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under this section in the Miscellaneous Re-
ceipts Account of the Capitol Visitor Center 
Revolving Fund established under section 
301. 

(e) AUTHORIZED USE AND AVAILABILITY.— 
Amounts deposited in the Miscellaneous Re-
ceipts Account of the Capitol Visitor Center 
Revolving Fund under this section shall be 
available as provided under section 303(b). 
SEC. 505. FLEXIBLE WORK SCHEDULE PILOT PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1302 of the Legis-

lative Branch Appropriations Act, 2008 (2 
U.S.C. 1831 note; 121 Stat. 2242) is amended in 
the third sentence by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2008’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2010’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made under subsection (a) shall take effect 
as though enacted as part of the Legislative 
Branch Appropriations Act, 2008 (Public Law 
110–161; 121 Stat. 2218 et seq.). 

TITLE VI—AUTHORIZATION OF 
APPROPRIATIONS 

SEC. 601. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
There are authorized to be appropriated 

such sums as are necessary to carry out this 
Act. 

SA 5675. Ms. LANDRIEU (for Mr. 
NELSON of Florida (for himself and Mr. 
INHOFE)) proposed an amendment to 
the resolution S. Res. 660, condemning 
ongoing sales of arms to belligerents in 
Sudan, including the Government of 
Sudan, and calling for both a cessation 
of such sales and an expansion of the 
United Nations embargo on arms sales 
to Sudan; as follows: 

Strike paragraphs (3) through (5) of the re-
solving clause and insert the following: 

(3) in light of the well-documented exist-
ence of arms in Darfur that were transferred 
from China and Russia and the insistence of 
the Government of Sudan that it will not 
abide by the embargo, all United Nations 
member states should immediately cease all 
arms sales to the Government of Sudan; and 

(4) the United States Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United Nations should use 
the voice and vote of the United States in 
the United Nations Security Council to seek 
an appropriate expansion of the arms embar-
go imposed by Security Council Resolutions 
1556 and 1591. 

SA 5676. Mr. COBURN (for himself 
and Mr. DEMINT) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 2638, making appropria-
tions for the Department of Homeland 
Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

Strike section 8006. 
At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing: 
SEC. ll. Notwithstanding any other pro-

vision of this Act, none of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this 
Act may be available for any Congression-
ally directed spending item including 
projects listed in the tables titled ‘‘Expla-
nation of Project Level Adjustments’’ in the 
explanatory statement described in section 
4: Provided, That the amount made available 
for all corresponding programs, projects, and 
activities in such tables is rescinded, and the 
corresponding amounts be returned to the 
Treasury for debt reduction. 

SA 5677. Mr. REID proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 2095, to 

amend title 49, United States Code, to 
prevent railroad fatalities, and haz-
ardous materials releases, to authorize 
the Federal Railroad Safety Adminis-
tration, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

At the end, insert the following: 
The provisions of this Act shall become ef-

fective in 2 days after enactment. 

SA 5678. Mr. REID submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 5677 proposed by Mr. 
REID to the bill H.R. 2095, to amend 
title 49, United States Code, to prevent 
railroad fatalities, injuries, and haz-
ardous materials releases, to authorize 
the Federal Railroad Safety Adminis-
tration, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

In the amendment, strike ‘‘2’’ and insert 
‘‘1.’’ 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT TO 
PROCEEDING 

Mr. FEINGOLD, pursuant to the pro-
visions of section 512 of Public Law 110– 
181, submitted his notice of intent to 
object to proceed to consider the reso-
lution (S. Res. 626) expressing the sense 
of the Senate that the Supreme Court 
of the United States erroneously de-
cided Kennedy v. Louisiana, No. 07–343 
(2008), and that the eighth amendment 
to the Constitution of the United 
States allows the imposition of the 
death penalty for the rape of a child, 
dated July 25, 2008, for the following 
reasons: 

It would be inappropriate for the U.S. 
Senate to express a view on this case at 
this time and in this manner, as the 
United States Supreme Court has 
asked the parties in this case and the 
Solicitor General of the United States 
to submit supplemental briefs in re-
sponse to a Petition for Rehearing. The 
Senate should not intervene in this on-
going legal proceeding. Senators are 
free to express their opinions on how 
the Supreme Court should rule on the 
Petition through amicus briefs if they 
wish. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Pete Evans, a 
fellow in the office of Senator DOMEN-
ICI, and Peggy Mallow, a member of his 
staff, be granted floor privileges for the 
remainder of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VETERANS’ BENEFITS 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2008 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask 
the Chair to lay before the Senate a 
message from the House of Representa-
tives with respect to S. 3023. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

S. 3023 
Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 

3023) entitled ‘‘An Act to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to improve and enhance 
compensation and pension, housing, labor 
and education, and insurance benefits for 
veterans, and for other purposes’’, do pass 
with an amendment. 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
concur in the amendment of the House 
to the Senate bill and the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table; fur-
ther, that any statements be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I am 
pleased that the Senate is acting on S. 
3023, as amended, the proposed Vet-
erans’ Benefits Improvement Act of 
2008, as passed by the House of Rep-
resentatives earlier this week. The bill, 
as it comes before the Senate, is a com-
promise agreement developed with our 
counterparts on the House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. I thank Chairman 
FILNER and Ranking Member BUYER of 
the House committee for their coopera-
tion on this legislation. I also thank 
my good friend, the committee’s rank-
ing member, Senator BURR, for his co-
operation as we have developed this 
bill. 

This omnibus veterans’ benefits bill 
will provide much needed support to 
our Nation’s veterans. It contains pro-
visions that are designed to enhance 
compensation, claims processing, hous-
ing, labor and education and insurance 
benefits for veterans. A full expla-
nation of the Senate and House nego-
tiated agreement can be found in the 
Joint Explanatory Statement, which I 
will ask appear in the RECORD at the 
conclusion of my remarks. 

I will highlight a few of the provi-
sions that I have sponsored in the leg-
islation that is before us today. 

This legislation would result in im-
proved notices being sent to veterans 
concerning their claims for VA bene-
fits. Following a number of decisions 
by the U.S. Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims and the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Federal Circuit, VA’s no-
tification letters to veterans about the 
status of their claims have become in-
creasingly long, complex, and difficult 
to understand. These notification let-
ters must be simplified, as veterans, 
VA, veterans’ advocates, and outside 
review bodies have all recommended. 
The notices should focus on the specific 
type of claim presented. They should 
use plain and ordinary language rather 
than bureaucratic jargon. Veterans 
should not be subjected to confusing 
information as they seek benefits. 

To further improve the VA com-
pensation system, this legislation 
would end the prohibition on judicial 
review in the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit of matters con-
cerning the VA rating schedule. VA 
issues regulations which are used to as-
sign ratings to veterans for particular 
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