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emphasizing educational efforts directed at 
elementary and secondary school students 
concerning the contributions and sacrifices 
of veterans; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe National Veterans Aware-
ness Week with appropriate educational ac-
tivities. 

f 

NATIONAL HOMELESS YOUTH 
AWARENESS MONTH 

The resolution (S. Res. 693) recog-
nizing the month of November 2008 as 
‘‘National Homeless Youth Awareness 
Month’’ was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 693 

Whereas between 1,600,000 and 2,800,000 
children and teens are homeless in the 
United States each year, with many staying 
on the streets or in emergency shelters; 

Whereas families with children are the 
fastest growing segment of the homeless pop-
ulation and now make up approximately 1⁄3 
of that population; 

Whereas many homeless youth experience 
isolation and trauma while residing on the 
streets or in precarious housing situations 
and may eventually develop depression, anx-
iety, and post-traumatic stress disorder; 

Whereas homeless youth are typically too 
poor to secure basic needs and are unable to 
access adequate medical or mental health 
care; 

Whereas many youth become homeless due 
to a lack of financial and housing resources 
as they exit juvenile corrections and foster 
care; 

Whereas 12 to 36 percent of foster youth ex-
perience homelessness at least once after 
exiting foster care; 

Whereas homeless youth are most often ex-
pelled from their homes by their guardians 
after physical, sexual, or emotional abuse or 
separated from their parents through death 
or divorce without adequate resources; and 

Whereas awareness of the tragedy of youth 
homelessness and its causes must be height-
ened so that greater support for effective 
programs involving businesses, families, law 
enforcement agencies, schools, and commu-
nity and faith-based organizations, aimed at 
helping youth remain off the streets becomes 
a national priority: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the values and efforts of busi-

nesses, organizations, and volunteers dedi-
cated to meeting the needs of homeless chil-
dren and teens; 

(2) applauds the initiatives of businesses, 
organizations, and volunteers that employ 
time and resources to build awareness of the 
homeless youth problem, its causes, and po-
tential solutions, and work to prevent home-
lessness among children and teens; and 

(3) should recognize the month of Novem-
ber 2008 as ‘‘National Homeless Youth 
Awareness Month’’ and encourages these 
businesses, organizations, and volunteers to 
continue to intensify their efforts during the 
month of November. 

f 

NATIONAL CHARACTER COUNTS 
WEEK 

The resolution (S. Res. 694) desig-
nating the week beginning October 19, 
2008, as ‘‘National Character Counts 
Week’’ was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 694 

Whereas the well-being of the United 
States requires that the young people of the 
United States become an involved, caring 
citizenry with good character; 

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent as violence by 
and against youth increasingly threatens the 
physical and psychological well-being of the 
people of the United States; 

Whereas more than ever, children need 
strong and constructive guidance from their 
families and their communities, including 
schools, youth organizations, religious insti-
tutions, and civic groups; 

Whereas the character of a nation is only 
as strong as the character of its individual 
citizens; 

Whereas the public good is advanced when 
young people are taught the importance of 
good character and the positive effects that 
good character can have in personal relation-
ships, in school, and in the workplace; 

Whereas scholars and educators agree that 
people do not automatically develop good 
character and that, therefore, conscientious 
efforts must be made by institutions and in-
dividuals that influence youth to help young 
people develop the essential traits and char-
acteristics that comprise good character; 

Whereas, although character development 
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities, 
schools, and youth, civic, and human service 
organizations also play an important role in 
fostering and promoting good character; 

Whereas Congress encourages students, 
teachers, parents, youth, and community 
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young people to 
play a role in determining the future of the 
United States; 

Whereas effective character education is 
based on core ethical values, which form the 
foundation of democratic society; 

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, 
caring, citizenship, and honesty; 

Whereas elements of character transcend 
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences; 

Whereas the character and conduct of our 
youth reflect the character and conduct of 
society, and, therefore, every adult has the 
responsibility to teach and model ethical 
values and every social institution has the 
responsibility to promote the development of 
good character; 

Whereas Congress encourages individuals 
and organizations, especially those who have 
an interest in the education and training of 
the young people of the United States, to 
adopt the elements of character as intrinsic 
to the well-being of individuals, commu-
nities, and society; 

Whereas many schools in the United States 
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to 
integrate the values of their communities 
into their teaching activities; and 

Whereas the establishment of National 
Character Counts Week, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups, 
and other organizations focus on character 
education, is of great benefit to the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week beginning October 

19, 2008, as ‘‘National Character Counts 
Week’’; and 

(2) calls upon the people of the United 
States and interested groups— 

(A) to embrace the elements of character 
identified by local schools and communities, 
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and 

(B) to observe the week with appropriate 
ceremonies, programs, and activities. 

NATIONAL VETERANS AWARENESS WEEK 
∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise in 
support of a resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the week in-
cluding Veterans Day—November 9–15, 
2008—be designated as ‘‘National Vet-
erans Awareness Week.’’ This marks 
the ninth year I have introduced such 
as resolution, which has been adopted 
unanimously by the Senate on all pre-
vious occasions, and has been recog-
nized by the President as an important 
objective. With our military men and 
women continuing to be on the front 
lines in Iraq and Afghanistan, it is no 
doubt appropriate that we recognize 
and honor the service and sacrifice of 
those who are currently serving to pro-
tect our freedom, as well as those who 
have served in the past. 

The idea behind National Veterans 
Awareness Week actually came from a 
Delaware student, Samuel I. 
Cashdollar. In 2000, as a 13-year-old sev-
enth grader at Lewes Middle School, 
Samuel won the Delaware VFW’s 
Youth Essay Contest with a powerful 
presentation titled ‘‘How Should We 
honor America’s Veterans?’’ Samuel’s 
essay pointed out that we have Nurses’ 
Week, Secretaries’ Week, and Teach-
ers’ Week to rightly emphasize the im-
portance of these occupations, but no 
comparable week to encourage, and 
honor, service in the military. That is 
why, every year since 2000, I have in-
troduced a resolution designating Na-
tional Veterans Awareness Week to 
focus on educating our youth on the 
contributions, heroism, and service of 
our veterans. 

The reality is, during both World 
Wars and the Korean and Vietnam con-
flicts, families were more likely to 
have a relative serving in the military. 
That is not the case today; tremendous 
advances in military technology, an 
all-volunteer force, and increases in 
productivity have greatly reduced the 
number of families with relatives who 
are active servicemembers or recent 
veteran. Coupled with the fact that the 
number of veterans who served in 
major conflicts like World War II is de-
clining, it is more important than ever 
that we take the time to make sure 
students comprehend and appreciate 
the service and sacrifice of our vet-
erans. National Veterans Awareness 
Week provides us with an opportunity 
to do just that. Additionally, with sol-
diers returning from the front lines 
with service-connected injuries, Na-
tional Veterans Awareness Week re-
minds us how important it is that we 
keep our promise to veterans by pro-
viding them with the proper support 
and services they need once they re-
turn home. This promise is the most 
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