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SEC. 6. COORDINATING, TRAINING, RESEARCH, 

AND OTHER ACTIVITIES. 
Part D of the Runaway and Homeless 

Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5714–21 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 345. PERIODIC ESTIMATE OF INCIDENCE 

AND PREVALENCE OF YOUTH HOME-
LESSNESS. 

‘‘(a) PERIODIC ESTIMATE.—Not later than 2 
years after the date of enactment of the Re-
connecting Homeless Youth Act of 2008, and 
at 5-year intervals thereafter, the Secretary, 
in consultation with the United States Inter-
agency Council on Homelessness, shall pre-
pare and submit to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the Senate, and make available to the pub-
lic, a report— 

‘‘(1) by using the best quantitative and 
qualitative social science research methods 
available, containing an estimate of the inci-
dence and prevalence of runaway and home-
less individuals who are not less than 13 
years of age but are less than 26 years of age; 
and 

‘‘(2) that includes with such estimate an 
assessment of the characteristics of such in-
dividuals. 

‘‘(b) CONTENT.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include— 

‘‘(1) the results of conducting a survey of, 
and direct interviews with, a representative 
sample of runaway and homeless individuals 
who are not less than 13 years of age but are 
less than 26 years of age, to determine past 
and current— 

‘‘(A) socioeconomic characteristics of such 
individuals; and 

‘‘(B) barriers to such individuals obtain-
ing— 

‘‘(i) safe, quality, and affordable housing; 
‘‘(ii) comprehensive and affordable health 

insurance and health services; and 
‘‘(iii) incomes, public benefits, supportive 

services, and connections to caring adults; 
and 

‘‘(2) such other information as the Sec-
retary determines, in consultation with 
States, units of local government, and na-
tional nongovernmental organizations con-
cerned with homelessness, may be useful. 

‘‘(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—If the Secretary en-
ters into any contract with a non-Federal 
entity for purposes of carrying out sub-
section (a), such entity shall be a nongovern-
mental organization, or an individual, deter-
mined by the Secretary to have appropriate 
expertise in quantitative and qualitative so-
cial science research.’’. 
SEC. 7. SEXUAL ABUSE PREVENTION PROGRAM. 

Section 351(b) of the Runaway and Home-
less Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5714–41(b)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘public and’’ after 
‘‘priority to’’. 
SEC. 8. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. 

Part F of the Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5714a et seq.) is amend-
ed by inserting after section 386 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 386A. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of the Reconnecting 
Homeless Youth Act of 2008, the Secretary 
shall issue rules that specify performance 
standards for public and nonprofit private 
entities and agencies that receive grants 
under sections 311, 321, and 351. 

‘‘(b) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall 
consult with representatives of public and 
nonprofit private entities and agencies that 
receive grants under this title, including 
statewide and regional nonprofit organiza-

tions (including combinations of such orga-
nizations) that receive grants under this 
title, and national nonprofit organizations 
concerned with youth homelessness, in de-
veloping the performance standards required 
by subsection (a). 

‘‘(c) IMPLEMENTATION OF PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS.—The Secretary shall integrate 
the performance standards into the processes 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services for grantmaking, monitoring, and 
evaluation for programs under sections 311, 
321, and 351.’’. 
SEC. 9. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 

STUDY AND REPORT. 
(a) STUDY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 

of the United States shall conduct a study, 
including making findings and recommenda-
tions, relating to the processes for making 
grants under parts A, B, and E of the Run-
away and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5711 
et seq., 5714–1 et seq., 5714–41). 

(2) SUBJECTS.—In particular, the Comp-
troller General shall study— 

(A) the Secretary’s written responses to 
and other communications with applicants 
who do not receive grants under part A, B, or 
E of such Act, to determine if the informa-
tion provided in the responses and commu-
nications is conveyed clearly; 

(B) the content and structure of the grant 
application documents, and of other associ-
ated documents (including grant announce-
ments), to determine if the requirements of 
the applications and other associated docu-
ments are presented and structured in a way 
that gives an applicant a clear under-
standing of the information that the appli-
cant must provide in each portion of an ap-
plication to successfully complete it, and a 
clear understanding of the terminology used 
throughout the application and other associ-
ated documents; 

