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Hosted by the National Kidney Foundation, 

the Transplant Games are an Olympic-style 
event for athletes who have received life-
saving organ transplants. It provides the ath-
letes an opportunity to celebrate that they sur-
vived and flourished. The Games have twelve 
different events and the athletes have the op-
portunity to win either a gold, silver, and 
bronze medal. 

Dave Gutz’s courage and perseverance is 
an inspiration to all of us. I am honored to rep-
resent Dave Gutz in the United States Con-
gress and I know that my colleagues join me 
in congratulating him and wish him success in 
the future. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL TRIBUTE 
HONORING RAYMOND RIVERA, JR. 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mr. Ray-
mond Rivera, Jr., who was recently awarded 
the ‘‘Regional Hero’’ award by the National 
Association of Letter Carriers. 

Mr. Rivera, a member of the NALC’s San 
Antonio Branch 421, was honored this past 
week by the NALC for rescuing two little girls 
who were being attacked by a pair of pit bulls 
in San Antonio. Heroically, he grabbed one of 
the pit bulls by the face as it was biting a 
child. With the help of another Good Samari-
tan, the two saved the children and restrained 
the animals for 45 minutes until authorities ar-
rived. One child received more than 100 
stitches after the accident, but without Mr. Ri-
vera, the incident could have very well been 
catastrophic. 

San Antonio is grateful for everyday heroes 
such as Mr. Rivera who are setting great ex-
amples for the rest of our community. I’m 
pleased to recognize his actions and bravery 
of that day, and I’m honored to call him a con-
stituent. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF GLOBAL STAFFING, 
INC., AND WESTMORELAND, INC. 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Westmoreland/GTG JV, a 
venture of Global Staffing, Inc., and West-
moreland, Inc., on its recognition as a ‘‘Top 
100 Veteran Owned Business in America’’ and 
a ‘‘Top 100 Disabled Owned Business in 
America’’ by Diversity Business Magazine. 
From what I have heard of Westmoreland/ 
GTGS JV, a service-disabled, veteran-owned 
small business, this recognition is well de-
served. 

I’m told that for the 17 years that Global 
Staffing has operated in my district, it has pro-
vided quality service to commercial enterprises 
and government agencies. Global Staffing has 

provided gainful employment to thousands of 
my constituents and other citizens nationwide. 
I understand that Global Staffing has dem-
onstrated good corporate citizenship, sup-
porting the local community through scholar-
ships for at-risk children, food drives for the 
homeless, and grants to domestic abuse sup-
port agencies. 

Westmoreland, Inc. was founded by Dennis 
Westmoreland a service-disabled veteran of 
two tours in Vietnam, who has for many years 
given his time and energy to working with and 
supporting other veterans at VA hospitals in 
Colorado. 

I congratulate the management and staff of 
Global Staffing and Westmoreland for this 
award and wish them continued success in 
the future. 

f 

WHEN, IN HEARTS AS FOUND 

HON. ZACH WAMP 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, this poem was 
written to honor a great American patriot, Sue 
Downes of Claiborne County, Tennessee. 

WHEN, IN HEARTS AS FOUND 

When, In Hearts As Found! Such things as so 
astounds . . . When all else fails, as 
when courage comes to crest . . . when 
heard in ones heart such sounds! Beat-
ing . . . beating all in ones chest so 
now . . . Are but all those heroes, 
magnificent’s who so wear that crown 
. . . 

That crown worn of Hero so now . . . Who 
must so rebuild their lives, someway 
. . . somehow . . . Whose greats hearts 
do so astound, as does so one so Susan 
Downes! 

While, marching off to war . . . Leaving be-
hind, all that she so loved and adored 
. . . But for her family and sweet coun-
try tis of thee, as was her burden bore 
. . . who could but ask for more? 

With her two strong legs so lost . . . Is that 
not what heaven is for? Paying such a 
great price, such a cost . . . this her al-
batross . . . As she came home, and her 
courageously fine heart would not so 
be lost! 

For in this war . . . Unlike, none before . . . 
women have all given so much more! 
All at the ready . . . all out in front 
ever steady while on the hunt, for our 
freedom to so insure . . . 

But, in life . . . There are new battles, and 
new wars . . . Only won by heart’s of 
gold so fine and pure, that which so 
touch us all with their sacrifice all the 
more . . . Building day by day, passing 
heartache’s way . . . lifting up her 
head . . . This Magnificent Force . . . 

In Susan Downes . . . In what was lost, we so 
see in life . . . against all odds, what so 
can be found! When Courage Crests, as 
her faith does us so bless . . . when but 
the best of all heart’s so astounds . . . 

Could we, would we? Ever find the such 
strength to go off to war, then come 
back home and fight one more? To re-
build where none lies left, without 
arms or legs . . . not to cry or beg, to 
so touch our Lord! 

