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of working families do not have a bank 
or credit union account. The unbanked 
rely on alternative financial service 
providers to obtain cash from checks, 
pay bills, and send remittances. Many 
of the unbanked are low-and moderate- 
income families that can ill afford hav-
ing their earnings diminished by reli-
ance on these high-cost and often pred-
atory financial services. In addition, 
the unbanked are unable to save se-
curely to prepare for the loss of a job, 
a family illness, a down payment on a 
first home, or education expenses. 
There are few affordable alternatives 
for consumers who need small loans 
quickly. 

We need to enact S. 3410, the Improv-
ing Access to Mainstream Financial In-
stitutions Act of 2008. This legislation 
authorizes grants intended to help low- 
and moderate-income unbanked indi-
viduals establish credit union or bank 
accounts. The legislation also author-
izes a grant program to encourage the 
development of affordable small loans 
at banks and credit unions. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have a letter of support from 
the Credit Union National Association, 
CUNA, for S. 3410 printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

AUGUST 1, 2008. 
Hon. DANIEL AKAKA, 
U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR AKAKA: On behalf of the 
Credit Union National Association (CUNA), I 
am writing in regards to S. 3410, the ‘‘Im-
proving Access to Mainstream Financial In-
stitutions Act of 2008.’’ CUNA is the nation’s 
largest credit union advocacy organization, 
representing nearly 90 percent of our na-
tion’s 8,300 state and federally chartered 
credit unions, their state credit union 
leagues, and their more than 90 million cred-
it union members. 

CUNA applauds your efforts to encourage 
low and moderate-income individuals to es-
tablish account relationships with main-
stream financial institutions and to assist fi-
nancial institution in offering low cost alter-
natives to payday loans. 

Promoting thrift is one of the core mis-
sions of credit unions. Credit unions 
throughout the nation are dedicated to de-
veloping and offering products that provide 
consumers affordable payday lending alter-
natives. Credit unions also strive to improve 
their members’ economic well-being through 
financial literacy programs and other initia-
tives. Because the intent of S. 3410 and the 
mission of credit unions are so well aligned, 
CUNA looks forward to the opportunity to 
work with you and your staff to suggest 
operational improvements to the bill as it 
makes its way through the legislative proc-
ess. 

On behalf of CUNA, our state leagues, 
member credit unions and their credit union 
members, I appreciate the opportunity to 
share our views on S. 3410, and we look for-
ward to continuing to work with you on 
these and other issues important to con-
sumers. 

Sincerely, 
DANIEL A. MICA, 

President & CEO. 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES K. ‘‘KENNY’’ 
PERRY AND JOHN B. ‘‘J.B.’’ 
HOLMES 
Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I 

pay tribute to Kenny Perry and J.B. 
Holmes for their contribution to the 
success of the 2008 United States Ryder 
Cup team. 

The 2008 Ryder Cup was recently held 
in my home State at the Valhalla Golf 
Club in Louisville, KY. On Sunday, the 
American team defeated the Europeans 
161⁄2 to 111⁄2. This was their first Ryder 
Cup victory since 1999. If not for the re-
markable performances by Mr. Perry 
and Mr. Holmes, this success would not 
have been possible. 

Mr. Perry was born in Elizabethtown, 
KY, but calls Franklin, KY, his home. 
He started playing golf at the age of 7 
and spent years perfecting his game. 
He later went on to attend Western 
Kentucky University and started golf-
ing professionally in 1982. He has shown 
his dedication to the game of golf by 
building a public golf course in his 
hometown specifically designed for 
handicapped individuals. Perry’s per-
formance at this year’s Ryder Cup was 
exceptional as he finished with a total 
record of two wins, one loss, and one 
tie. His achievements on and off the 
course are to be commended. 

