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the long-term neglect of our nation’s aging 
and deteriorating infrastructure. 

Again, AGC strongly supports H.R. 3999, 
and looks forward to working with you to 
enact this worthy legislation. 

Sincerely, 
STEPHEN E. SANDHERR, 

Chief Executive Officer. 

AMERICAN COUNCIL ON 
ENGINEERING COMPANIES, 
Washingon, DC, July 15, 2008. 

Hon. JAMES OBERSTAR, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, Washington, DC. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the American 

Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC)— 
the voice of America’s engineering indus-
try—I wanted to express our strong support 
for H.R. 3999, the National Highway Bridge 
Reconstruction and Inspection Act and ap-
plaud your leadership in addressing the 
shortcomings of our national bridge pro-
gram. 

ACEC member firms are involved in every 
aspect of bridge planning, design and inspec-
tion. As you know, ACEC members testified 
before your committee and others about the 
need for a risk-based approach to bridge in-
spections and repair and rehabilitation deci-
sions. Thank you for incorporating our rec-
ommendations into the bill. Improving exist-
ing inspection procedures and techniques, as 
called for in H.R. 3999, will allow states and 
the federal government to better allocate 
limited resources. The bill rightly calls for 
priority consideration based on safety, serv-
iceability, and the impact on regional and 
national freight and passenger mobility. 

ACEC strongly supports the requirement 
in the bill that bridge program managers and 
critical bridge inspection team leaders be li-
censed professional engineers. While we rec-
ognize the value of experience in bridge in-
spections, there is no replacement for the 
rigorous education, testing and standards for 
professional licensing. We firmly believe 
that a licensed professional engineer, quali-
fied to practice structural engineering, 
should be in ‘‘responsible charge’’ of every 
bridge safety inspection. 

Finally, ACEC appreciates the inclusion of 
a $5 million grant program to evaluate the 
effectiveness, accuracy and reliability of ad-
vanced condition assessment inspection 
processes and technologies. As noted in our 
testimony, inspectors are often limited in 
time and resources to visual or other simple 
inspections that provide only an immediate 
snapshot of bridge conditions, existing and 
emerging deficiencies, and any potential haz-
ards. Significant safety improvements can be 
found in emerging technologies such as fiber 
optic, vibrating wire, acoustical emissions, 
and peak strain displacement for monitoring 
and evaluating the structural health of a 
highway bridge. The pilot program in the bill 
will help move these technologies forward. 

For these reasons, ACEC supports passage 
of H.R. 3999. We look forward to working 
with you on this and other transportation in-
frastructure legislation in the future. 

Sincerely, 
DAVID A. RAYMOND, 

President and CEO. 

f 

FEMA ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 
2008 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Calendar No. 951, S. 2382. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2382) to require the Adminis-

trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to quickly and fairly address 
the abundance of surplus manufactured 
housing units stored by the Federal Govern-
ment around the country at taxpayer ex-
pense. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment to 
strike all after the enacting clause and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: 

S. 2382 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; DEFINITIONS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘FEMA Accountability Act of 2008’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act— 
(1) the term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-

ministrator of FEMA; 
(2) the term ‘‘FEMA’’ means the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency; and 
(3) the term ‘‘major disaster’’ has the meaning 

given that term in section 102 of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122). 
SEC. 2. STORAGE, SALE, TRANSFER, AND DIS-

POSAL OF HOUSING UNITS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall— 

(1) complete an assessment to determine the 
number of temporary housing units purchased 
by FEMA that FEMA needs to maintain in 
stock to respond appropriately to major disas-
ters occurring after the date of enactment of this 
Act; and 

(2) establish criteria for determining whether 
individual temporary housing units stored by 
FEMA are in usable condition, which shall in-
clude appropriate criteria for formaldehyde test-
ing and exposure. 

(b) PLAN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall establish a plan for— 

(A) storing the number of temporary housing 
units that the Administrator has determined 
under subsection (a)(1) that FEMA needs to 
maintain in stock; 

(B) selling, transferring, or otherwise dis-
posing of the temporary housing units in the in-
ventory of FEMA that— 

(i) are in excess of the number of temporary 
housing units that the Administrator has deter-
mined under subsection (a)(1) that FEMA needs 
to maintain in stock; and 

(ii) are in usable condition, based on the cri-
teria established under subsection (a)(2); and 

(C) disposing of the temporary housing units 
in the inventory of FEMA that the Adminis-
trator determines are not in usable condition, 
based on the criteria established under sub-
section (a)(2). 

