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HONORING THOMAS EDGAR ROTH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Thomas Edgar Roth of 
Weatherby Lake, Missouri. Thomas is a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 1261, and earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Thomas has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Thomas has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Thomas Edgar Roth for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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MEMORIAL TRIBUTE IN RECOGNI-
TION OF THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BEIRUT BOMBING 

HON. KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to recog-
nize the sacrifices of the servicemembers who 
lost their lives on October 23, 1983, when ter-
rorists bombed the barracks housing American 
and French troops in Beirut, Lebanon. On that 
day, 241 American servicemen lost their lives: 
220 Marines, 18 Navy personnel and 3 Army 
soldiers. 

I would like to pay special tribute to two 
servicemembers from my district—Corporal 
James J. Jackowski of Salem, and Corporal 
Ronald L. Shallo of Hudson. Their ultimate 
sacrifice is a debt that can never be recovered 
or repaid—only honored. 

While our great nation suffered from that at-
tack, the families of fallen servicemembers 
continue to feel the pain from that day. A can-
dlelight vigil honoring those who fell in Beirut 
that day will be held October 23, 2008 near 
Camp Lejeune in Jacksonville, NC. My 
thoughts and prayers are and will be with 
those family members on this 25th anniversary 
of that dreadful day. 

Madam Speaker, I join my colleagues today 
in expressing my deepest sympathy to the 
family members of all of the fallen 
servicemembers from the Beirut bombing and 
wish them solace in their time of healing. 

RECOGNIZING COL MARCUS LUNDY 
POWELL, JR. 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Col. Marcus Lundy 
Powell, Jr. who was born in Mecklenberg 
County, VA, and will turn 90 years old on Oc-
tober 9, 2008. Mr. Powell graduated from the 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute, which today is 
known as Virginia Tech, in 1939. Upon his 
graduation he was commissioned a 2nd lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Army and was assigned to 
the 8th Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Divi-
sion, under Col. James Van Fleet. 

Just five years later at the age of 25 he was 
a company commander who lead troops in the 
first wave onto Utah Beach at Normandy, on 
D-Day; June 6, 1944. Mr. Powell would go 
onto to tirelessly serve on the front lines of 
many of the most hard-fought battles in the 
European Theater including the Battle of 
Huertgen Forest. He also served on the first 
day of the Battle of the Bulge. 

Following the close of the Second World 
War Mr. Powell would be stationed as an 
Aide-de-camp to Gen. James Van Fleet from 
1946–48 in Athens, Greece, during the Greek 
War. From 1955–57 he served as Deputy 
Chief of the Military Assistance Advisory 
Group in Baghdad, Iraq. Mr. Powell would 
again bravely wear the uniform of the U.S. 
Army overseas as a troop Commander in 
Korea from 1962–63 and as the Deputy Direc-
tor of Headquarters in Vietnam from 1966–67. 
Finally, Mr. Powell was transferred to the Con-
tinental Army Command at Ft. Monroe, VA, 
from 1967–72 as the Director of Reserve 
Components. 

Mr. Powell is the proud father of four chil-
dren, three grandchildren, and five great- 
grandchildren. Col. Powell has retired to Ox-
ford, NC, where, weather permitting, he plays 
golf once or twice a week, plays bridge, works 
in his garden, makes wonderful cherry pre-
serves and remains an active member of the 
local Lions Club. Ever the optimist, in March of 
this year he married a wonderful woman. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Col. Marcus Lundy Powell, 
Jr. upon his 90th birthday and for his honor-
able accomplishments with the U.S. Army in 
defense and service to our Nation. 
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FRANKLIN NOON ROTARY CLUB 
CELEBRATES 60TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor and pay tribute 
to a civic club in Williamson County, Ten-
nessee that has provided benevolent support 
to the people living in the City of Franklin for 
sixty years. 

With fourteen original members eager to be 
of service to the community, Franklin Noon 

Rotary sought official recognition and was 
charted on January 13, 1948. Mr. Jim Warren 
was elected the Rotary’s first president. 

One of the club’s first actions was the cre-
ation of the Franklin Rodeo. The rodeo, now 
entering its 60th year, has grown into an im-
pressively large community event and charity 
fundraiser. Through charitable giving, which 
totals in the millions, thousands of people 
have been helped. This money has taken the 
form of college scholarships, books, medical 
education, health care, band uniforms, help for 
the mentally and physically handicapped, sup-
port of exchange students, construction of 
park facilities, donations to local charities, 
Polio Plus and many more worthwhile 
projects. 

Madam Speaker, no other Franklin Civic 
Club has raised and spent more money in the 
community than the Franklin Noon Rotary 
Club. It is only fitting that I rise today to thank 
the past and present officers and past and 
present members of the Franklin Noon Rotary 
for contributing their time and hard earned 
money so that others may have a better life. 
They have made a great contribution to Frank-
lin, Williamson County, Tennessee and the 
United States of America. 

I am honored to stand with them today to 
recognize their efforts and to celebrate the 
60th anniversary of the Franklin Noon Rotary 
and Franklin Rodeo. May God continue to 
watch over these fine Rotarians and those 
they seek to help. 

f 

TYLER D. STEN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Tyler Sten, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 31, and by earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Tyler has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Tyler has 
shown an extraordinary commitment to scout-
ing as evidenced by earning over 30 merit 
badges. Tyler is a recipient of Ad Altare Dei 
Religious Award Firebuilder in the Tribe of Mic 
O’ Say with his troop. 

Tyler’s Eagle Scout service project con-
sisted of constructing and installing a new sign 
for the St. Francis Xavier Pre-school in St. Jo-
seph, Missouri. This project continues the long 
tradition of community service established by 
the Boy Scouts of America. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Tyler Sten for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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