Mr. Holmes was born and currently 
resides in Campbellsville, KY. He has 
played golf most of his life, including 
playing for his local high school golf 
team as a third grade elementary stu-
dent. He later went on to attend the 
University of Kentucky and started 
playing professional golf in 2005. His 
hard work and dedication have earned 
him the right to be named among the 
highest skilled golfers in the world. Mr. 
Holmes’ performance at the 2008 Ryder 
Cup was one of the best. He finished 
with a total score of two wins, no 
losses, and one tie. It was a pleasure to 
watch Mr. Holmes compete and I con-
gratulate him on an outstanding per-
formance. 

I now ask my fellow colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Mr. Perry 
and Mr. Holmes for their remarkable 
performance and achievement. These 
two men have represented Kentucky 
and the United States well. 

f 

NATIONAL FIRST RESPONDER 
APPRECIATION DAY 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Idaho’s 
first responders. 

I have been joined by a bipartisan 
group of my Senate colleagues in pass-
ing a resolution that designates today, 
September 25, 2008, as National First 
Responder Appreciation Day. I would 
like to celebrate this day by showing 
my appreciation for the brave men and 
women who have risked life and limb 
and sacrificed family time and personal 
comfort to perform a task that is crit-
ical to citizens of the State of Idaho. 

I would like to recognize the heroic 
efforts of all of Idaho’s first responders, 
our firefighters, EMTs, medical per-
sonnel, and law enforcement officers. 
Thousands of first responders have 
made the ultimate sacrifice and have 
proven critical in leading the Nation 
through national tragedies like Sep-
tember 11 and natural disasters such as 
Hurricanes Ike and Gustav, through 
flooding in the Midwest, Hurricane 
Katrina and wildfires across the West-
ern United States. 

In Idaho, fire is a way of life. During 
the 2007 fire season, over 2 million 
acres burned, more than at any other 
time in Idaho’s recorded history. Gen-
erally, Idaho’s fire season begins in 
mid-July and extends into September, 
but in 2007, the Cascade Complex fire 
burned until the snow fell. The Cascade 
Complex fire was only one of several 
very large fires last year. The East 
Zone Complex fire in central Idaho 
burned over 300,000 acres, and the Mur-
phy Complex fire in south-central 
Idaho burned over 600,000 acres. During 
this trying time, our first responders 
and firefighters went above and beyond 
the call of duty. Incident management 
teams and area command teams 
worked for weeks on end, battling 
flames and working to protect homes 
and lives. I have had the opportunity 
to visit fire camps and speak to these 
heroes who, like our veterans, often en-
danger their own lives to save the lives 
of others. Staff at the National Inter-
agency Fire Center in Boise, ID, is to 
be commended for their tireless re-
sponse coordination efforts. 

While the severity of this fire season 
has not risen to the level of last year’s 
fire season in Idaho, firefighters and 
other first responders have remained 
vigilant. The Oregon Trail fire in 
Boise, ID, began on August 25, 2008, 
when a brush fire, fed by 50 mph. winds, 
dry sage brush, high heat, and aided by 
sloped terrain, spread to the nearby Or-
egon Trail and Columbia Village sub-
divisions. The fire caused the destruc-
tion of ten homes, damage to nine oth-
ers, and claimed the life of Mary Ellen 
Ryder, a professor at Boise State Uni-
versity. During this trying time, my 
thoughts and prayers go out to the 
Ryder family and others who have 
homes that have been lost or damaged. 
Thankfully, preplanning and prepara-
tion enabled Boise firefighters to avert 
the possibility of greater damage and 
loss. Firefighters arrived at Sweet-
water Drive within 2 minutes of the 
first call, and they proceeded to risk 
their lives to draw a fire line between 
the burning houses and the other near-
by subdivisions, protecting more than 
1,000 homes and countless families. 