(C) the peer review process for applications 
for the grants, including the selection of peer 
reviewers, the oversight of the process by 
staff of the Department of Health and 
Human Services, and the extent to which 
such staff make funding determinations 
based on the comments and scores of the 
peer reviewers; 

(D) the typical timeframe, and the process 
and responsibilities of such staff, for re-
sponding to applicants for the grants, and 
the efforts made by such staff to commu-
nicate with the applicants when funding de-
cisions or funding for the grants is delayed, 
such as when funding is delayed due to fund-
ing of a program through appropriations 
made under a continuing resolution; and 

(E) the plans for implementation of, and 
the implementation of, where practicable, 
the technical assistance and training pro-
grams carried out under section 342 of the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 
5714–22), and the effect of such programs on 
the application process for the grants. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall prepare and submit to 
the Committee on Education and Labor of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate a re-
port containing the findings and rec-
ommendations resulting from the study. 
SEC. 10. DEFINITIONS. 

(a) HOMELESS YOUTH.—Section 387(3) of the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 
5732a(3)) is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), by striking ‘‘The’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘means’’ and inserting ‘‘The term 
‘homeless’, used with respect to a youth, 
means’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) in clause (i)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘not more than’’ each place 

it appears and inserting ‘‘less than’’; and 
(ii) by inserting after ‘‘age’’ the last place 

it appears the following: ‘‘, or is less than a 
higher maximum age if the State where the 
center is located has an applicable State or 
local law (including a regulation) that per-
mits such higher maximum age in compli-
ance with licensure requirements for child- 
and youth-serving facilities’’; and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘age;’’ and in-
serting the following: ‘‘age and either— 

‘‘(I) less than 22 years of age; or 
‘‘(II) not less than 22 years of age, as of the 

expiration of the maximum period of stay 
permitted under section 322(a)(2) if such indi-
vidual commences such stay before reaching 
22 years of age;’’. 

(b) RUNAWAY YOUTH.—Section 387 of the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 
5732a) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), (6), 
and (7) as paragraphs (5), (6), (7), and (8), re-
spectively; and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) RUNAWAY YOUTH.—The term ‘runaway’, 
used with respect to a youth, means an indi-
vidual who is less than 18 years of age and 
who absents himself or herself from home or 
a place of legal residence without the per-
mission of a parent or legal guardian.’’. 
SEC. 11. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 388(a) of the Runaway and Home-
less Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5751(a)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘is authorized’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘are authorized’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘part E) $105,000,000 for fis-

cal year 2004’’ and inserting ‘‘section 345 and 
part E) $140,000,000 for fiscal year 2009’’; and 

(C) by striking ‘‘2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013’’; 

(2) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘In’’ and inserting the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In’’; 
(B) by inserting ‘‘(other than section 345)’’ 

before the period; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) PERIODIC ESTIMATE.—There are au-

thorized to be appropriated to carry out sec-
tion 345 such sums as may be necessary for 
fiscal years 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013.’’; 
and 

(3) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘is authorized’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘are authorized’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘such sums as may be nec-

essary for fiscal years 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 
and 2008’’ and inserting ‘‘$25,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2009 and such sums as may be necessary 
for fiscal years 2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013’’. 

The Senate bill was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 200TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF MARYLAND SCHOOL OF MEDI-
CINE 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H. Res. 870, and ask for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu-

tion. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 870 

Whereas the Baltimore campus of the Uni-
versity of Maryland was founded in 1807; 

Whereas the School of Medicine was estab-
lished in 1807, which makes it the first public 
and the fifth oldest medical school in the 
United States and the first to institute a 
residency training program in 1823; 

Whereas the School of Medicine is the 
founding school at the University of Mary-
land and is an integral part of the 11-campus 
University System of Maryland; 

Whereas at the University of Maryland in 
Baltimore, the School of Medicine serves as 
the foundation for a large academic health 
center that combines medical education, bio-
medical research, patient care, and commu-
nity service; 

Whereas the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine is dedicated to providing 
excellence in biomedical education, basic 
and clinical research, quality patient care, 
and service to improve the health of the citi-
zens of Maryland and beyond; 

