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TRIBUTE TO HONOR FLIGHT 

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, I pay tribute 
today to Honor Flight for its dedication to our 
World War II Veterans. 

In Connecticut, we have been blessed by 
the vision of Christopher Coutu, Founder of 
American Warrior. This organization is dedi-
cated to bringing World War II Veterans from 
Connecticut to Washington, DC to see their 
monument erected for their service to our 
country during its darkest hour. Mr. Coutu cre-
ated American Warrior with the ideas of Honor 
Flight in mind and has helped many Veterans 
see this important memorial for the first time. 

Honor Flight has done this for many Vet-
erans around the country. Their dedication has 
given so much back to the generation that de-
fended us and sacrificed so much to keep 
their fellow Americans safe. 

We cannot do enough for our Veterans in 
exchange for what they gave us, but we can 
honor them and give them opportunities to be 
thanked by a grateful nation. I stand in awe of 
Honor Flight, American Warrior for giving our 
World War II Veterans the opportunity to see 
their memorial erected in their honor. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CAREER AND 
SERVICE OF REPRESENTATIVE 
RAY LAHOOD 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge my friend and colleague 
Representative RAY LAHOOD, who is retiring 
from the House after 14 years of service to 
the 18th District of Illinois. 

I have had the pleasure of working with RAY 
LAHOOD on many issues of importance to our 
State. We have not always agreed on every 
policy issue, but we have always been able to 
discuss our differences with respect and good 
will and we have always been able to work to-
gether to promote the interests of Illinois. His 
common sense and sense of fairness are rec-
ognized and valued not just within the Illinois 
delegation, but within the entire House of Rep-
resentatives. 

A member of the House Appropriations 
Committee, RAY LAHOOD has been a strong 
advocate of Illinois farmers and rural commu-
nities. When the Republicans were in the ma-
jority, he was often called on to chair the 
House, not only because of his knowledge of 
procedures but because of his ability to main-
tain order in a calm and fair fashion. 

Representative LAHOOD has a long and dis-
tinguished record of serving his district, from 
his leadership in establishing the Abraham 
Lincoln President Library and Museum in 
Springfield to his work to spur economic 
growth while protecting the environment. A 
teacher by training, he has worked to preserve 
and improve the Library of Congress—our Na-
tion’s preeminent library. 

I will miss RAY LAHOOD and, like his con-
stituents, I wish him all the best and thank him 
for his years of public service. 
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AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE 
PAULSON PLAN 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I submit the 
following for the RECORD: 

BRANCH BANKING & TRUST CO., 
Winston-Salem, NC, September 26, 2008. 

Hon. VIRGINIA FOXX, 
House of Representatives, Cannon House Office 

Building, Washington DC. 
DEAR REPRESENTATIVE FOXX: Unfortu-

nately, while under normal circumstances 
there would be a free market solution, given 
the publicity and psychological mindset 
which has been created. Congress not acting 
is extraordinarily risky. Therefore, an alter-
native to the Paulson Plan must be devel-
oped. A much more effective, far less expen-
sive solution to the financial crisis than the 
Treasury Secretary presented is outlined 
below. 

It is important to recognize that the fun-
damental problem is in the real estate mar-
ket. We have built too many houses, built 
too expensive houses, built houses in the 
wrong places, etc. We have an excess of hous-
ing inventory. Problems in the mortgage 
market which are causing the problems in 
capitals markets are being created by the 
problems in the real estate market. House 
prices in many areas have been out of line 
with peoples income and rental alternatives. 
In the long term, the price of houses is deter-
mined by production costs, people’s incomes 
(affordability) and the relative cost of rental 
alternatives. Based on these factors, the 
price of houses in the United States on aver-
age need to fall approximately 30% from the 
peak of the market to sell the unsold inven-
tory. (The numbers used here are rough ap-
proximations and vary significantly by indi-
vidual market, but they make the point.) We 
have effectively wasted $600 billion on hous-
ing which should have been put to more pro-
ductive uses such as technological invest-
ment, education, agricultural advancement, 
etc. Without Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae 
and the affordable housing program (sub 
prime), we could never have made a 
misallocation of capital of this magnitude. 