The example of professionalism, 
strength, and bravery displayed by the 
Boise Police and Fire Departments dur-
ing the events of the Oregon Trail fire 
is just one of many examples I could 
cite to illustrate the invaluable service 
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wildland, municipal, and volunteer 
firefighters provide to our commu-
nities. Likewise, our EMTs, medical 
personnel, law enforcement, and others 
put their lives on the line daily to help 
others. Today, these efforts will receive 
recognition before the United States 
Senate and the American people. 

f 

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
well over 1,000, are heartbreaking and 
touching. To respect their efforts, I am 
submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through an address set up specifically 
for this purpose to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. This is not an issue that will 
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard. 
Their stories not only detail their 
struggles to meet everyday expenses, 
but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can 
do now to tackle this problem and find 
solutions that last beyond today. I ask 
unanimous consent to have today’s let-
ters printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

If you want to really understand what is 
going on with our energy crises, please view 
all eight sections of: http://video.google.com/ 
videoplay?docid=3870461488930715065. 

BRAD and DEE. 

These rising fuel prices are hurting my 
family and our business! We own a logging 
company which, being all mechanized, re-
quires use of a lot of fuel. In addition, our 
jobs are usually 100 miles or more away and 
even with our employees commuting to-
gether, the cost is outrageous. In the logging 
industry, it is not all that easy to pass the 
cost on to the customer. The jobs we are 
doing right now were bid on last year; there-
fore the price is set and was set without the 
prediction that the fuel prices were going to 
be this high. Our employees can forget 
raises, bonuses or benefits as we cannot af-
ford them, therefore it will be harder to keep 
and find new employees. We subcontract our 
log hauling and the truck drivers that have 
not quit driving completely are charging a 
fortune to haul our logs to the mills. At this 
point, we are unsure of our future as a busi-
ness which, in turn, is affecting our family 
and our employees’ families. 

We have to be careful with our spending 
and put money aside. Forget that vacation 
to Yellowstone or any camping this summer 
as the cost of hauling our camp trailer is too 
high. Forget enjoying our beautiful lakes 
and rivers as the cost of fueling our boat is 
too expensive. And even driving to our favor-
ite fishing hole is too costly. These things, 
our Idaho way of life, that have always been 
inexpensive family fun are now considered 
luxuries. 

I have always and especially now support 
utilizing our own natural resources and rely-
ing less on foreign sources for anything. Al-

though, I am suspicious that the rising fuel 
costs can be more controlled and are not just 
a factor of supply and demand. I wish I could 
do more other than tell my story and some-
thing needs to be done now by those in 
power. I feel powerless and controlled as you 
were saying, Mr. Crapo; Idahoans have no 
choice with the distances we have to travel 
and the lack of public transportation, and 
our jobs which require the use of fuel. 
Thanks for your efforts but this problem 
needs a solution immediately! 

DEANNA, Post Falls. 

One way to give back to the community is 
to volunteer for a non-profit. My wife does 
this regularly. The group that she is with 
will do home visits to help a particular group 
of people—those that are on the margin 
about to fail financially. The idea is to give 
people a little boost and prevent them from 
falling into a cycle of dependence for a long 
time. 

Frequently, she’d ask me to go with her as 
they always require two people for safety 
reasons. I sit and watch the faces of the peo-
ple being harmed by the current inaction in 
Congress. They know that so much is riding 
on what happens in the near future. Today, 
they are proud and know that they pay their 
own way. However, they fear having to live 
off the backs of others, becoming a burden 
and losing their pride in the process. 

People know what is going on. Regarding 
Congress, the words we speak at these meet-
ings are pretty simple. The people leading 
this country have worked for a long time to 
put us in this position. They are pushing you 
to the ground, and then grinding their heels 
into your head. 

Many are suffering today—not because 
Congress does not give them stuff, but be-
cause Congress erodes the foundation of 
their prosperity—access to energy. 

ROBERT. 

I am a manager of low-income senior hous-
ing in Boise. Many of our tenants are on a 
fixed income and no longer drive. I have been 
transporting a few of my residents to the 
food bank as a courtesy to those that cannot 
drive and who do not have family to help. I 
have had to discontinue this charitable ac-
tion because I can no longer afford to drive 
around unless it is absolutely necessary. 
This is truly unfortunate. One of the resi-
dents told me they cannot afford a taxi (es-
pecially now with the higher rates) so how 
are they supposed to get around? 

