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not be on the state legislature; cochairman of 
the Tennessee-Virginia AmTrak initiative; ex-
ecutive committee member of Southeast Ten-
nessee Development District; on the Cleve-
land Utility Board and Cleveland/Bradley 
Chamber of Commerce Economic Develop-
ment Council; member of the Tennessee State 
Rail Advisory Commission; nd past Chairman 
of the Tennessee Vocational Rehabilitation 
Board. 

Tom is a veteran of the United States Air 
Force, having retired recently as a Colonel 
from the Tennessee State Guard. He is the 
founder of Cleveland 100, an organization that 
assists surviving family members of officers, 
firemen and emergency personnel killed in the 
line of duty. He spearheaded a project to build 
Tennessee’s first memorial to fallen police, fire 
and rescue personnel. The Emergency Serv-
ices Memorial was dedicated in May of 2000. 
Tom is the only Mayor in Tennessee serving 
on the Homeland Security Council. 

And if that isn’t enough, Tom and his won-
derful wife, Sandra, founded the Empty Stock-
ing Fund, an annual drive that provides Christ-
mas gifts each year to foster children in this 
community. In 2006 they consolidated the fund 
in cooperation with the Creating Christmas 
Memories Foundation. 

Madam Speaker, Tom actually lived in many 
cities before settling in Cleveland in 1964. He 
was born in Florida, but his father worked for 
a hotel chain. The chain would buy new prop-
erties and it was his dad’s job to move to 
those places and get the business up and 
going. The family moved about every 2 years. 
Tom came to Cleveland to work for WCLE 
radio station, of which he eventually became 
co-owner. In 1991, when a long-time member 
of the city commission retired, Tom was 
tapped to fIll out the unexpired term of 6 
months. When the sitting mayor decided not to 
run for reelection, he encouraged Tom to seek 
the promotion. Madam Speaker, the rest, as 
they say, is history. 

The City of Cleveland is very fortunate to 
have a man of this caliber at its helm. So 
today, I congratulate my friend, Mayor Tom 
Rowland, for this historic accomplishment. 
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THE FEDERAL AGENCY PROGRAM 
REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE ACT 

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
announce that yesterday I introduced H.R. 
7071, the Federal Agency Program Realign-
ment and Closure Act of 2008, legislation that 
will change the way Washington does busi-
ness once and for all. 

It is clear that the Federal Government is 
bogged down with rampant spending, contin-
ually growing entitlement programs, an ever 
increasing annual budget and a Federal deficit 
that economists predict will hit $500 billion by 
2010. When the U.S. Military needed reform 
and more efficient spending, Congress and 
the Department of Defense employed the 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission, 
BRAC, to evaluate military needs and spend-

ing saving taxpayers untold billions of dollars. 
If it is good enough to reform our Nation’s mili-
tary, it is good enough to be applied to the en-
tire Federal Government. 

I introduced this bill to apply the proven 
BRAC model to all Federal agencies and pro-
grams. This commission will consist of 17 bi-
partisan members, including both public and 
private sector officials, providing an objective, 
non-partisan, and independent review and 
analysis of all Federal agencies and programs. 
The commission will target agencies and pro-
grams that perform a duplicative function, 
would perform better at the State level or in 
the private sector and create a list of rec-
ommended realignments and closures. Con-
gress will then have an up or down vote on 
the commission’s recommendations. All saved 
funds will be used solely for deficit reduction 
meaning it cannot be used to fund new gov-
ernment programs. 

Spending in Washington, DC, is completely 
out of control. I believe that if we are going to 
keep putting new spending and programs on 
the table, then we absolutely must have a 
mechanism to take old things off of the table. 
The American people understand that if you 
spend too much of your budget this month you 
cut back the next month and they expect their 
government to work the same way. My legisla-
tion will help drain the swamp in Washington 
and put the Federal Government back to work 
for the people. 
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TRIBUTE TO W. STUART 
SYMINGTON III 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor the memory of 
W. Stuart Symington III, the Nation’s first Sec-
retary of the Air Force. 

W. Stuart Symington was born in 1901 in 
Massachusetts. After graduating from Balti-
more City College in 1918, Symington enlisted 
in the Army as a private and at age 17 be-
came one of the Army’s youngest second lieu-
tenants. After World War I, Symington entered 
Yale University and graduated in 1923. 

In 1938, after several years in the iron and 
electric manufacturing businesses, Symington 
accepted the presidency of Emerson Electric 
Company. During World War II, Symington 
transformed Emerson Electric into the world’s 
largest builder of airplane gun turrets. 

Symington resigned from Emerson Electric 
in 1945 to join the administration of President 
Harry S. Truman. When the Office of the Sec-
retary of the Air Force was first created in 
1947, Symington became the first Secretary of 
the Air Force. During his tenure, Symington 
worked hard to give the new United States Air 
Force (which had previously been part of the 
Army) respect, championing the United States 
Air Force Academy, and the success of the 
Berlin Airlift. 

He served as Secretary of the Air Force 
from September 18, 1947 to April 24, 1950, 
after which Symington ran for and served four 
consecutive terms as a Senator from Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor the memory of W. Stuart Sy-
mington, III. It is with great pride that I con-
gratulate a fellow Baltimore City College grad-
uate on his significant contributions to the 
United States Air Force and the Nation. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. PICKERING. Madam Speaker, con-
sistent with House Republican Earmark Stand-
ards, I submit the following earmark disclosure 
and certification information for seven project 
requests I made included within the text of 
H.R. 2638, the ‘‘The Consolidated Security, 
Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appro-
priations Act for Fiscal Year 2009.’’ 

Requesting Member: Congressman CHIP 
PICKERING. 

Bill Number: FY 09 Defense Appropriations 
Bill. 

Project: Regional Counter Drug Training 
Academy. 

Project Amount: $2.5 million. 
Account: 01 Operating Forces Drug Interdic-

tion and Counter-Drug Activities. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Regional 

Counterdrug Training Academy. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 219 Fuller 

Road, NAS Meridian, Mississippi 39309. 
Description of Request: NGB identified an 

FY2009 unfunded requirement of $24.2M for 
Counterdrug Schools. Funding for NGB 
Counterdrug Schools is essential. Current 
Counterdrug (CD) Schools funding status im-
pacts their ability to support DoD and Law En-
forcement/Community Based Organization 
training and CNNTF support. Inconsistent 
funding has prevented CD schools from devel-
oping long-term training plans to maximize 
their capabilities. In FY2006, non-availability of 
funds forced one of the five Counterdrug 
schools to shut down. Failure to correct this 
unacceptable trend will increase the Nation’s 
ability to field an adequate number of law en-
forcement professionals dedicated to com-
bating drug trafficking at the national, state, 
and local levels. With appropriate funding, CD 
Schools will also be better positioned to pro-
vide counter narcotics-based training pro-
grams critical to domestic law enforcement 
against Narcoterrorism. 

The RCTA Meridian budget has shown little 
growth since FY2000, yet the costs associated 
with training law enforcement officers have in-
creased by approximately 20%. The requested 
funding would restore training opportunities to 
the FY2000 level of approximately 5000 stu-
dents per year. 

Requesting Member: Congressman CHIP 
PICKERING. 

Bill Number: FY 09 Military Construction/ 
Veterans Affairs Appropriations Bill. 

Project: Fitness Center Addition. 
Project Amount: $6.34 million. 
Account: Military Construction; Navy & Ma-

rine Corps. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Naval Air 

Station, Meridian. 
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