Some people, are put upon this earth . . . So 
sent down from our Lord above, to but 
teach us all above faith’s true fine 
worth! To Teach Us To Reach Us, To 
So Touch All Our Hearts . . . inside all 
of our souls here first! 

Against all odds! When, all the chips are 
down . . . only where heart’s of faith so 
found . . . In such courage now, do our 
hearts astound . . . all in Heroes like 
Sue Downes! In Hearts As Found! 

Susan Downes was a gunner in Afghani-
stan. She is an F4 in The United States Army. 
She lost both her feet and part of her legs in 
an IED explosion. She is from Tazewell, Ten-
nessee, is married to her husband Gabriel, 
and they have two wonderful children named 
Austin and Alexis. 
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TRIBUTE TO LTG JOHN R. WOOD 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it has 
come to my attention that LTG John R. Wood 
is retiring from the U.S. Army. 

Lieutenant General Wood graduated from 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 
1972. He has served in many posts, including 
as the platoon leader to the commanding gen-
eral of the 2nd Infantry Division of the 8th U.S. 
Army—Republic of South Korea, as a National 
Security Fellow to the White House, and as a 
commander at the U.S. Joint Forces Com-
mand’s Joint Experimentation Directorate. 

Lieutenant General Wood has overseen the 
Joint Forces Command’s missions on training, 
experimentation and integration for the U.S. 
military. Lieutenant General Wood is a highly 
decorated commander, earning the Bronze 
Star, Legion of Merit, the Meritorious Service 
Medal, and many others. The General also 
holds advanced degrees from the University of 
Chicago and the U.S. Army Command and 
General Staff College. 

Madam Speaker, LTG John R. Wood is a 
valuable member of his community, but more-
over, an honorable soldier. His dedication to 
the Armed Forces should certainly be noted. I 
know the Members of the House will join me 
in thanking Lieutenant General Wood for his 
service in the U.S. military, and in wishing him 
and his family nothing but the best in the 
many years to come. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 7063, THE 
U.S. AND THE WORLD EDU-
CATION ACT 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 7063, the U.S. and 
the World Education Act, which I introduced in 
the House this week. 
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This bill addresses the need to improve stu-

dent awareness of and achievement in inter-
national education so they will be able to com-
pete in an information age world that is con-
stantly shrinking due to rapid technological ad-
vances. 

This bill will create a grant program to fund 
international education professional develop-
ment for elementary and secondary teachers, 
and related supplemental extracurricular activi-
ties for students. These activities could include 
Model U.N., geography bees, and foreign lan-
guage clubs, among many others. 

In addition, H.R. 7063 would establish an 
international education research repository 
containing scientifically valid education re-
search, and promising and exemplary prac-
tices related to international education and for-
eign language education. This repository 
would be available to state and local edu-
cational agencies in order to continually im-
prove their international education curriculum 
and teaching methods. 

This bill supports improvements in the way 
international education is taught in the class-
room, and encourages students and teachers 
to engage in life-long learning on the various 
topics involved in international education, such 
as foreign languages, geography, world his-
tory, international economics and international 
culture. 

These days with just a simple computer 
mouse click, we can create personal or pro-
fessional relationships with anyone around the 
world. In the workplace, American-based mul-
tinational corporations and small businesses 
are increasingly in need of employees with 
knowledge of foreign languages and cultures. 

Future generations need to be equipped 
with a skill-set that will help them be success-
ful and meet the demands of a global work-
force. H.R. 7063, the U.S. and the World Edu-
cation Act will help prepare our students and 
our country for the global economy of the fu-
ture. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN R. BLACKBURN, 
JR. 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of John R. Blackburn, Jr., 
Chairman of the UPMC Bedford Memorial 
Board of Directors. Mr. Blackburn will be retir-
ing after 53 years of service to the UPMC 
Bedford Memorial Hospital. During his tenure 
John, or Jack, as he prefers to be known, has 
served in multiple leadership roles and has 
been active in a variety of committees includ-
ing the Finance Committee and the Scholar-
ship Committee. Jack helped form the Memo-
rial Hospital of Bedford County Foundation, 
worked on the Spring House Estates project, 
and was a key player during the transition of 
the hospital to the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center. 

Mr. Blackburn was born on December 19, 
1922 and has been a life-long resident of Bed-
ford County. After graduating from Bedford 
High School he enrolled and graduated from 

the prestigious Dartmouth College in New 
Hampshire. Jack served in the Army Air Corps 
for 3 years and was 1st Lieutenant in the Pa-
cific Theatre during World War II. He was also 
one of the select few who flew the B–32 
bomber in the Philippines during that conflict. 
After his military service Mr. Blackburn re-
turned home and became a partner of 
Blackburn Russell, a grocery distributor in 
Bedford. 