On a personal note, I used to enjoy rec-
reational activities throughout Idaho. I 
know I personally cut down on about half of 
these trips due to the gas prices. This must 
have a negative impact on tourism and small 
businesses. I would drive up to Cascade to 
the Flea Market or to Horseshoe Bend or 
Lucky Peak to go fishing. I haven’t been 
able to go camping or fishing yet this year. 
We need some relief from the gas prices be-
cause it is impacting everyday quality of 
life: the price of groceries, visiting friends 
and family, normal daily activities become a 
tough choice. 

Please help! 
AMBER, Boise. 

Normally I wait until election time to ex-
press my opinions through my right to vote. 
However, at this time, I feel so strongly 
about a plague facing our country that I can-
not bear to sit idly by until November, pray-
ing for a change to take place. This plague 
which I speak of is our current gas prices. I 
am certain you are hearing about this on a 

daily basis as a representative for the state 
of Idaho, but I want to be included amongst 
those who choose to elevate this issue. 

Gasoline prices have been a concern since 
they crept up to the $3/gallon mark for reg-
ular, so why is it that nothing is seemingly 
being done about this by our government as 
those prices further creep up above the $4/ 
gallon mark? There is plenty of talk, but no 
immediate action. According to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, the average wages 
earned in Boise for 2007 are $33,072, thanks to 
the high paying tech jobs that the majority 
of Boise residents do not possess. Sup-
posedly, the average cost of living here is 
only $29,864. So, that leaves the ‘‘average’’ 
Boisean with $267 a month to pay their bills 
outside what is considered ‘‘cost of living’’, 
and those are 2007 statistics. We haven’t seen 
a wage increase in our fair town to com-
pensate for the fact that we are paying dou-
ble for gasoline what we paid a year ago. Not 
only is gasoline cost eating up our income, 
but cost of groceries has gone up as a direct 
result of cost incurred while transporting 
food. Many of the people in this area you 
represent are suffering over something that 
the government you work for has indirect 
control over. I plead with you—this issue 
needs to get resolved prior to the elections in 
November. We as a country cannot wait five 
more months for economic relief and then 
endure the growing pains the first year with 
the President-elect brings. The rising cost of 
gasoline and lack of an increase in personal 
income needs to be addressed immediately. 
What are you doing to intervene on behalf of 
the Idahoans? I ask rhetorically, but sin-
cerely. The answer is not to be found in re-
quiring people to purchase more gas-friendly 
vehicles (they can no longer afford the 
monthly payment that a new car brings) nor 
is it to be found in another pittance of a 
stimulus package. The answer is for our gov-
ernment to be proactive in finding resources 
for our glorious country to use that come at 
a considerably lower cost. 

ERICA. 

In response to a detailed message as to the 
effect of gas prices in our family budget, I 
would like to forward this message; yes, it is 
another area where it is affecting everyone 
in just about everything we do. In some 
ways, it is a good thing to give us an aware-
ness of mistakes we have made in the past 
and bring about new solutions. One solution 
that I am aware of is the use of a product 
called Ferox, which was developed in 1986 
from work done on experimental burn rate 
modifiers for solid rocket propellant systems 
use in the aerospace industry. Ferox is a ca-
talysis which treats fuel (gas or diesel) so it 
will burn at a near 100%. The results is a av-
erage 20% increase in fuel efficiency, 95% re-
duction in emissions, 80% increase in oil life, 
and increase in horsepower as much as 15% & 
it works 100% of the time doubling engine 
life. Very affordable to the point of less than 
$20.00 it will treat up to 150 gallons of fuel 
giving upwards to a 600% return on the $20.00 
investment. We are trying to get the word 
out to as many as we can, because it is and 
will make a difference. For more on line in-
formation, go to www.FeroxFuelTabs.com/ 
FeroxUSA 

GORDON, Twin Falls. 

The environmental movement has just 
about brought this nation to a standstill and 
is basically punishing the lower wage earners 
just so they can try and change society into 
the model that they feel is relevant for the 
next century. I truly feel sorry for those peo-
ple; especially since they are the ones that 
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