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with his wife Martha and a guard of dragoons. 
General Washington stayed at the Rocking-
ham estate for the next three months, advising 
the Continental Congress on the creation of a 
peacetime military and pondering his military 
career. It is at Rockingham that General 
Washington completed writing his Farewell Or-
ders to the Armies of the United States dis-
missing the troops and announcing his retire-
ment. 

During the time that Congress met there 
Nassau Hall and the town of Princeton played 
host to three future Presidents of the United 
States, seven signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, nine signatories of the Articles 
of Confederation, and 11 signers of the Con-
stitution. It is where the seat of government 
was located when John Adams, John Jay, and 
Benjamin Franklin signed the Treaty of Paris 
on September 3, 1783, marking the end of the 
American Revolution and establishing the 
boundaries of the new Nation. Although 
Congress’s tenure at Princeton was brief, this 
community played a pivotal role in the forma-
tion of the United States of America. 

I would like to take a moment to recognize 
the unique role that New Jersey played in the 
American Revolution. In 2006, my colleagues 
in the New Jersey Delegation took action to 
help protect the battlefields and historic sites 
where this conflict took place. We passed leg-
islation that created the Crossroads of the 
American Revolution National Heritage Area 
linking together 14 counties in New Jersey 
where the War of Independence took place. 
New Jersey was truly the Crossroads of the 
American Revolution for a number of reasons, 
as thousands of troops marched through the 
State and fought on our soil. The State’s stra-
tegic location between the British stronghold of 
New York and the rebel capital in Philadelphia 
meant that New Jersey and New Jersey citi-
zens were at the crossroads of the founding of 
our new Nation. In fact, New Jersey had more 
military engagements during the Revolutionary 
War than any other State. Crossroads has 
proved to be an exceptional way to preserve 
New Jersey’s unique history for future genera-
tions. 

I am pleased that the House of Representa-
tives has passed H. Con. Res. 351 today 
commemorating the 225th Anniversary of the 
Continental Congress meeting in Nassau Hall 
in Princeton, New Jersey. 
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CONGRATULATING JOANY 
CABRERA 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to extend 
my most heartfelt congratulations to Joany 
Cabrera for winning the 2008 Congressional 
Arts Competition. 

In the fourth largest school system in Amer-
ica, Joany has created a breathtaking piece of 
art that allows him to stand apart from his 
peers at Miami Jackson Senior High School. 

It is a testament to the greatness of our Na-
tion that a young man from a disadvantaged 

Latino family could have the fruit of his labor 
hanging in the halls of the United States Cap-
itol to represent his community. 

This beautiful painting which will represent 
south Florida for the next year will serve to re-
mind us all that we should never be hindered 
by circumstance and that we should never ac-
cept anything less than the very best from our-
selves. 

I pray that Joany’s devotion to art never 
waivers so that he may continue to inspire us 
with his work and bless us with his friendship. 
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HONORING NORTHWEST CHURCH 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Northwest Church upon 
celebrating their 50th anniversary. The church 
will be celebrating the anniversary throughout 
2008 with golf tournaments, luncheons, all- 
church Bunko nights, reunions and a dedica-
tion and renaming of the church’s chapel on 
September 28, 2008 at the church in Fresno, 
California. 

In 1958 a group attending First Baptist 
Church in Kingsburg began discussing the 
possibility of establishing a Baptist General 
Conference church in Fresno, California. The 
core group of planners consisted of three fam-
ilies; the Swansons, the Bertzs and the 
Satterbergs. The group determined that Curt 
Martin, a recent graduate of Bethel Seminary, 
was to be the first pastor of, what was then, 
Northwest Baptist Church. Pastor Curt and his 
wife, Carol Martin, moved to Fresno in August 
and the first public service was held on Sep-
tember 21, 1958 in their home. The church 
was officially formed on November 13, 1958 
with twenty-four members. That number quick-
ly grew to sixty. With the rise in numbers, the 
visionaries decided to purchase a five-acre 
piece of property, complete with a farmhouse. 

Almost one year after holding the first public 
service, they broke ground for the new church 
on September 20, 1959. The building was 
completed in 1960, with seating for one hun-
dred. The members quickly realized that they 
were going to need more space for an edu-
cational unit. A building was completed for that 
purpose in the early 1960’s. In 1961, Pastor 
Martin resigned to pursue his education goals. 
Reverend Eric Moody and Reverend Rollo 
Entz both served as senior pastor during the 
mid-1960s. 

In 1968 a young Youth for Christ director, 
Bufe Karraker, was brought on to serve as in-
terim Pastor of Northwest Church. At that 
time, the average attendance at the Sunday 
morning services was about seventy-five to 
eighty people. However, with Pastor Bufe’s 
gusto and passion during the services, the 
people began pouring in. Pastor Bufe was 
asked to stay on as senior pastor. Within six 
years the refurbished chapel was full; over 
750 people would filter in and out for the three 
Sunday morning services. There was excite-
ment surrounding the church and growth was 
inevitable. Over the next three decades the 
congregation built seven additions, including 

an 850-seat sanctuary and office building. 
Pastor Bufe was instrumental in this growth, 
and after thirty-three years at Northwest 
Church he passed away at the age of sev-
enty-four. Northwest Church has since been 
lead by Dr. Jim Westgate (interim senior pas-
tor), Pastor Scott Gossenberger, Pastor H. 
Spees and Pastor Mark Platt. 

Over the years, Northwest Church has been 
instrumental in developing new congregations 
in the Fresno area including New Covenant 
Community Church, Central Community 
Church and New Harvest Church. The church 
currently supports twenty-three local and na-
tional missionaries, and offers various mission 
trip opportunities to members of the church. 
They hold three services on Sunday for about 
1,200 worshipers, a Thursday night service, 
and the doors are open to the community for 
various gatherings, such as Sunday school 
classes, Weight Watchers group meetings, Al-
coholics Anonymous and Alanon. The focus 
on religion, family and community is the foun-
dation that has led Northwest Church to be so 
successful. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Northwest Church upon their 
50 anniversary. I invite my colleagues to join 
me in wishing Northwest Church many years 
of continued success. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LAKE PARSIPPANY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 75th Anniversary of the 
Lake Parsippany Property Owners Association 
of Parsippany, NJ. 

Lake Parsippany sits in the center of the 
Township of Parsippany Troy-Hills, Morris 
County, NJ. The lake and grounds cover 168 
acres and offer well kept swimming beaches 
as well as many different recreational areas to 
enjoy the summer. Boating, fishing, volleyball, 
and horseshoes, are just a few of the many 
sporting activities enjoyed at Lake Parsippany. 

Lake Parsippany began in the early 1930’s 
when the New York Daily Mirror, part of the 
Mirror Holding Corporation, purchased a large 
expanse of pasture and farmland in The 
Township of Parsippany. They dug out 159 
acres and constructed a dam that formed 
Lake Parsippany, which became the head-
waters for Eastman’s Brook. 

The Mirror Holding Corporation made the 
7,916 lots surrounding the lake available to 
anyone agreeing to subscribe to the Daily Mir-
ror for at least six months. Lots measured 20 
by 100 feet and were offered for $98.50 each. 
A minimum of two lots had to be purchased to 
build a cabin. 

On October 29, 1933 the Mirror Holding 
Corporation held a meeting at Lake Parsip-
pany. The meeting was attended by approxi-
mately 1,500 people. The meeting formed an 
incorporated organization of lot owners. The 
Mirror Holding Corporation then turned over 
the property to the new organization, The 
Lake Parsippany Property Owners Associa-
tion. 
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