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owners in that regard, the Government of Anti-
gua saw this as an opportunity to force the 
owners to sell it—at what would be its lowest 
value—to certain ‘‘friends of the Government’’. 
When the owners refused to sell and ex-
pressed a determination to rebuild instead, the 
Government of Antigua responded by repeat-
edly blocking their efforts to do so. 

The Government of Antigua made its first 
overt attempt to expropriate the property in 
December 2000. At that time, some twenty 
Congressmen and Senators intervened by 
writing directly to the Prime Minister of Antigua 
and the Antiguan Ambassador in Washington, 
expressing their concern at such a move. That 
caused the Government of Antigua to back off 
for a few months. 

However, after a short time, the Govern-
ment of Antigua returned to its original plan 
and proceeded to a parliamentary declaration 
allowing the Government to exercise eminent 
domain over the property. The owners de-
fended their rights and spent the next six 
years in litigation—with our State Department 
doing little more than placing an occasional in-
quiry with the Government of Antigua as to 
how they were getting along. 

In June of 2007—a year ago—the Privy 
Council in London reviewed the case brought 
by the U.S. owners and, taking the lines of our 
own Kelo Supreme Court Decision one step 
further, decided that the Government of Anti-
gua had the right of eminent domain to forcibly 
acquire the property, even when ‘‘public pur-
pose’’ is applied to competing commercial in-
terests. However, the Privy Council also con-
firmed the owner’s right to fair and adequate 
compensation to be paid within a reasonable 
time. Now, a year later, the owners have once 
again had to return to the Courts, for an order 
compelling the Government to provide that 
compensation. 

By expropriating property belonging to 
American Citizens and by ignoring the rights 
of the owners to prompt and fair compensa-
tion, the Government of Antigua and Barbuda 
has breached the WTO International Trade 
and Investment Rules, as well as the Carib-
bean Basin Initiative and can no longer claim 
any rights accorded to preferred trading part-
ners. 

I hope the government of Antigua and Bar-
buda understands the impact this may have 
on their treatment under the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative, and how this totalitarian seizure of 
private property will affect the future of foreign 
investment there. 
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RECOGNIZING SUPERVISORY 
SPECIAL AGENT WALT GARCIA 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and pay special trib-
ute to a dedicated American and true patriot 
for whose service to this country, first as an 
Officer in the United States Army and followed 
by a distinguished career with the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, we owe our sincere grat-
itude, Mr. Walter Garcia. 

Walt Garcia was born in California to proud 
and loving parents; mother Tsuyako and father 
Alfred. He and his three brothers, Joseph, 
Frank, and Fred, grew up in a happy home, 
each serving the other, alternately as friend, 
protector, and part-time antagonist. After grad-
uating high school and earning his degree in 
Business Administration from San Francisco 
State University, Walt joined the United States 
Army where he served for five years and rose 
to the rank of Captain. 

Walt joined the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion in 1986. His first assignment, as part of 
the Phoenix Field Division, was as a Special 
Agent in Foreign Counterintelligence, and 
member of the FBI Reactive Squad and FBI 
SWAT. 

Walt’s further service to the Bureau was pri-
marily in the area of International Terrorism 
and support to the Special Operations Group. 
In 1995, he was selected to the FBI’s Hostage 
Rescue Team Tactical Helicopter Unit. The 
members of this elite team considered Walt to 
be one of the most able and talented pilots to 
have ever served Hostage Rescue. 

As a Supervisory Special Agent for Hostage 
Rescue, Walt was greatly respected and wide-
ly admired for his quiet but powerful presence. 
All who worked with him remember this friend 
and leader who avoided the spotlight and al-
ways put others first. 

His FBI family, agents and pilots alike, can 
share dozens of stories about Walt’s bravery 
and determination in the field. They can also 
recount exhaustive examples of this man’s ex-
traordinary gift as a strong and focused, yet 
quiet and selfless leader. Whether sharing the 
events surrendering Walt’s quick thinking, his 
courage under pressure and his talent as a 
pilot on the occasion in which he single- 
handedly pursued fleeing drug suspects and, 
using only his helicopter, blocked their escape 
and retained them for capture, or when re-
membering how he calmed a younger agents 
baby, providing much needed leadership to 
the new father in the art of cooing while 
changing a diaper, those around him always 
knew of the standard he set for himself and 
for others in all things pursued. 

He was a loving husband for 27 years to 
wife Yvonne and was a proud father to sons, 
Sean, Nicholas and Alex. Friends and neigh-
bors from his community in Stafford County, 
Virginia, will always remember the active sup-
port he provided to his family in all their varied 
activities. While it may be difficult for Brook 
Point High School football fans to recall the 
game scores over the last eight seasons, few 
would forget Walt as the most active cheer-
leader consistently in attendance. 

The same can be said for all events in 
which Alex, Nicholas and Sean participated, 
whether as a soccer coach for Alex, football 
enthusiast for Nicholas, or proud father and 
passionate fan of Sean’s many musical per-
formances; Walt was their number one sup-
porter. 

Walt Garcia’s best friend, beloved wife 
Yvonne, and their remarkable three sons, 
Sean, Nicholas and Alex, will always cherish 
their memories of time spent together with this 
devoted husband and father. The community 
of friends and neighbors in Stafford County, 
Virginia, along with extended friends and close 
family across this great county, cherish the gift 
that was his friendship and love. 

And finally, while the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation was fortunate to have counted this 
talented and dedicated agent as one of their 
own, we Americans will forever be grateful for 
his brave and faithful service to this Nation. 
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THE DAILY 45: ATHENS, CALI-
FORNIA SETS MURDER MILE-
STONE 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Justice tells us that, everyday, 45 
people, on average, are fatally shot in the 
United States. At a time when millions of 
homeowners are facing daunting challenges 
associated with the economic meltdown of the 
housing market, last Sunday, homeowners 
and residents of Athens, California were facing 
a crisis of a different sort. On Sept. 21, when 
a still unidentified man was shot to death, his 
loss of life marked the 14th gun-related inci-
dent, and the eighth gun-related death, in this 
community alone! 

This latest victim, an African American man, 
had a life, a family and, I’m sure, someone 
who loved him. I grieve for him and the veil of 
violence that neither Athens nor any other 
American city should have to endure. 

Americans of conscious must come together 
to stop the senseless death of ‘‘The Daily 45.’’ 
When will we say, ‘Enough is enough, stop 
the killing!’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 97TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge October 10, 2008 as 
the 97th anniversary of the Republic of China, 
more commonly known as Taiwan. 

It is important for Congress to recognize the 
accomplishments of Taiwan and its democratic 
government. Taiwan is a loyal friend of the 
United States and a staunch ally in Asia. Tai-
wan is a shining example of a solid democ-
racy, recently exemplified by the free and or-
derly Presidential elections in April and the 
peaceful transfer of power to President Ma. 
This transfer of power is a hallmark of a true 
democracy. 

On the eve of Taiwan’s anniversary I con-
gratulate President Ma, Washington Rep-
resentative Ambassador Jason C. Yuan, and 
all of the Taiwanese people for their unwaver-
ing pursuit of freedom. 
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