
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 1622888 September 27, 2008 
in harmony with, and takes its inspiration from, 
the unique attributes of the Rogue Valley. 

Hillcrest Orchard has been proudly operated 
by the Parsons family since its founding on 
July 13, 1908 by Reginald H Parsons and 
Maude Bemis Parsons. One of the oldest con-
tinuously-owned family orchards in the Rogue 
Valley, Hillcrest has long grown some of the 
region’s finest fruit and produce. Four genera-
tions have worked tirelessly to maintain a high 
standard of quality and to operate always in 
ways responsible to the environment. Philan-
thropy and service to the community have 
been hallmarks of the Parsons family through-
out Hillcrest’s 100 year history. 

Eleven grandchildren of Reginald and 
Maude are shareholders of Hillcrest: John 
Day, Hugh Brady, Judson Parsons, George 
Parsons, Reg Parsons, Geoffrey Tootell, 
Nancy McDonald, Diana Parsons, Natalie Oli-
ver, Alice Petrich, and Cynthia Parsons. Cur-
rently, a fourth generation is involved in Hill-
crest and the plan is for members of that gen-
eration to assume active management and fur-
ther the well-established tradition of excellence 
and service. 

As you can imagine, Madam Speaker, over 
the last 100 years, there have been many 
challenges in conducting successful orchard 
operations, but the Parsons family never let 
economic or natural disasters deter them. Dur-
ing the Depression and World War II, the fam-
ily retained their employees and kept the fruit 
trees in healthy condition. By 1938, Reginald 
Parsons had gradually removed all of the 
apple trees and replaced them with pears, 
since the latter were more profitable. As the 
older pear trees declined in production, work-
ers replaced them with new stock. Today, 
some of the orchard’s earliest pear trees re-
main standing, producing Hillcrest’s famous 
‘‘century pears.’’ 

Not only has the Parsons family preserved 
their rich agricultural legacy, but also, through 
their stewardship, 11 buildings on the property 
of Hillcrest Orchard are now listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. My col-
leagues, I have spent much time at Hillcrest 
Orchard and I can attest that it is truly a jewel 
in a very beautiful part of the country. It is a 
beautiful and welcoming place to visit, and 
their products are second to none. Hillcrest 
Orchard today remains very true to its century- 
old proud heritage of quality and innovation. 
What was once on the outskirts of Medford, 
Oregon is now surrounded by residential and 
commercial development, yet Hillcrest con-
tinues to operate in environmentally sound 
ways that makes it a model neighbor to the 
community. Hillcrest Orchard is dedicated to 
conserving the land for the health of the com-
munity and for future generations. 

The most recent development at Hillcrest is 
the award-winning Roxy Ann Winery, featuring 
a charming tasting room, well-groomed 
grounds, musical entertainment, and social 
events. The planting of Hillcrest’s vineyard 
began in 1997 with Merlot and Cabernet 
grapes. Hillcrest has expanded its selection of 
varietals along with acreage. Currently, 14 
commercial varieties are grown at Roxy Ann’s 
vineyards, including Bordeaux and Rhone 
grapes that flourish in the Rogue River Val-
ley’s warm climate and have thrived in similar 
climates and soils in Europe for hundreds of 

years. Local shallow clay soils help the vines 
concentrate the flavors in the fruit rather than 
producing huge vines. The viticulture and 
wine-making team at Roxy Ann is constantly 
evaluating varieties suited to this unique site. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, I take 
great pride in the last century of the Parson’s 
family dedication to excellence at Hillcrest Or-
chard, and I ask you to join me in congratu-
lating them for this significant feat and wishing 
them well as they enter their second century 
of exemplary business and service to the 
Rogue Valley. They have the tradition and the 
family dedication to make the next 100 years 
even more productive than the last. The Par-
sons family represents what is great about 
American agriculture and American families, 
and they will continue to give their customers 
and their community the very best. 
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TRIBUTE TO ALAN LOESSY 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the career and mark the retire-
ment of Alan Loessy from the Letterkenny 
Army Depot in Franklin County, Pennsylvania. 
Alan Loessy began his 33 year long career in 
public service as a field representative in 
Franklin County for Congressman BUD SHU-
STER. His exemplary work for the people of the 
9th Congressional District made him a perfect 
candidate to join the outstanding team at the 
Letterkenny Army Depot and in May 1989 he 
joined the Letterkenny staff as a personnel 
management specialist. 

In his capacity at Letterkenny, Mr. Loessy 
worked on behalf of the thousands of employ-
ees entering or departing civil service from 
Letterkenny and its many tenant activities. It 
was a job that required dedication, extreme 
patience, and a complete understanding of the 
Depot’s position in the family of Department of 
Defense facilities as the installation down- 
sized. Alan’s support to those many individ-
uals during the transition will long be remem-
bered. 

In July 1995 Alan was assigned as a public 
affairs specialist and became the Letterkenny 
Public Affairs Officer. He worked to convey the 
message of the contributions the men and 
women of Letterkenny made to the defense of 
the nation. He was the public face of the 
depot to the media and worked cooperatively 
with print and television reporters to leave a 
positive and lasting impression of the good 
work being done inside the depot fence line. 