(2) APPLICABILITY OF DISPOSAL REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The plan established under paragraph 
(1) shall be subject to the requirements of section 
408(d)(2) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Re-
lief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5174(d)(2)) and other applicable provisions of 
law. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 9 
months after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator shall implement the plan de-
scribed in subsection (b). 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator 
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate 
and the appropriate committees of the House of 
Representatives a report on the status of the dis-
tribution, sale, transfer, or other disposal of the 
unused temporary housing units purchased by 
FEMA. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. I ask unani-
mous consent that the Pryor amend-
ment at the desk be agreed to; the 
committee-reported substitute, as 
amended, be agreed to; the bill, as 
amended, be read a third time and 
passed; the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate; and that any state-
ments related thereto be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5657) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; DEFINITIONS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘FEMA Accountability Act of 2008’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act— 
(1) the term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the 

Administrator of FEMA; 
(2) the terms ‘‘emergency’’ and ‘‘major dis-

aster’’ have the meanings given such terms 
in section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act 
(42 U.S.C. 5122); and 

(3) the term ‘‘FEMA’’ means the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 
SEC. 2. STORAGE, SALE, TRANSFER, AND DIS-

POSAL OF HOUSING UNITS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator shall— 

(1) complete an assessment to determine 
the number of temporary housing units pur-
chased by FEMA that FEMA needs to main-
tain in stock to respond appropriately to 
emergencies or major disasters occurring 
after the date of enactment of this Act; and 

(2) establish criteria for determining 
whether the individual temporary housing 
units stored by FEMA are in usable condi-
tion, which shall include appropriate criteria 
for formaldehyde testing and exposure of the 
individual temporary housing units. 

(b) PLAN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator shall establish a plan for— 

(A) storing the number of temporary hous-
ing units that the Administrator has deter-
mined under subsection (a)(1) that FEMA 
needs to maintain in stock; 

(B) selling, transferring, or otherwise dis-
posing of the temporary housing units in the 
inventory of FEMA that— 

(i) are in excess of the number of tem-
porary housing units that the Administrator 
has determined under subsection (a)(1) that 
FEMA needs to maintain in stock; and 

(ii) are in usable condition, based on the 
criteria established under subsection (a)(2); 
and 

(C) disposing of the temporary housing 
units in the inventory of FEMA that the Ad-
ministrator determines are not in usable 
condition, based on the criteria established 
under subsection (a)(2). 
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(2) APPLICABILITY OF DISPOSAL REQUIRE-

MENTS.—The plan established under para-
graph (1) shall be subject to the require-
ments of section 408(d)(2) of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5174(d)(2)) and other 
applicable provisions of law. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 9 
months after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Administrator shall implement the 
plan described in subsection (b). 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives a report on the status of the 
distribution, sale, transfer, or other disposal 
of the unused temporary housing units pur-
chased by FEMA. 

The committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The bill (S. 2382), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

PAUL D. WELLSTONE MUSCULAR 
DYSTROPHY COMMUNITY AS-
SISTANCE, RESEARCH, AND EDU-
CATION AMENDMENTS OF 2008 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate proceed 
to immediate consideration of H.R. 
5265, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5265) to amend the Public 

Health Service Act to provide for research 
with respect to various forms of muscular 
dystrophy, including Becker, congenital, dis-
tal, Duchenne, Emery-Dreifuss 
facioscapulohumeral, limb-girdle, myotonic, 
and oculopharyngeal, muscular dystrophies. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. I ask unani-
mous consent that the substitute 
amendment be agreed to; the bill, as 
amended, be read three times and 
passed; the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate; and that any state-
ments relating to the measure be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5658) was agreed 
to, as follows: 
(Purpose: To provide a complete substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Paul D. 
Wellstone Muscular Dystrophy Community 
Assistance, Research, and Education Amend-
ments of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. EXPANSION, INTENSIFICATION, AND CO-

ORDINATION OF ACTIVITIES OF NIH 
WITH RESPECT TO RESEARCH ON 
MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY. 