However, the mistakes have been made and 
we have to live with them. Housing prices 
nationally have already fallen approxi-
mately 20%. The good/bad news is approxi-
mately $500 billion of the projected $600 bil-
lion in losses have already been taken by fi-
nancial institutions, and substantial capital 
raised to cover some of the losses. House 
prices need to fall another 10% or approxi-
mately $100 billion to clear the market. Iron-
ically, if the market knew that housing 
prices were going to fall exactly 10%, the 
market would stabilize. Uncertainty about 
the bottom of the market is what is creating 
the disruption in the capital markets. 

The goal is to cut the effective economic 
cost to the buyer without cutting the price 
to the seller which will solve the problem in 
the housing market. Congress can approve a 
house purchase income tax credit equal to 
10% of the cost of the house with some max-
imum (such as $40,000). This will cut the ef-

fective economic cost to the buyer without 
cutting the price to the seller. The tax credit 
would be available to anybody and would be 
a true tax credit in the sense that you would 
still get the interest deduction. The govern-
ment would be sponsoring a ‘‘fire sale’’ of 
houses. The tax credit would only apply to 
existing house inventory, i.e. new houses 
which were completed or under construction 
as of September 1, 2008 and existing houses 
which could be proven to be on the market 
as of September 1, 2008. The tax credit would 
be available for a limited time, for example 
until June 30, 2009. In order to motivate 
rapid sales activity. Congress would approve 
a fixed amount of tax credit and make it 
available on a first come, first serve basis. 
For example, the amount of the tax credit 
could be $100 billion to the first purchasers of 
houses. This would force individuals to act 
quickly. The goal is to entice people to make 
real estate investments who otherwise would 
not and clear the housing inventory. 

Let me give you some concrete examples. 
There is a house on the road which I travel 
to work that has been on the market for 
$200,000. I am not interested in purchasing at 
that price. However, a 10% tax credit of 
$20,000 makes the effective cost of the house 
to me $180,000. At that cost, I would be will-
ing to purchase the house. In addition, the 
tax credit makes it an even better deal since 
I personally hate to pay taxes. 

Tom, who owns the home, wants to sell his 
house so he can buy a new home that is a few 
blocks away. If he can sell his house for 
$200,000. he would have enough equity to buy 
his new house. (He sells for $200,000 and yet 
the house cost me $180,000.) 

I already have a house and do not need to 
have a second house to live in, so this house 
would be an investment for me because I 
think house prices will ultimately appre-
ciate, particularly off of the 10% reduced 
cost base. I would be motivated to rent the 
house because having an empty house is not 
productive. I would rent it based on the 
$180,000 price or less because any rental in-
come would be better than none. I may rent 
it to Fred and his family who are moving out 
of a falling-down mobile home which would 
improve the quality of their life. Tom would 
have a better house for himself and his fam-
ily. Fred would have a better house for him-
self and his family, and I would have a good 
investment. The realtor who sold both 
houses would have more income to pay for 
her house and the builder would be out from 
under a financial bind. The bank that fi-
nanced the new house would have less risk 
and more capital. Having an empty house is 
not only a waste of capital, it reduces the 
standard of living, 

Here is another concrete example. Janet 
and Jim who live in the northeast have long 
coveted a vacation/retirement house in Flor-
ida. With this once in a life time buying op-
portunity covered by the housing tax credit, 
and given that house prices in Florida have 
already fallen significantly, Janet and Jim 
would be motivated to buy that dream vaca-
tion/retirement home in Florida and they 
can afford to do it at this reduced price. Be-
cause they are not ready to retire, they may 
put the house they have purchased up for 
rent for vacationers and/or for individuals 
living in Florida at a lower rental rate based 
on the cost and the fact that any rental in-
come is better than no income. Again, this 
would be a good situation in that Janet and 
Jim would be happy, the builder would be 
better off financially, the bank that financed 
the house would be better off financially, the 
realtor in Florida who sold the house would 
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