In 2002 Mr. Loessy was one of the founding 
members of Opportunity 05, a local group that 
helped build the case for Letterkenny’s contin-
ued growth under 2005 Base Realignment and 
Closing round. The success of that effort was 
celebrated by many but none more so than 
Alan who played a key role behind the 
scenes. 

Throughout his long career, Alan Loessy 
personified dedication, commitment and excel-
lence to the people employed by Letterkenny 
and the corps of civilian employees in the De-
partment of Defense. I know first hand how 

hard he worked with my own staff to promote 
the mission of the Letterkenny Army Depot. 
While Alan will be missed by everyone, his re-
tirement brings new opportunities for him to 
follow. I along with the entire Shuster family 
wish him the best of luck in his future endeav-
ors and congratulate Alan Loessy for a job 
well done. 

f 

THE DAILY 45: PATRICK 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, everyday, 45 
people, on average, are fatally shot in the 
United States. 

Patrick McDonald, a Philadelphia police offi-
cer pursuing an armed suspect September 23 
was fatally shot. He is the fourth city officer to 
die in the line of duty in 11 months. The sus-
pect was killed. An automatic weapon was re-
covered at the scene. Too many people have 
access to automatic weapons and we are all 
touched by the death of a police officer, killed 
in the line of duty. 

Americans of conscious must come together 
to stop the senseless death of ‘‘The Daily 45.’’ 
When will Americans say ‘enough is enough, 
stop the killing.’ 

f 

CRIMINAL SKETCH ARTIST—LOIS 
GIBSON 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, Lois Gibson has 
made the Guinness Book of World Records as 
‘‘The World’s Most Successful Forensic Artist.’’ 
Her sketches of perpetrators have been instru-
mental in assisting the police to catch over 
1,062 criminals. She has recently written a 
book with renowned author, Deanie Francis 
Mills, about her experience being a criminal 
sketch artist and the profession’s value to so-
ciety. This Houston resident has made a name 
for herself in law enforcement all across the 
country and has done so for twenty-five years. 

An alumna of the University of Texas at 
Austin, Gibson has put her Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree to great use. A naturally artistic 
person, she decided to take the FBI Academy 
Forensic Artist Course to become a qualified 
criminal sketch artist. When Gibson was 
younger, she was sexually assaulted by a se-
rial rapist and murderer. Perhaps it was this 
experience that most inspired Gibson to enter 
into the service of catching criminals and help-
ing those in need. The memory of her trau-
matic incident definitely stays with Gibson but 
rather than letting it get her down, she uses it 
to inspire her work every single day. 

Ms. Gibson’s status as a past victim, allows 
her to truly and deeply sympathize with those 
that she works with. After an upsetting situa-
tion, those affected often have issues rehash-
ing the situation and having to again envision 
the assailant’s face, but Ms. Gibson allows 
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them to get past this. Gibson can commu-
nicate well with these people because she un-
derstands where they are coming from, being 
a victim herself. Thus, victims are more likely 
to open up to Gibson and she makes it easier 
for them to focus and give her an accurate de-
piction of their attacker. 

Despite the profession of criminal sketching 
having many talented and trained artists, there 
is a limited amount of full-time sketch artists in 
the country. It took Ms. Gibson, herself, some 
time to persuade the Houston Police Depart-
ment of her merit. The HPD had never used 
an artist before and they believed the role Gib-
son proposed seemed superfluous. When the 
department finally agreed to let her work, Gib-
son was soon identified as a valuable asset to 
the law enforcement team and some police of-
ficers began to wonder how they had ever op-
erated efficiently without her. 

About thirty percent of Gibson’s sketches 
catch their intended offenders when finger-
prints are around ten percent effective. It is 
findings like these that make the question of, 
why more police departments do not embrace 
the importance of having a full-time sketch art-
ist, more profound. Still, Gibson’s work has not 
gone unnoticed, as she has won numerous 
awards for stopping ruthless criminals and 
bringing justice to the blameless victims. 

I commend this remarkable American on her 
twenty-five year devotion to public service, 
and thank her for doing work that has made 
our country a safer place to live in. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO ROSEMARY’S CIRCLE 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the members of Rosemary’s Circle 
for 75 years of service to the Nashville, Illinois 
community. In 1933, a Sunday school class 
was formed at the United Methodist Church in 
Nashville, Illinois. These 30 students aimed to 
complete charitable work in their community. 
Some of the group’s activities have included: 
Christmas fruit trays for shut-ins, fundraising 
for school activities and Children’s homes, fu-
neral dinners for church families, and quilt do-
nations to the local EMT. 

From its inception until 2003, the class was 
named after its first teacher, Jennifer Bennett. 
In 2003, the longtime president of the ‘‘Jen-
nifer Class’’ passed away, and its members 
decided to rename the group in her honor. 
Known now as Rosemary’s Circle, this group 
of dedicated women continued to serve the 
people of Nashville, Illinois for seventy-five 
years. 

