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DEBORAH co-founded Hope Street Kids, a non-
profit organization dedicated to increasing 
funding and awareness of pediatric cancer. 
Knowing DEBORAH like I do, she will tirelessly 
continue her fight against this dreadful dis-
ease. 

I wish her well as she returns home. Con-
gress’ loss will be her family’s gain. 

Madam Speaker, I rise tonight to honor my 
good friend and fellow appropriator DAVE HOB-
SON of Ohio. 

I’ve had the pleasure of serving alongside 
DAVE as we have fought to make sure our 
military has the resources it needs to defend 
our interests around the world. DAVE’s commit-
ment to ensuring the brave men and women 
of our armed forces receive the pay, benefits, 
housing, and quality health care they deserve 
is second to none. 

DAVE made constituent service a priority 
during his time in office. He has long spon-
sored monthly ‘‘Open Doors’’ meetings in his 
district so his constituents could directly share 
their concerns with him. 

During his time on the Energy and Water 
Subcommittee, DAVE visited Northern Cali-
fornia on behalf of our colleague JOHN DOO-
LITTLE. DAVE brought to our attention the ur-
gent matter of levees and flood control. His 
expertise on this issue has been critical as 
California has worked to address this serious 
problem. 

Retirement is something to be celebrated 
and enjoyed. It is not the end of a career, but 
rather the beginning of a new life adventure. 
I send my friend DAVE my best wishes in all 
his future endeavors. 

Madam Speaker, I rise tonight to honor 
RALPH REGULA, the second-longest currently 
serving Republican member of the U.S. House 
and a man I am honored to call a friend. 

I thank RALPH for his years of service. He 
has inspired a legacy that demonstrates the 
true character and compass on of his Ohio 
district. During his many years on the Appro-
priations Committee, RALPH has done magnifi-
cent work on many subcommittees, particu-
larly the Labor, Health, Human Services and 
Education budget, which is the largest discre-
tionary domestic account. He focused on 
strengthening our education system to meet 
the demands of a rapidly changing global mar-
ketplace, making health care accessible to all, 
ensuring that the U.S. remains at the cutting 
edge of medical research, and retaining work-
force training programs that provide people an 
avenue to seek gainful employment. 

He has been an example of the very best of 
the Appropriations Committee and has been a 
Member that colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle could turn to. While I will miss seeing 
him in the halls of this great institution, I know 
he will be happy at hone on his farm in Ohio 
with his wife Mary and their four grand-
children. 

Mr. TURNER. Madam Speaker, the state of 
Ohio has been greatly blessed to have leaders 
like RALPH REGULA, DAVE HOBSON, and DEBO-
RAH PRYCE working for them in the United 
States Congress. Their decades of hard work 
and outstanding service have made the state 
of Ohio a better place and have set an exam-
ple for the rest of the Ohio Delegation. I am 
proud to have had the opportunity to work with 
them on the issues affecting our state and our 

nation. RALPH REGULA has been a great exam-
ple of service and statesmanship as the Dean 
of the Ohio Delegation. DAVE HOBSON has 
been a role model and mentor for me since I 
took office in 2003 and I appreciate his friend-
ship and support. DEB PRYCE has been a 
graceful and determined leader for all Ohioans 
over her 16 years in Congress. I join the rest 
of my colleagues in congratulating RALPH 
REGULA, DAVE HOBSON, and DEBORAH PRYCE, 
on their service to their districts, our State, 
and the United States of America. 
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FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed 
with amendments in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested, bills of 
the House of the following titles: 

H.R. 2786. An act to reauthorize the pro-
grams for housing assistance for Native 
Americans. 

H.R. 6460. An act to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to provide for 
the remediation of sediment contamination 
in areas of concern, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Secretary be directed to request the 
House of Representatives to return to 
the Senate the bill (H.R. 3068) ‘‘An act 
to prohibit the award of contracts to 
provide guard services under the con-
tract security guard program of the 
Federal Protective Service to a busi-
ness concern that is owned, controlled, 
or operated by an individual who has 
been convicted of a felony.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RAY LAHOOD AND 
JERRY WELLER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. MANZULLO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Speaker, 
tonight we recognize the retirement of 
two great Members of Congress from 
the State of Illinois, JERRY WELLER 
and RAY LAHOOD. Both of these gentle-
men came with the great Republican 
class of 1994. It’s indicative because 
these are two guys that are rebels with 
a cause, always believed in a contin-
uous fight, never would miss a fight 
that would take place on the floor of 
the House. 

And in particular, RAY LAHOOD, who 
represents Abraham Lincoln’s old dis-
trict in Illinois, probably one of the 
greatest institutionalists. A person 
who has been with this Chamber for a 
considerable period of time serving as 
chief of staff to minority leader Bob 
Michel. And what’s interesting that he 
puts in his own biography is the fact 
that he says, ‘‘Leading the efforts to 
establish a higher level of civility, de-
corum, and bipartisanship in the House 
of Representatives.’’ 

I don’t know how you can pay a high-
er tribute to somebody than that. Rec-

ognizes that he had the—call it the 
honor, whatever it is, of being the per-
son to hold on to the gavel during the 
impeachment hearings or impeachment 
proceedings taking place in this body 
of President Clinton. And the reason he 
was chosen is because of somebody who 
loves this institution, understands the 
meaning of order, and wanted to bring 
the highest level of civility to a place 
that has been torn up by things other 
than civility, especially during that pe-
riod of time involving the impeach-
ment. 

And JERRY WELLER. Yes, JERRY. 
What an interesting person he has al-
ways been. What a great American. 
What an interesting start to politics. 
When he ran for the general assembly 
and then he lost, but he thought that 
he had won in a very interesting elec-
tion that was taken away from him 
just before he was sworn in to be a 
member of the general assembly. 

But JERRY came back with a great 
class, and every married couple in this 
country has JERRY WELLER to thank 
for the fact that he’s the one who’s the 
leading champion of the 2001 marriage 
tax penalty. Every couple in the coun-
try has him to thank for saving at 
least $1,700 on their joint tax return. 

Always an interesting individual. I 
was in Chicago with him one time at-
tending a hearing, and we went to a 
restaurant on the north side. I lived 
way out in the country, and actually 
JERRY’s background is a hog farmer. 
And we went to this restaurant, pre-
sumed that nobody knew who we were, 
and somebody came over and said, 
‘‘Aren’t you Congressman JERRY 
WELLER?’’ And I turned to him and I 
said, ‘‘I bet you paid that person to say 
that, to come over here and recognize 
you in Chicago way out of your terri-
tory.’’ 

But I have known him as a con-
fidante, as a friend. I had the oppor-
tunity when I chaired the Small Busi-
ness Committee to travel with him 
around his district. And a small town 
mayor came up to me and said, ‘‘You 
know, Congressman, I have been mayor 
here for a long time, but when JERRY 
got elected, he called me. And no one 
has ever called me and taken an inter-
est in the small town that I represent. 
And it wasn’t for the purpose of trying 
to get projects, because we know that 
those are very difficult when you have 
a lot of cities. But JERRY WELLER cares 
about the little people in this country 
so much so that he contacted all of the 
small town mayors and all the mayors 
just to say that he’s our new Congress-
man and he’s there to help us.’’ 

I can’t find a better tribute to an in-
dividual who does stuff like that, any-
body who takes the time to travel the 
area and get to know the people. 

I also noticed that when I was with 
him, people would call me ‘‘Congress-
man MANZULLO’’ but they would call 
him ‘‘JERRY.’’ I said, You know what? 
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