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spoke firsthand about the significant 
challenges that young people face when 
they have nowhere to go. 

Our witnesses demonstrated that 
young people can overcome harrowing 
obstacles and create new opportunities 
when given the chance. One witness 
went from living as a homeless youth 
in his teens to earning two Oscar nomi-
nations as a distinguished actor. An-
other witness is working with homeless 
youth at the same Vermont organiza-
tion that enabled him to stop living on 
the streets and is on his way to great 
things. Our witness panel gave useful 
and insightful suggestions on how to 
improve the Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Act to make it more effective. 
We have included many of these rec-
ommendations in our bill. 

The prevalence of homelessness 
among young people in America is 
shockingly high. The problem is not 
limited to large cities. Its impact is 
felt strongly in smaller communities 
and rural areas as well. It affects our 
young people directly and reverberates 
throughout our families and commu-
nities. That this problem continues in 
the richest country in the world means 
that we need to redouble our commit-
ment and our efforts to safeguard our 
Nation’s youth. We need to support the 
dedicated people in communities across 
the country who work to address these 
problems every day. 

In my home State of Vermont, the 
Vermont Coalition for Runaway and 
Homeless Youth, the New England Net-
work for Child, Youth, and Family 
Services, and Spectrum Youth and 
Family Services in Burlington all re-
ceive grants under these programs and 
have provided excellent services that 
provide assistance to thousands of 
youth. 

The overwhelming need for services 
is not limited to any one state or com-
munity. Many transitional living pro-
grams are forced to turn away young 
people seeking shelter. We heard testi-
mony of an exemplary program within 
blocks of our Nation’s Capitol that has 
a waiting list as long as a year. This is 
unacceptable. The needs in our commu-
nities are real, and reauthorizing the 
law will allow these programs to ex-
pand their enormously important 
work. 

These topics are difficult but deserve 
our attention. I am glad the Senate has 
taken an important step toward ad-
dressing these issues by passing the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Protec-
tion Act today. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Leahy 
amendment at the desk be agreed to; 
the committee substitute amendment, 
as amended, be agreed to; the bill be 
read a third time and passed; the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5652) was agreed 
to. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of amendments.’’) 

The committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The bill (S. 2982), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

EXTENDING WAIVER AUTHORITY 
FOR THE SECRETARY OF EDU-
CATION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6890, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 6890) to extend the waiver au-
thority for the Secretary of Education under 
section 105 of subtitle A of Title IV of divi-
sion B of Public Law 109–148, relating to ele-
mentary and secondary education hurricane 
recovery relief, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read three times and passed, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements related to the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6890) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT EX-
TENSION AND REAUTHORIZA-
TION OF 2008 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6894, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 6894) to extend and reauthorize 
the Defense Production Act of 1950, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, today we 
are acting on House-passed legislation 
which contains a 1-year extension of 
the Defense Production Act, DPA, 
which I hope will be swiftly approved 
by the Senate. While I am delighted 
that this extension legislation was 
passed by the House Tuesday night, it 
is crucial to remember that many of 

this law’s authorities, last renewed in 
2003, expire on September 30. We have 
just a few legislative days to get this 
done. As the United Sates continues to 
fight two wars and respond to various 
natural disasters, it is important that 
we not allow key provisions to expire— 
provisions allowing our Government 
agencies to ensure that American in-
dustry meets varying demands of na-
tional emergencies. Such measures in-
volve mandates to keep industry pro-
ducing critical resources for our mili-
tary and first responders in times of 
crisis, and initiatives for maintaining 
crucial investments in strategic tech-
nologies. 

During the Korean war, what was 
then the Senate Banking & Currency 
Committee—the precursor to today’s 
Committee on Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs—authored the Defense 
Production Act to ensure the avail-
ability of key industrial resources for 
the Department of Defense, DOD. Over 
time, the Defense Production Act has 
been amended to include energy sup-
ply, emergency preparedness, and crit-
ical infrastructure protections, thereby 
allowing civilian agencies to respond 
rapidly to crises such as natural disas-
ters and terrorist attacks. 

In the last several months, the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs received two reports 
mandated by law from the Government 
Accountability Office and Department 
of Homeland Security. These reports 
highlighted major shortfalls in the ad-
ministration’s application of DPA au-
thorities. Furthermore, I have been in-
formed that in 2004, FEMA and other 
Federal agencies conducted their own 
internal review of DPA authorities and 
made several recommendations to the 
White House’s Homeland Security 
Council. The White House chose not to 
act on those recommendations, and 
Congress has still not been fully briefed 
on these findings. 

In a perfect world, we would fully 
analyze and incorporate appropriate 
findings of pertinent reviews. Unfortu-
nately, due to time constraints of the 
current legislative session, including 
our work on measures to address the 
crisis in our financial system, it is 
clear that a complete assessment now 
of their conclusions would be impos-
sible. But we should not simply reau-
thorize this act for another 5 years. 
The recommendations gathered in 
these valuable reports should be re-
viewed, considered for legislation in a 
workable bill, and enacted into law in 
the near future; not 5 years from now. 

Simply put, granting a 1-year exten-
sion would provide our agencies with 
the authorities they need in the short 
term, but will also maintain the expec-
tation that in 2009 the Banking Com-
mittee and the U.S. Senate will con-
duct a thoughtful review of these rec-
ommendations in hearings, mark-up, 
and floor consideration. I look forward 
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