In recent years, membership in Rosemary’s 
Circle has dwindled due to the aging of its 
members. In July of 2008, the group, upon 
conferring with its namesake’s descendents, 
decided to disband and made a final donation 
to the Methodist Children’s Home. Although 
Rosemary’s circle is no longer active, the gen-
erosity of its members will not soon be forgot-
ten. I join with my fellow representatives today 
in honoring the members—past and present— 

of Rosemary’s Circle for many years of com-
munity service. 

f 

DEMANDING ACCOUNTABILITY IN 
THE FINANCIAL BAILOUT PACK-
AGE 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, in July we 
bailed out entities with well-paid executives in-
cluding Daniel Mudd, President and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer at Fannie Mae ($11.5 million), 
and Richard Syron, Chairman and Chief Exec-
utive Officer at Freddie Mac ($18.3 million). 
Recent press reports show that a number of 
chairmen/CEOs were highly compensated be-
fore their companies began failing including 
Bear Stearns CEO, Alan Schwartz ($35 mil-
lion), Lehman Brothers CEO Richard Fuld 
($40 million) and AIG’s Martin Sullivan ($47 
million). 

Federal regulators rightly blocked planned 
golden parachutes for the failed leaders of 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, we should now 
set that precedent into law—if you get a tax-
payer bailout, you lose your job and your 
parachute. 

Today, I am introducing legislation that will 
ensure that no taxpayer dollars can be used 
for executive compensation or a golden para-
chute for any senior officer of a company that 
received credit or direct assistance bailout. My 
bill also grants Treasury Secretary Paulson 
the authority to terminate senior officers of any 
entity seeking a bailout from the taxpayer. 

Given the dire economic warnings, Demo-
crats and Republicans must pull together to 
save jobs and strengthen the economy for 
working Americans. But this must be a bailout 
with consequences, including a prohibition on 
any taxpayer dollars used for senior officer 
salaries or golden parachutes and the termi-
nation of senior officers of companies receiv-
ing aid. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TAIWAN ON ITS 
NATIONAL DAY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, peo-
ple in the Republic of China will be celebrating 
their National Day this October 10. Taiwan is 
one of our largest trading partners and has 
worked very hard in reducing its trade surplus 
with us year after year. A democracy, Taiwan 
shares many economic, social and cultural 
values with us. We know for a fact that Tai-
wanese tourists choose the United States as 
their first destination, when traveling outside of 
Asia. We know Taiwan has more than 30,000 
and students studying in the United States. A 
majority of their cabinet secretaries were edu-
cated in the United States and have advanced 
U.S. degrees 

Their newly elected Present is a Harvard- 
educated attorney. Taiwan’s ties to us are 

many and our mutual relations seem to have 
dramatically improved with the recent appoint-
ment of their top Washington envoy: Ambas-
sador Jason Yuan. Ambassador Yuan is one 
of the most distinguished diplomats from Tai-
wan and knows Washington well. 

I am happy to learn that Taiwan has re-
cently improved its relations with the Chinese 
mainland as well. There have been visits by 
Taiwan leaders to the mainland and vice 
versa. Both sides are engaged in productive 
discussions over the reduction of tension in 
the Taiwan Strait and the improvement of ties. 
They are building mutual trust and confidence 
in their bilateral relations, nurturing a long-last-
ing amity. 

Congratulations to Taiwan and the Tai-
wanese people. 

f 

HONORING GIRARD BASTIEN 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and celebrate the career of 
Girard Bastien, an outstanding member of our 
eastern Connecticut community. After six dec-
ades of service in the Baltic Fire Department, 
in Baltic, Connecticut, Girard will commemo-
rate his retirement with family and friends on 
October 25, 2008 with a celebratory dinner. 

As a veteran of World War II and the Ko-
rean War, Girard’s commitment to public serv-
ice began early in life. In August 1948, be-
tween service in WWII and the Korean War, 
Girard joined the Baltic Fire Department and 
launched a lifelong career that would span six 
decades. During his career, Girard achieved 
the rank of Deputy Chief, was a member of 
the New London County Fire Chiefs’ Associa-
tion, and served as the Sprague Tree Warden 
between 1954 and 1990. Additionally, Girard 
was the head of the Baltic Fire Department 
kitchen and orchestrated weekly bingo event 
in recent years. 

Support from his wife of 62 years, Jeanette, 
as well as his sons, Dennis and Edward have 
made his career a long and fruitful one. 

Madam Speaker, Girard’s lifetime of public 
service has and will continue to inspire our 
eastern Connecticut community, and I ask my 
colleagues to join with me and my constituents 
in recognizing and celebrating this service. 

f 

HONORING GERALD A. EHINGER 
ON BEING NAMED OGEMAW 
COUNTY’S VETERAN OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Gerald A. Ehinger of West Branch, 
Michigan. Mr. Ehinger has been named 
Ogemaw County’s Veteran of the Year, and I 
ask that you, Madam Speaker, and the entire 
U.S. House of Representatives, join me in 
honoring him on this momentous occasion. 
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