
associated with the economic meltdown of the 
housing market, last Sunday, homeowners 
and residents of Athens, California were facing 
a crisis of a different sort. On Sept. 21, when 
a still unidentified man was shot to death, his 
loss of life marked the 14th gun-related inci-
dent, and the eighth gun-related death, in this 
community alone! 

This latest victim, an African American man, 
had a life, a family and, I’m sure, someone 
who loved him. I grieve for him and the veil of 
violence that neither Athens nor any other 
American city should have to endure. 

Americans of conscious must come together 
to stop the senseless death of ‘‘The Daily 45.’’ 
When will we say, ‘Enough is enough, stop 
the killing!’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 97TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge October 10, 2008 as 
the 97th anniversary of the Republic of China, 
more commonly known as Taiwan. 

It is important for Congress to recognize the 
accomplishments of Taiwan and its democratic 
government. Taiwan is a loyal friend of the 
United States and a staunch ally in Asia. Tai-
wan is a shining example of a solid democ-
racy, recently exemplified by the free and or-
derly Presidential elections in April and the 
peaceful transfer of power to President Ma. 
This transfer of power is a hallmark of a true 
democracy. 

On the eve of Taiwan’s anniversary I con-
gratulate President Ma, Washington Rep-
resentative Ambassador Jason C. Yuan, and 
all of the Taiwanese people for their unwaver-
ing pursuit of freedom. 
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