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Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, on Sep-

tember 25, 2008, I missed rollcall vote 641 
while attending a meeting at the White House 
to discuss the Nation’s financial crisis. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall 641. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
BALDWIN). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote is objected to under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today. 

f 

BREAST CANCER AND ENVIRON-
MENTAL RESEARCH ACT OF 2008 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1157) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize the Di-
rector of the National Institute of En-
vironmental Health Sciences to make 
grants for the development and oper-
ation of research centers regarding en-
vironmental factors that may be re-
lated to the etiology of breast cancer, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1157 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Breast Cancer 
and Environmental Research Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. EXPANDING COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH 

ON BREAST CANCER AND THE ENVI-
RONMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart 1 of part C of title 
IV of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
285 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 
‘‘SEC. 417F. INTERAGENCY BREAST CANCER AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH CO-
ORDINATING COMMITTEE. 

‘‘(a) INTERAGENCY BREAST CANCER AND ENVI-
RONMENTAL RESEARCH COORDINATING COM-
MITTEE.— 

‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 6 
months after the date of the enactment of this 
section, the Secretary shall establish a com-
mittee, to be known as the Interagency Breast 
Cancer and Environmental Research Coordi-
nating Committee (in this section referred to as 
the ‘Committee’). 

‘‘(2) DUTIES.—The Committee shall— 
‘‘(A) share and coordinate information on ex-

isting research activities, and make rec-
ommendations to the National Institutes of 
Health and other Federal agencies regarding 
how to improve existing research programs, that 
are related to breast cancer research; 

‘‘(B) develop a comprehensive strategy and 
advise the National Institutes of Health and 
other Federal agencies in the solicitation of pro-
posals for collaborative, multidisciplinary re-
search, including proposals to evaluate environ-
mental and genomic factors that may be related 
to the etiology of breast cancer that would— 

‘‘(i) result in innovative approaches to study 
emerging scientific opportunities or eliminate 

knowledge gaps in research to improve the re-
search portfolio; 

‘‘(ii) outline key research questions, meth-
odologies, and knowledge gaps; 

‘‘(iii) expand the number of research proposals 
that involve collaboration between 2 or more na-
tional research institutes or national centers, in-
cluding proposals for Common Fund research 
described in section 402(b)(7) to improve the re-
search portfolio; and 

‘‘(iv) expand the number of collaborative, mul-
tidisciplinary, and multi-institutional research 
grants; 

‘‘(C) develop a summary of advances in breast 
cancer research supported or conducted by Fed-
eral agencies relevant to the diagnosis, preven-
tion, and treatment of cancer and other diseases 
and disorders; and 

‘‘(D) not later than 2 years after the date of 
the establishment of the Committee, make rec-
ommendations to the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) regarding any appropriate changes to re-
search activities, including recommendations to 
improve the research portfolio of the National 
Institutes of Health to ensure that scientifically- 
based strategic planning is implemented in sup-
port of research priorities that impact breast 
cancer research activities; 

‘‘(ii) to ensure that the activities of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and other Federal 
agencies, including the Department of Defense, 
are free of unnecessary duplication of effort; 

‘‘(iii) regarding public participation in deci-
sions relating to breast cancer research to in-
crease the involvement of patient advocacy and 
community organizations representing a broad 
geographical area; 

‘‘(iv) on how best to disseminate information 
on breast cancer research progress; and 

‘‘(v) on how to expand partnerships between 
public entities, including Federal agencies, and 
private entities to expand collaborative, cross- 
cutting research. 

‘‘(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For the pur-
poses of the Committee, when focusing on re-
search to evaluate environmental and genomic 
factors that may be related to the etiology of 
breast cancer, nothing in this section shall be 
construed to restrict the Secretary from includ-
ing other forms of cancer, as appropriate, when 
doing so may advance research in breast cancer 
or advance research in other forms of cancer. 

‘‘(4) MEMBERSHIP.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be 

composed of the following voting members: 
‘‘(i) Not more than 7 voting Federal represent-

atives as follows: 
‘‘(I) The Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. 
‘‘(II) The Director of the National Institutes 

of Health and the directors of such national re-
search institutes and national centers (which 
may include the National Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences) as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate. 

‘‘(III) One representative from the National 
Cancer Institute Board of Scientific Advisors, 
appointed by the Director of the National Can-
cer Institute. 

‘‘(IV) The heads of such other agencies of the 
Department of Health and Human Services as 
the Secretary determines appropriate. 

‘‘(V) Representatives of other Federal agencies 
that conduct or support cancer research, includ-
ing the Department of Defense. 

‘‘(ii) 12 additional voting members appointed 
under subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS.—The Committee 
shall include additional voting members ap-
pointed by the Secretary as follows: 

‘‘(i) 6 members shall be appointed from among 
scientists, physicians, and other health profes-
sionals, who— 

‘‘(I) are not officers or employees of the 
United States; 

‘‘(II) represent multiple disciplines, including 
clinical, basic, and public health sciences; 

‘‘(III) represent different geographical regions 
of the United States; 

‘‘(IV) are from practice settings, academia, or 
other research settings; and 

‘‘(V) are experienced in scientific peer review 
process. 

‘‘(ii) 6 members shall be appointed from mem-
bers of the general public, who represent indi-
viduals with breast cancer. 

‘‘(C) NONVOTING MEMBERS.—The Committee 
shall include such nonvoting members as the 
Secretary determines to be appropriate. 

‘‘(5) CHAIRPERSON.—The voting members of 
the Committee shall select a chairperson from 
among such members. The selection of a chair-
person shall be subject to the approval of the 
Director of NIH. 

‘‘(6) MEETINGS.—The Committee shall meet at 
the call of the chairperson of the Committee or 
upon the request of the Director of NIH, but in 
no case less often than once each year. 

‘‘(b) REVIEW.—The Secretary shall review the 
necessity of the Committee in calendar year 2011 
and, thereafter, at least once every 2 years.’’. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—For 
the purpose of carrying out research activities 
under title IV of the Public Health Service Act, 
including section 417F of such Act as added by 
subsection (a), there are authorized to be appro-
priated $40,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2009 
through 2012. Amounts authorized to be appro-
priated under the preceding sentence shall be in 
addition to amounts otherwise authorized to be 
appropriated for such purpose under section 
402A of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
282a). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. DEAL) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 1157, the Breast Cancer and 
Environmental Research Act, legisla-
tion introduced by Representatives 
NITA LOWEY and SUE MYRICK. 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the CDC, 
breast cancer is the second most com-
mon form of cancer in women. Each 
year in America, approximately 182,000 
women are diagnosed of breast cancer, 
of which nearly 41,000 lose their lives. 

While improved access to screening 
and treatment services have helped re-
duced breast cancer death rates over 
the past couple of decades, significant 
challenges still remain. For example, 
we are still unsure about what causes 
breast cancer or how to prevent it. 
While there have been a number of 
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