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Having been an exchange student to 

the Soviet Union back in 1973, I am 
quite familiar with the fact that over 
there, any money that was paid was 
supposed to go into the Federal Gov-
ernment. That was socialism. Then ev-
erybody got a check got a check from 
this central government. That’s how 
socialism worked. 

I didn’t realize, until I went to China, 
they don’t do it that way. The Chinese 
do have a totalitarian government, and 
it’s cause for great concern, but they 
have also noticed that in Hong Kong, 
and around the country, if you 
incentivize entrepreneurship and just 
take a part of that success, you make 
a whole lot more money than if you 
just make everybody bring in to the 
central coffers and then split it up 
equally. 

That didn’t work in the New Testa-
ment, when the New Testament Church 
tried. It ultimately resulted in the 
Apostle Paul saying, if you don’t work, 
you don’t eat. 

It didn’t work when the pilgrims did 
it. When they came to America they 
had a compact that they just bring 
into the central storehouse and then 
divided up equally. But then that ended 
up causing people, pilgrims, to notice, 
well, I am killing myself working here, 
and he is not working as hard I am, and 
he is getting the same amount, so they 
quit working. 

I will never forget going to a collec-
tive farm, outside of Kiev, and I spoke 
just enough Russian back in those days 
when I could ask a question. I was in-
trigued because it was midmorning, 
around 10 a.m. or so, and there were a 
bunch of farmers sitting around in the 
shade. 

I asked, you know, when do you 
work? Anybody that’s worked on a 
farm back in east Texas or in west, 
anywhere in Texas, knows if you are 
going to work out there, you get up 
early, and you do everything you can 
as early as you can, because it starts 
getting hot. It was the same way there. 
I said, when do you work in Russia, and 
they laughed. One of the men, and I am 
not sure how many rubles he said, but 
he said, I make the same number of ru-
bles if I am here in the shade or out 
there in the sun, so I am here in the 
shade. 

That’s why socialism doesn’t work, 
and that’s why, when we had this pro-
posal from Secretary Paulson to have 
the government seize this massive 
amount of assets and then manage 
them for years and years, we could see 
this is the biggest step towards social-
ism that we could have ever imagined 
in this country, couldn’t believe it was 
being proposed by our administration. 

It’s still unbelievable to me. We 
know the principles. As I have said be-
fore, I started making speeches in jun-
ior high and in debates in high school 
talking about the free market and en-
trepreneurship. If you set the Amer-

ican spirit free, it’s amazing what they 
could do. 

Now they want to come in and have 
me say that that was all a lie? I don’t 
believe it was a lie. I believe the gov-
ernment makes sure everybody has a 
level playing field, punish the wrong-
doers, punish the evildoers, but then 
keep that level field available out 
there to play on, and then let entrepre-
neurship reign. 

That’s the best way to go. That’s not 
what’s proposed here, so there was a 
bunch of others. We had a plan that we 
proposed in the Republican Study Com-
mittee that would cut capital gains, 
cut income tax or anybody that will 
come in and buy these assets. 

Boy, you think about that, we would 
stir up the market, get them excited 
about coming in and making money. It 
would be fantastic. We wouldn’t have 
to create this huge bureaucracy to do 
that. It just comes back again to the 
USSR that lasted 70 years, because it 
was doomed to failure, couldn’t stand, 
versus the free market. 

You look at Ireland. I was talking to 
somebody from Ireland, and I under-
stood them to say their corporate tax 
was 12 percent, China 17 percent, we 
are double that. France and Germany 
saw the way Ireland has become, I be-
lieve, the fourth fastest-growing coun-
try in the world, as companies are 
flocking in there, more jobs, better 
standard of living. 

France and Germany, who had been 
tending towards socialism are now re-
alizing, whoa, if we will just cut our 
taxes, then people will flock into here 
like they are into Ireland and like they 
have been into China to do business. 

Now, I appreciated my friend, Mr. 
MCCOTTER, pointing out that Secretary 
Paulson could end up with a piece of 
paper, he was hoping to come away 
from their discussions today, come out, 
wave a piece of paper in front of the 
cameras, say we have this agreement, 
and this means fleece in our time, be-
cause Americans taxpayers would not 
be well served. 

I appreciate my time is about to ex-
pire, and I appreciate the time tonight 
to talk about these issues, but there 
has got to be accountability. I believe 
you will have full cooperation in mak-
ing people fully accountable on both 
sides of the aisle, but let’s don’t turn 
$700 billion of the economy over to the 
government. Let’s incentivize good 
conduct. Let’s incentivize the free mar-
ket at work because socialism doesn’t. 

I yield back and appreciate this op-
portunity. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. ARCURI) to revise and ex-

tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. KAGEN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. HOLT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SHERMAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. SALI) to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material:) 

Mr. MCCOTTER, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCHENRY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GOHMERT, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at their own 

request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. MANZULLO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SHIMKUS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. ROSKAM, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED 

Bills of the Senate of the following 
titles were taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1276. An act to facilitate the creation of 
methamphetamine precursor electronic log-
book systems, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce in ad-
dition to the Committee on the Judiciary for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

S. 2840. An act to establish a liaison with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 
United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services to expedite naturalization applica-
tions filed by members of the Armed Forces 
and to establish a deadline for processing 
such applications; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

S. 3550. An act to designate a portion of the 
Rappahannock River in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia as the ‘‘John W. Warner Rapids’’; 
to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

S. 3560. An act to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to provide additional 
funds for the qualifying individual (QI) pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 22 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, September 26, 2008, at 
9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 
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