
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 16 22887 September 27, 2008 
friends and colleagues join me in praising his 
accomplishments and extending thanks for his 
service over the years on behalf of the com-
monwealth of Virginia and the United States of 
America. 

TOM will surely enjoy the well deserved time 
he now has to spend with his family and loved 
ones. I wish him the best of luck in all his fu-
ture endeavors. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE BRUCE 
MCCANDLESS COLORADO STATE 
VETERANS NURSING HOME 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the recent accomplish-
ments of the Bruce McCandless Colorado 
State Veterans Nursing Home. This superior 
performing facility is the recipient of the highly 
coveted American Health Care Association 
and National Center for Assisted Living’s 
(AHCA/NCAL) Quality Award and is the Na-
tion’s first state veterans nursing home accept-
ed into the Eden Alternative Registry. The 
Eden Alternative Registry is a grass roots non- 
profit organization whose core value centers 
on a holistic belief of quality care and em-
powerment of the aging. 

For over 32 years, the Bruce McCandless 
Colorado State Veterans Nursing Home has 
been providing 24-hour, skilled nursing care to 
veterans and their families, and I am proud to 
commend them on their well-deserved 
achievements. Their superiority is exhibited 
not only by being one of four long-term care 
facility award recipients in Colorado, but as 
one of only 312 long-term care facilities in the 
United States to have qualified for the AHCA/ 
NCAL Step I award. 

These prestigious accomplishments exem-
plify the Bruce McCandless Colorado State 
Veterans Nursing Home’s commitment to pro-
viding the very best of care to some of our 
Nation’s finest—our veterans. Their continuous 
strive to meet the needs of their residents 
clearly demonstrates a strong commitment to 
continuous quality improvement and I am 
pleased to have this facility within both my dis-
trict and the great state of Colorado. 
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THE DAILY 45: A LONELY DEATH 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Justice tells us that, everyday, 45 
people, on average, are fatally shot in the 
United States. Far too often, while our culture 
is caught up in the exciting history of our na-
tion’s political season right now or the blessed 
peace that some of us enjoy from living life to 
its fullest, there are dozens of people, each 
and every day, who lose their life abruptly and 
in silence at the hands of a gun-wielding as-
sailant. 

Such was the case, last night, on the streets 
of San Francisco. Twenty-four-year old Dono-
van Mumphrey, of Pinole, just outside of San 
Francisco, was shot and killed by an unknown 
assailant in the parking lot of an apartment 
complex. Witnesses said Mumphrey was ap-
proached by someone who demanded cash 
and fled after the shooting. 

I extend my condolences to Mr. Mumphrey’s 
family and continue to pray for an end to this 
senseless violence. Americans of conscious 
must come together to stop the senseless 
death of ‘‘The Daily 45.’’ When will we say 
‘enough is enough, stop the killing.’ 
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR 
DEMOCRACY IN KAZAKHSTAN 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today before you to draw attention to an issue 
which concerns our continued efforts to estab-
lish democratic principles around the world. 
The recent conflict between Russia and Geor-
gia has highlighted the acute need for the U.S. 
to maintain and strengthen its resolve to sup-
port and strengthen the former Soviet Repub-
lic countries. 

Kazakhstan is among these countries and it 
is an important partner in many ways. 
Kazakhstan is a key energy-producing ally 
where a large number of U.S. corporations are 
doing business as part of the global effort to 
meet our domestic energy needs. 

While I certainly appreciate that Kazakhstan 
has worked closely with the U.S. on matters of 
nonproliferation, I have become increasingly 
concerned by reports indicating that 
Kazakhstan’s governmental system lacks the 
basic rights of democracy: elections are nei-
ther free or fair; political opposition faces 
physical danger; there are few independent 
media outlets; the wide-scale corruption which 
has begun to affect major U.S. companies 
doing business in Kazakhstan; and, there is 
no respect for human rights, religious freedom, 
freedom of speech or economic liberalization. 

Last year’s election in Kazakhstan was far 
from democratic. Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev’s reelection in 2005 with 91 per-
cent of the vote prompted widespread com-
plaints of vote fraud. The Nur-Otan party 
which supports President Nazarbayev won all 
98 contested seats in the country’s parliamen-
tary election last August. Pledges to institute 
overhauls have failed to move forward accord-
ing to recent reports by the U.S. Department 
of State and Freedom House. 

In fact, a number of opposition parties have 
decided to boycott Kazakhstan’s upcoming 
Senate elections with one of the opposition 
parties stating that ‘‘we do not intend to give 
a veneer of ‘competition’ to a forthcoming 
farce and to become a pseudo democratic en-
tourage’’. 

As part of an agreement that allows 
Kazakhstan to ascend to the Chairmanship of 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE), a multilateral organization 
devoted to European Security, Kazakhstan 

pledged to implement an opposition party law 
and other reform measures by the end of this 
year. To date, little has been achieved and op-
position parties assert that they are not con-
sulted with on formulating an opposition party 
law. 

I applaud my distinguished colleagues 
Chairman ALCEE HASTINGS of Florida and Co- 
Chairman Senator BEN CARDIN of Maryland for 
holding a hearing hosted by the Helsinki Com-
mission on July 22, 2008, titled ‘‘Promises to 
Keep: Kazakhstan’s 2010 OSCE Chairman-
ship’’. In maintaining the Commission’s moni-
toring duties, the hearing focused on allega-
tions of corruption, human rights abuses and 
religious intolerance in Kazakhstan. This was 
the second in a series of hearings during 
which my colleagues questioned the selection 
of Kazakhstan as the next leader of the OSCE 
and its commitment to reform measures. 
Kazakhstan’s Chairmanship has been a con-
troversial issue as many human rights groups 
and lawmakers have cited a poor human 
rights record and lack of democratic reform in 
Kazakhstan. Assistant Secretary of State Rich-
ard Boucher testified that political and eco-
nomic overhauls are needed in Kazakhstan, 
adding ‘‘That is the only way to get away from 
corruption’’. 

A month prior to this hearing, Chairman 
HASTINGS and Co-Chairman CARDIN led a bi- 
partisan delegation to Kazakhstan in order to 
attend the OSCE’s 17th Annual Session, 
which took place in Astana, Kazakhstan’s cap-
ital city. Additionally, Members of the delega-
tion met with President Nursultan Nazarbayev, 
Prime Minister Karim Masimov and Secretary 
of State Kanat Saudabayev. 

Clearly Members of the Commission remain 
concerned not only by the promises made to 
establish democratic reform by year’s end, but 
also by ‘‘very serious allegations’’ of corruption 
in the oil-rich nation which could further com-
plicate its relations with the U.S. and the 
West, as well as human rights abuses, human 
trafficking, freedom of religion, freedom of the 
press and rigged elections. When democracy 
fails that spills over into every other walk of 
life and the people of Kazakhstan are the 
ones who suffer. 

I know my colleagues in the U.S. Congress 
share my concern and I encourage our collec-
tive support of the Helsinki Commission in 
calling on the government of Kazakhstan to 
uphold its commitment to establish democratic 
reforms as it has promised to do. 
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TRIBUTE TO HILLCREST ORCHARD 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to share my pride in an exceptional 
family agricultural operation that is celebrating 
100 years of quality, excellence, and respon-
sible citizenship: the Parsons family and their 
Hillcrest Orchard in the heart of the Rogue 
Valley in southern Oregon. The Rogue Valley 
is known worldwide for its natural scenic beau-
ty, its productive land, its ideal climate, and its 
coveted outdoor lifestyle. Hillcrest Orchard is 
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