When Jack became a member of the Bed-
ford Memorial Hospital Board of Directors in 
1955 he was following a path paved by his fa-
ther, John Blackburn, Sr., who has been one 
of the original Board members. Jack’s service 
to the hospital was anything but in his father’s 
shadow. He served on 12 different hospital 
committees administering everything from the 
Buildings and Grounds Committee to the Con-
gestive Heart Failure Committee. He was 
elected Secretary of the Board in 1964 and 
served in that role until he was elected Vice- 
President in 1976. Ten years later Jack found 
himself elevated to the position of President of 
the Board of Directors. His position was re-
titled in 1994 making him Chairman of the 
Board. After 22 years of leading the Board, 
and 53 years of service overall, Jack made 
the decision to step down and enjoy retire-
ment. 

Mr. Blackburn and his late wife, Elizabeth 
dedicated their lives to improving their commu-
nity. Jack has been an active member and 
leader in the Bedford community for many 
years and is well respected. A life of servitude 
to one’s community is something to be proud 
of. It is also not one that is easy to step away 
from, because in a man like Jack Blackburn, 
the desire to help others and the community is 
something that never truly disappears. I would 
like to wish Mr. Blackburn all the best in his 
future endeavors. It is my pleasure to honor 
Mr. Blackburn today for his many years of 
service to the Bedford Community, and I hold 
him up as a model example of good citizen-
ship. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOB AHRENS 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the retirement of a local Ogden, Iowa 
mechanic, Bob Ahrens and to express my ap-
preciation for his dedication and commitment 
to his community. 

For 41 years, Bob has been fixing cars for 
his friends, neighbors and strangers in the 
Ogden area. He is known for doing quality car 
repairs without costing a fortune to his cus-
tomers. He also has performed many jobs on 
cars where he did not bother to collect the 
money owed to him. His long-time business 
has been a staple holding the community’s 
transportation needs together, and his serv-
ices will be greatly missed. 

Bob Ahrens selfless, hardworking Iowa 
mentality has set a lasting standard for the 
people of the Ogden community. I know that 
my colleagues in the United States Congress 
join me in commending Bob Ahrens for his 

service. I consider it an honor to represent 
Bob in Congress, and I wish him a long, 
happy and healthy retirement. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF PETTY OFFICER 
JOSHUA T. HARRIS 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to the life and mem-
ory of former Petty Officer First Class Joshua 
T. Harris, who was killed during combat oper-
ations in Afghanistan last week. Joshua was a 
native of Lexington, North Carolina, and was 
deployed to Afghanistan from an assignment 
at the Naval Special Warfare Development 
Group in Dam Neck, Virginia. 

Joshua graduated from Lexington Senior 
High School where he distinguished himself as 
an outstanding linebacker earning both all- 
county and all-conference honors. He enrolled 
in Davison College in Davison, North Carolina, 
where he studied studio art before pursuing 
graduate studies in architecture at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina. 

After enlisting in the Navy on August 23, 
2000, Joshua attended Navy SEAL training in 
California. 

Joshua Harris is survived by his mother 
Evelyn, his father Sam, his twin sister Mary- 
Maria Kirstin and his older brother, Sam 
Ranchor. He will always be remembered by 
his family and friends as a competitive athlete 
with a passion or art and design. 

I would like to share with my colleges a 
poem penned by Albert Carey Caswell in 
memory of Petty Officer First Class Joshua 
Harris, recognizing his heroism and sacrifice 
to America. The poem titled ‘‘Thou Art’’ reads 
as follows: 

THOU ART 

A thing of Beauty . . . 
A sheer work of art . . . 
Can only come but from deep inside one’s 

heart . . . 
From only deep down inside one’s soul . . . 
All in the brush strokes of a lifetime so . . . 
All on the canvass of a life behold . . . 
To all hearts and minds, and souls . . . 
A thing of faith and courage, so! 
A thing of beauty . . . 
A work of art . . . 
To warm all hearts as we grow old . . . 
As was your fine life Josh, so . . . 
All in courage’s quote . . . 
All in the seeds of freedom you so sowed . . . 
As left behind, to all hearts which spoke . . . 
All upon your fine canvass of life as lies such 

hope . . . 
Which but means the very most . . . 
That so touches all of our hearts and souls 

. . . 
Is but your fine portrait of life, that which 

you so wrote! 
Painted, all there by your oh so magnificent 

heart of gold . . . 
All in this your Honor’s Code . . . 
Is but left a fine reflection of your very soul! 
Bringing Light! 
Bringing Hope! 
As in the darkest days of war you fought . . . 
Such a thing of beauty Joshua, as you Thou 

Art! 
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