Whereas the School of Medicine is com-
mitted to the education and training of 
M.D., Ph.D., graduate, physical therapy, re-
habilitation science, and medical research 
technology students; 

Whereas the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine has played a crucial role 
in helping to meet Maryland’s health care 
needs and continues to recruit and develop 
faculty to serve as exemplary role models for 
students; 

Whereas in 1823, the medical school became 
the first teaching hospital in the Nation 
with the construction of the Baltimore Infir-
mary; and 

Whereas the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine has a legacy that has es-
tablished a tradition of academic excellence, 
outstanding patient care, and ground-break-
ing research: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the United States House of 
Representatives— 

(1) congratulates the 200th Anniversary of 
the University of Maryland School of Medi-
cine; 

(2) recognizes the achievements of the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Baltimore, and the 
School of Medicine in training local, State, 
and world leaders; and 

(3) recognizes the achievements of the Uni-
versity of Maryland School of Medicine for 
outstanding work in the community. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

NATIONAL STEP UP FOR KIDS 
DAY 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the resolution (H. Res. 1430) expressing 
support for the goals of the National 
Step Up For Kids Day by promoting 
national awareness of the needs of the 
children, youth, and families of the 

United States, celebrating children, 
and expressing the need to make their 
future and well-being a national pri-
ority, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1430 

Whereas there are approximately 73 mil-
lion children in the United States; 

Whereas nine million children are without 
health insurance and do not receive timely 
or comprehensive medical attention; 

Whereas three million children are re-
ported abused or neglected each year, thou-
sands of whom are killed or severely injured; 

Whereas more than 13 million children and 
youth live below the poverty level; 

Whereas millions of children and youth are 
unsupervised at the end of the school day 
and would benefit from participation in qual-
ity after school programs; 

Whereas millions of infants, toddlers, and 
preschoolers lack access to affordable, high- 
quality early care, and education; 

Whereas safe, nurturing, and stimulating 
experiences in the first years of life promote 
school-readiness, future academic success, 
and other positive social outcomes; and 

Whereas the future success, health, pros-
perity, and security of our Nation depend on 
an educated, healthy, and secure citizenry, 
all of which is founded in childhood: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes that wise investments in 
children will lead to a better-educated citi-
zenry and a more competitive workforce in 
the United States; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of the Na-
tional Step Up For Kids Day; 

(3) recognizes that every child matters; and 
(4) encourages the citizens of the United 

States to make children, youth, and families 
a priority throughout the year. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

ESTABLISHING NATIONAL HIS-
TORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES WEEK 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the resolution (H. Res. 135) expressing 
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives that a National Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities Week 
should be established, and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 

H. RES. 135 

Whereas there are 103 historically Black 
colleges and universities in the United 
States; 

Whereas historically Black colleges and 
universities provide the quality education 
essential to full participation in a complex, 
highly technological society; 

Whereas historically Black colleges and 
universities have a rich heritage and have 
played a prominent role in the history of the 
United States; 

Whereas historically Black colleges and 
universities have allowed many underprivi-
leged students to attain their full potential 
through higher education; and 

Whereas the achievements and goals of his-
torically Black colleges and universities are 
deserving of national recognition: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the achievements and goals 
of historically Black colleges and univer-
sities in the United States; 

(2) supports the designation of an appro-
priate week as ‘‘National Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities Week’’; and 

(3) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation designating such a week, and calling 
on the people of the United States and inter-
ested groups to observe such week with ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams to demonstrate support for histori-
cally Black colleges and universities. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT TO THE PREAMBLE OFFERED BY 

MR. ANDREWS 

Mr. ANDREWS. I have an amend-
ment to the preamble at the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment to the preamble offered 

by ANDREWS: 
In the preamble, in the first whereas 

clause, strike ‘‘103’’ and insert ‘‘105’’. 

The amendment to the preamble was 
agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COMMENDING BARTER THEATRE 
ON ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
416) commending Barter Theatre on the 
occasion of its 75th anniversary, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 416 

Whereas Barter Theatre in Abingdon, Vir-
ginia, presents its 75th anniversary season in 
2008; 

Whereas Barter Theatre was founded in 
1933 by visionary Robert Porterfield, who 
originated the idea of offering people admis-
sion to artistic performances in exchange for 
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