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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

objection? 
Mr. COBURN. Madam President, re-

serving the right to object, I would tell 
the Senator from Wisconsin I agree 
with the purposes of this bill. At the 
beginning of the 109th Congress, I held 
two hearings on the west coast on the 
policy associated with our IPs. I am 
strongly supportive of what you are 
doing. However, there is a conflict 
presently in negotiations on this bill 
about metrics and oversight which has 
not been worked out. 

My consternation is we are going to 
put $300 million plus into this program, 
but we are not going to force the Jus-
tice Department to tell us what they 
are doing with it. Until such time as 
there are some teeth to make the Jus-
tice Department do what we tell them 
to do and report to us what they are 
doing, I am going to have to regretfully 
object. So I therefore offer an objec-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

f 

ORDER FOR RECESS 
Mr. KOHL. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate re-
cess until 5:30, following the remarks of 
Senator COBURN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 
Mr. COBURN. Madam President, I 

wish to expand a minute on the pur-
poses of this. 

The American people should know we 
have a law called the improper pay-
ments law where every agency is sup-
posed to report to Congress every year 
the amount of improper payments, 
both over and under, and how that af-
fects their budgets and their goals. 
Less than 50 percent of the agencies 
file that report with Congress. The rea-
son they don’t is because we don’t 
make them. We don’t say: Your fund-
ing is contingent upon you following 
the law. So, regrettably, I objected to 
what Senator KOHL—I actually agree 
with the things we are doing in the 
bill, but we won’t accomplish what we 
want to accomplish if we don’t make 
the Justice Department report to us 
and have metrics to see that the money 
we are going to spend—not ours; actu-
ally, it is going to be the money of the 
next generation—is spent wisely and is 
effective in doing what we want to get 
done. 

It is my hope before we leave here 
that we can work out a compromise. I 
have spoken with Senator SPECTER. I 
have not had a chance to visit with 
Senator LEAHY. I intend to do that 
today. We have given in a lot of areas 
on this bill, especially the spending 
amounts. 

I also note the Justice Department 
ended last year with $1.72 billion in un-

obligated balances. They are the only 
agency that gets to keep their money, 
and they get to decide—not us—what 
they are going to do with that $1.72 bil-
lion. So there is plenty of money in the 
Justice Department right now to do 
this program. 

We have to decide whether we are 
going to put teeth in what we tell 
agencies to do. My hope is we will start 
doing that. 

I was going to spend some time now 
talking about the continuing resolu-
tion. I am going to reserve that and try 
to come back at a different time and 
try to reach Senator SPECTER and Sen-
ator LEAHY on this IP bill in the hopes 
we can get something worked out. 

With that, I yield the floor and note 
that we would obviously be in recess. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 5:30 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 4:03 p.m., 
recessed until 5:34 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. NELSON of Florida). 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it is my 
understanding the leaders are dis-
cussing the schedule for the rest of the 
day. Members are certainly welcome to 
come to the floor if they want to make 
statements in morning business. But in 
the meantime, I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FLOOD DEVASTATION IN 
LOUISIANA 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
know that throughout the Capitol, 
even at this relatively late hour, there 
are many meetings going on as Sen-
ators and members of the administra-
tion and House Members and leadership 
and rank-and-file struggle with how to 
address some of the major challenges 
before our Nation, both domestically 
and internationally. 

Of course, Mr. President, you are 
aware that while all of these issues are 
going on, for those of us in the South, 
we have a special mission, if you will, 
and our attention has been drawn in 
the last few weeks to the terrible dev-
astation that has occurred not just in 
Louisiana, not just in parts of Mis-
sissippi, not just in Arkansas, but, of 
course, in Texas as well, where not one 
storm, not really two, but, Mr. Presi-
dent, as you are aware, three pretty 
major hurricanes, starting with Fay, 
came through Florida with drenching 

rain, rain, rain, and not just in the 
State of Florida because as that storm 
moved its way up through the central 
part of our State, it flooded vast areas 
of the central part of our country. 

Then, as people were drying out and 
cleaning up from the wreckage of these 
storms, with levees overflowing, creeks 
rising, farmers struggling, and commu-
nities trying to keep dry, lo and be-
hold, here comes Gustav into the gulf, 
skipping Florida this time, no direct 
hit—although you have been hit so 
many times in the last few years—but 
slamming right into the coast of Lou-
isiana, as ironic as it would seem, lit-
erally almost to the day of the third 
anniversary of Katrina, which was the 
worst catastrophe. And we say natural 
disaster, but actually it was a man-
made catastrophe because had the lev-
ees that we made held, the city would 
not have gone underwater, or the re-
gion. So it was both a natural and 
manmade disaster. On the third anni-
versary, Gustav comes through, with 
its great tidal surge in south Lou-
isiana. It caught part of Mississippi, as 
well as a little bit of Texas, but it 
swept through all 64 parishes in Lou-
isiana with hurricane-force winds. 

Now, this is not usual for us. We usu-
ally have terrible storms, such as Hur-
ricanes Rita and Katrina, without the 
levee breaks, where the damage is lo-
calized to the southern part of our 
State. But not Gustav. Gustav came 
through as a category III and then II, 
and then the winds moved through our 
entire State. Louisiana was in that 
path. 

Just as we were catching our breath 
and the lights were starting to come 
back on after weeks, Ike comes roaring 
in—yes, directly into Galveston and 
into that path of Houston, but, as you 
know, the eastern bands are the worst, 
and to the east of Galveston and to the 
east of Beaumont, lo and behold, lies 
southwest Louisiana and coastal Lou-
isiana yet again. 

I tell my family that I feel as if—not 
just for me but the people I represent— 
we are living literally the chapters of 
Job, I mean for the last several years, 
just suffering after suffering after suf-
fering. 

This Congress has been very good, 
particularly the leadership now, to step 
up. Even at times when, in my view, 
the administration turned a cold shoul-
der for whatever reason, this Congress 
stepped up and did yeoman’s work, ba-
sically pushing forward on 100 percent 
reimbursement when we needed it and, 
when there was some reluctance to do 
so at the administration level, giving 
us more community development block 
grants, and I could go on and on. We 
are very grateful. 

But I had to come to the floor today, 
Mr. President, to speak again on behalf 
of the 64 parishes in Louisiana and the 
southern part of our State. Senators, of 
course, will speak for their own States, 
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