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in the Mount Vernon Community 
School District. In particular, I would 
like to recognize the leadership of the 
board of education—president Tom 
Wieseler, vice president Bob Penn, 
John Cochrane, Deb Herrmann, Paul 
Morf, Ann Stoner and Jeff Walberg, 
and former members, Dean Borg, Todd 
Tripp, Janet Griffith and Rebecca 
Brandt. I would also like to recognize 
superintendent Jeff Schwiebert and 
business manager Matt Burke. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the Harkin school grant program in 
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that 
many thousands of school buildings 
and facilities across the United States 
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone, 
according to a recent study, some 79 
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is 
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50 
years. 

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming 
sports arenas on weekends, but during 
the week go to school in rundown or 
antiquated facilities. This sends ex-
actly the wrong message to our young 
people about our priorities. We have to 
do better. 

That is why I am deeply grateful to 
the professionals and parents in the 
Mount Vernon Community School Dis-
trict. There is no question that a qual-
ity public education for every child is a 
top priority in that community. I sa-
lute them, and wish them a very suc-
cessful new school year.∑ 

f 

WEST HARRISON COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa 
and across the United States, a new 
school year has begun. As you know, 
Iowa public schools have an excellent 
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation. 

I would like to take just a few min-
utes today to salute the dedicated 
teachers, administrators, and school 
board members in the West Harrison 
Community School District, and to re-
port on their participation in a unique 
Federal partnership to repair and mod-
ernize school facilities. 

This fall marks the 10th year of the 
Iowa Demonstration Construction 
Grant Program. That is its formal 
name, but it is better known among 
educators in Iowa as the program of 
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools. 
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the 
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive 
these grants for a range of renovation 
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire safety systems to building 
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal 

funding is used to leverage public and/ 
or private local funding, so it often has 
a tremendous multiplier effect in a 
local school district. 

The West Harrison Community 
School District received a 2002 Harkin 
grant totaling $125,000 which it used to 
help build two new preschool rooms. 
Since the addition of the preschool pro-
gram the students are more ready for 
Kindergarten and there has been an im-
provement in test scores from children 
who went through the preschool. This 
school is a modern, state-of-the-art fa-
cility that befits the educational ambi-
tions and excellence of this school dis-
trict. Indeed, it is the kind of school fa-
cility that every child in America de-
serves. 

Excellent schools do not just pop up 
like mushrooms after a rain. They are 
the product of vision, leadership, per-
sistence, and a tremendous amount of 
collaboration among local officials and 
concerned citizens. I salute the entire 
staff, administration, and governance 
in the West Harrison Community 
School District. In particular, I would 
like to recognize the leadership of the 
board of education, president Jason 
Sherer, Kandi Forbes, Tammy Neill, 
Zack Olinger and Jerri Lynn Sheppard, 
and former members, president Walter 
Utman, president Roger Jenson, Mike 
Carritt, Dale Davis and Sue Maule. I 
would also like to recognize super-
intendent Richard Gerking, principal 
Doug Barry, and principal Mike Bunde. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the Harkin school grant program in 
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that 
many thousands of school buildings 
and facilities across the United States 
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone, 
according to a recent study, some 79 
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is 
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50 
years. 

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming 
sports arenas on weekends, but during 
the week go to school in rundown or 
antiquated facilities. This sends ex-
actly the wrong message to our young 
people about our priorities. We have to 
do better. 

That is why I am deeply grateful to 
the professionals and parents in the 
West Harrison Community School Dis-
trict. There is no question that a qual-
ity public education for every child is a 
top priority in that community. I sa-
lute them, and wish them a very suc-
cessful new school year.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF GENERAL 
MOTORS 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I have the 
distinct honor of rising today to com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of a 
true Michigan success story, the found-

ing of General Motors Corporation. It 
was 100 years ago this month that a 
man named Billy Durant who, after 
years in the horse-drawn carriage busi-
ness, founded General Motors in Flint, 
MI. Durant had taken the helm at a 
small motor car company called Buick, 
and, in September 1908, incorporated it 
into General Motors. Under his stew-
ardship, Buick became the best-selling 
brand in the world, affording Durant 
the opportunity to buy a number of 
other small companies including Olds-
mobile, Cadillac, and the company that 
would eventually be known as Pontiac. 
Later he started Chevrolet and brought 
it into General Motors as well. 

Over the century that followed its in-
corporation, GM would become the 
largest company in the world, driven 
by the goal articulated by Alfred 
Sloan, president of GM in the 1920s and 
1930s, to build ‘‘a car for every purse 
and purpose.’’ In that pursuit, the com-
pany time and again originated innova-
tions that continue to benefit con-
sumers to this day, ranging from the 
closed-body car, 1910, to the electric 
starter, 1912, to mass-produced auto-
matic transmissions, 1940, to pollution 
controls, 1963, to airbags, 1973, to the 
catalytic converter, 1974. 

But the intertwined nature of the 
company with this nation’s economic 
growth extends far beyond innovative 
technological contributions and even 
beyond balance sheets and metrics for 
economic growth. 

You can ask just about anyone, 
‘‘What’s the heartbeat of America?’’ 
And years after that slogan last passed 
across our television screens, people 
still know the answer is Chevrolet. And 
of course many Americans heeded the 
good advice to ‘‘See the USA in your 
Chevrolet.’’ Cadillac has become a 
ubiquitous synonym for quality. The 
Pontiac GTO defined an era of muscle 
cars. The legendary ‘‘409’’ block engine 
became an American icon. 

During the Second World War, GM 
provided more than $12 billion of goods 
to support the Allied effort, more than 
any other company. The company also 
played critical roles in the navigation 
system that sent Americans to the 
moon for the first time, and designed 
and built the lunar rover, which was 
used by astronauts to travel around the 
Moon in subsequent trips. 

Today, GM employs more than 250,000 
people, and in 2007 sold nearly 9.37 mil-
lion cars and trucks. And its next cen-
tury is filled with promise. As the GM 
marketing team has noted, in 2008 we 
are in the middle of an American revo-
lution. 

The company that helped to make 
Michigan the arsenal of Democracy is 
working on fuel cells that can make 
help break our democracy’s dependence 
on foreign oil. The company that in-
vented the electric starter is going to 
be a leader in bringing a plug-in hy-
brid, the Volt, to consumers. The com-
pany that brought consumers the first 
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