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HONORING NORMA FISHER-DOIRON 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an outstanding educator 
from my district, Norma Fisher-Doiron, Prin-
cipal of Southeast Elementary School in 
Mansfield, Connecticut. This year, Norma has 
been recognized by the National Association 
of Elementary School Principals (NAESP) with 
the 2008 National Distinguished Principals 
award. 

Since 1984, the National Distinguished Prin-
cipals Program has recognized educators from 
communities across this nation and abroad 
who are committed to academic excellence. 
To be eligible for this award, educators must 
incorporate of communal and parental involve-
ment in student curriculum. Educators must 
also display the use of tailored educational 
programs that facilitate academic success for 
all students. 

For 15 years, Norma has served as the 
Principal of Southeast Elementary School in 
Mansfeld Center, Connecticut. Although the 
Southeast Elementary School community is 
widespread, Norma was successful in reach-
ing out to all comers of the area to win sup-
port from parents and community leaders to 
reinforce personal and academic success from 
Southeast Elementary students. 

During her tenure, Norma has also 
prioritized with her students character build-
ing—including appreciation and respect of oth-
ers—a positive attitude, and coping skills. 

On October 16th and 17th, Norma will join 
61 other honorees from across this nation and 
abroad, in Washington, D.C. to celebrate this 
recognition. While in Washington, the hon-
orees will participate in a U.S. Department of 
State reception and a White House briefing. 

Madam Speaker, the success of our edu-
cation systems relies on the strength and pas-
sion of our academic leaders. Norma has ex-
emplified these characteristics, and I remain 
confident that she will continue to contribute to 
successes in our public education system. I 
ask my colleagues to join with me and my 
constituents in recognizing Norma’s contribu-
tions and celebrating her award. 
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TRIBUTE TO PRINCIPIA COLLEGE 
SOLAR CAR 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Principia College Solar Car 
Team. Since 1995, students and advisors 
have worked on perfecting their solar car 
model. This year, they came very close to that 
goal by finishing second in the 2008 North 
American Solar Challenge. 

The Challenge is a 2,400-mile race from 
Plano, Texas to Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 
This year, fifteen cars began the race; only 
five finished. Principia College is a small lib-

eral arts college in Elsah, Illinois that does not 
even have an engineering program. The 
Principia solar car team beat out much larger 
schools to finish second in the exhausting ten 
day event. 

On the second to last day of the race, 
Principia’s car experienced electrical trouble 
and stalled for seventy-five minutes. The team 
electricians were able to remedy the problem 
and put the car back on the road. Advisor Joe 
Ritter and his team remained calm throughout 
the race, especially during the electrical com-
plications. 

The pioneering spirit of the young people on 
the Principia College Solar Car Team de-
serves recognition and thanks. These students 
are the ones who will carry our country for-
ward. I stand with my colleagues today to 
honor the Principia College Solar Car Team 
for an outstanding second place finish in the 
North American Solar Challenge. 
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HONORING REPRESENTATIVES 
RAY LAHOOD AND JERRY WELLER 

HON. PHIL HARE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate two of my distinguished Illinois col-
leagues—Congressman RAY LaHOOD of Peo-
ria and Congressman JERRY WELLER of Joliet 
on their retirement from the House of Rep-
resentatives at the end of this term. Both men 
provided outstanding service to our state and 
Nation during their 14 years in Congress. 

Congressman LaHOOD and I represent 
neighboring districts in Illinois. I’ve known RAY 
for over 25 years. He is a man I deeply ad-
mire and respect. During my short time in 
Congress, the two of us have cooperated on 
a number of joint projects important to our dis-
tricts. We have fought to bring jobs back to 
our region and improve Central Illinois’ broken 
transportation infrastructure. 

Early in his career, RAY earned the respect 
of both Democrats and Republicans for his 
willingness to work across the aisle. During 
times of intense partisanship, RAY remained 
an unapologetic moderate who placed the 
needs of his district and our Nation above any 
political party. As Speaker Pro Tempore, RAY 
often presided over some of the fiercest de-
bates on the House floor with prudence and 
evenhandedness. 

On a personal note, I will never forget the 
kindness RAY showed to my predecessor— 
Congressman Lane Evans—as he fought his 
battle with Parkinson’s disease. I was proud to 
join with RAY to pass legislation naming a 
Rock Island post office in Lane’s honor. 

Congressman WELLER served the 11th Dis-
trict of Illinois with distinction. In addition to his 
work on international affairs, he advocated 
raising the minimum wage and sought to in-
crease retirement and disability pay for com-
bat-wounded veterans. I respect Congressman 
WELLER’s commitment to standing up for what 
he believes in and wish him well in retirement. 

Both men will be missed. 

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
TOM DAVIS ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the distinguished career of the Hon-
orable THOMAS M. DAVIS for his service to the 
people of Virginia and the United States 
House of Representatives. Congressman 
DAVIS has represented the 11th Congressional 
District of the state of Virginia for the past 13 
years. 

Born in Minot, North Dakota, TOM moved to 
Fairfax County, Virginia, at an early age. He 
graduated from the United States Capitol 
Page School as president of his class and 
went on to Amherst College where he grad-
uated with a degree in political science. TOM 
earned his Juris Doctor from the University of 
Virginia and attended Officer Candidate 
School, serving on active duty in the U.S. 
Army. He spent eight years serving in the Vir-
ginia National Guard and the U.S. Army Re-
serve. 

Before his election to Congress, TOM be-
came the chief elected official of Fairfax Coun-
ty, Virginia, the nation’s 11th most populous 
municipality with the second largest county 
budget in the United States. While serving as 
the chairman of the board of supervisors, Fair-
fax County was recognized as the best finan-
cially managed county in the Nation. 

Upon his election to the United States 
House of Representatives in 1995, TOM was 
put in control of the House Government Re-
form and Oversight Committee’s Sub-
committee on the District of Columbia, mark-
ing the first time a freshman had been ap-
pointed as a chairman in over 40 years. 

TOM is well known for his advocacy on be-
half of federal employees and contractors as 
well as his support of students in the District 
of Columbia. He was the integral force behind 
the passage of the D.C. College Access Act, 
allowing high school graduates in the District 
to attend public colleges in Maryland and Vir-
ginia at in-state tuition rates. 

TOM is also known as a strong supporter of 
political and ethics reform in the House, while 
still fighting for issues most important to Vir-
ginia’s 11th District. He was instrumental in 
gaining funding for the construction of the new 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge, designed to ease 
chronic gridlock in northern Virginia. He has 
also been an ardent supporter for advance-
ments in information technology, which is crit-
ical to northern Virginia’s high tech community. 

In addition to serving as the Chairman of 
the National Republican Congressional Com-
mittee from 1998 to 2002 and chairing the 
House Government Reform and Oversight 
Committee during the 108th Congress, TOM’S 
crusade against government waste con-
centrated on monitoring federal contracts of 
large dollar amounts. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated leader and 
friend to many in this body. I know his family, 
his wife, Jeannemarie Devolites; his three chil-
dren; his four stepchildren; and his many 
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