(a) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 404E 
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
283g) is amended by striking subsection (f) 
(relating to reports to Congress) and redesig-
nating subsection (g) as subsection (f). 

(b) AMENDMENTS.—Section 404E of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 283g) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by inserting ‘‘the 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute,’’ 
after ‘‘the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National 
Institute of Child Health and Human Devel-
opment,’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by adding at the 
end of the following: ‘‘Such centers of excel-
lence shall be known as the ‘Paul D. 
Wellstone Muscular Dystrophy Cooperative 
Research Centers’.’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(g) CLINICAL RESEARCH.—The Coordi-

nating Committee may evaluate the poten-
tial need to enhance the clinical research in-
frastructure required to test emerging thera-
pies for the various forms of muscular dys-
trophy by prioritizing the achievement of 
the goals related to this topic in the plan 
under subsection (e)(1).’’. 
SEC. 3. DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION OF AC-

TIVITIES OF CDC WITH RESPECT TO 
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON 
MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY. 

Section 317Q of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 247b–18) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (f); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) DATA.—In carrying out this section, 
the Secretary may ensure that any data on 
patients that is collected as part of the Mus-
cular Dystrophy STARnet (under a grant 
under this section) is regularly updated to 
reflect changes in patient condition over 
time. 

‘‘(e) REPORTS AND STUDY.— 
‘‘(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 18 

months after the date of the enactment of 
the Paul D. Wellstone Muscular Dystrophy 
Community Assistance, Research, and Edu-
cation Amendments of 2008, and annually 
thereafter, the Director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention shall submit 
to the appropriate committees of the Con-
gress a report— 

‘‘(A) concerning the activities carried out 
by MD STARnet site funded under this sec-
tion during the year for which the report is 
prepared; 

‘‘(B) containing the data collected and 
findings derived from the MD STARnet sites 
each fiscal year (as funded under a grant 
under this section during fiscal years 2008 
through 2012); and 

‘‘(C) that every 2 years outlines prospec-
tive data collection objectives and strate-
gies. 

‘‘(2) TRACKING HEALTH OUTCOMES.—The Sec-
retary may provide health outcome data on 
the health and survival of people with mus-
cular dystrophy.’’. 
SEC. 4. INFORMATION AND EDUCATION. 

Section 5 of the Muscular Dystrophy Com-
munity Assistance, Research and Education 
Amendments of 2001 (42 U.S.C. 247b–19) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary may— 

‘‘(1) partner with leaders in the muscular 
dystrophy patient community; 

‘‘(2) cooperate with professional organiza-
tions and the patient community in the de-
velopment and issuance of care consider-
ations for Duchenne-Becker muscular dys-
trophy, and other forms of muscular dys-
trophy, and in periodic review and updates, 
as appropriate; and 

‘‘(3) widely disseminate the Duchenne- 
Becker muscular dystrophy and other forms 
of muscular dystrophy care considerations as 
broadly as possible, including through part-
nership opportunities with the muscular dys-
trophy patient community.’’. 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill read a third 
time. 

The bill (H.R. 5625), as amended, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

f 

AMENDING THE IMMIGRATION 
AND NATIONALITY ACT 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Calendar No. 960, S. 3166. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3166) to amend the Immigration 

and Nationality Act to impose criminal pen-
alties on individuals who assist aliens who 
have engaged in genocide, torture, or 
extrajudicial killings to enter the United 
States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
bill be read a third time and passed, 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3166) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3166 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. AIDING OR ASSISTING CERTAIN 

ALIENS TO ENTER THE UNITED 
STATES. 

Section 277 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1327) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘(other than subparagraph (E) thereof)’’. 

f 

SUPPORTING ‘‘LIGHTS ON 
AFTERSCHOOL!’’ 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of S. Con. Res. 104. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 104) 

supporting ‘‘Lights On Afterschool!,’’ a na-
tional celebration of after school programs. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, today Sen-
ator ENSIGN and I have introduced a 
resolution designating October 16, 2008, 
Lights On Afterschool Day. Lights on 
Afterschool brings students, parents, 
educators, lawmakers, and community 
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