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Mr. Garcia-Tolson took it upon himself to 

embrace these new prosthetic legs and began 
running, cycling and swimming. By 1999 at the 
age of 10 years, he had become the youngest 
bilateral amputee to ever complete a triathlon 
on his own. Within that same year, he also set 
his first national record in swimming. 

In 2000 and 2001, Mr. Garcia-Tolson fin-
ished in first place in the Silver Strand Mara-
thon. In 2002, he was a recipient of the Casey 
Martin Award which honors individuals with a 
disability fighting for the right to compete in 
sports. In 2004, Teen People Magazine 
names him one of ‘‘20 Teens Who Will 
Change the World.’’ 

In 2004, having just turned 16 years old, 
Rudy Garcia-Tolson received his first gold 
medal at the Paralympic Games by breaking 
the 200m individual medley world record. He 
continued his training as well as passion for 
sports by completing the Ford Ironman World 
Championship 70.3 in 2006. Not long after, he 
broke the world record swimming the 200m in-
dividual medley at the 2007 U.S. Paralympics 
Open Swimming Championships. 

As an athlete myself, I recognize the nec-
essary courage, strength and dedication one 
must possess to triumph all that Mr. Garcia- 
Tolson has accomplished. Turning 20 years 
old earlier this week, he is to be celebrated 
not only for achieving the most impressive 
awards in his sport, but smashing world 
records along the way. More than anything, he 
is an inspiration to us all, conquering so much 
despite what hurdles laid in his path. 

God Bless Rudy Garcia-Tolson for his tal-
ent, passion and love of country and mankind. 
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LOCAL HEROES 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great appreciation and sincere gratitude that I 
take this time to honor three local men whose 
recent selfless acts have made them heroes 
to grateful communities in northwest Indiana. 
This exceptional group of heroes consists of 
Chet Newsome, of Lowell, Indiana, and John 
and Mark Thanos, both of Chesterton, Indiana, 
whose bravery and self-sacrifice are an inspi-
ration to us all. 

On Saturday, August 9, 2008, at 5:30 a.m., 
Chet Newsome, a local truck driver, was 
awakened by the sound of what he has de-
scribed as a blood-curdling scream from one 
of his neighbors. After hurrying outside to see 
what was happening, Chet saw his neighbor’s 
garage engulfed in flames. He could hear the 
screams of two men who were trapped inside, 
so Chet ran to his garage for his ax, and with-
out hesitation, began to hammer away at the 
door. After breaking through the door, Chet 
could see that one of the men was able to es-
cape through a side door, but the other man 
remained trapped inside. Again, without hesi-
tation and without thinking of himself, Chet 
reached in and was able to grip the severely 
burned man’s belt and pull him to safety. With-
out Chet’s quick thinking and immediate ac-
tion, the outcome of this tragic event would 

have seen a very different outcome. For his 
bravery, the town of Lowell and the entire First 
Congressional District owe Chet Newsome 
their respect and gratitude. 

On Sunday, September 14, 2008, at ap-
proximately 10:30 a.m., John and Mark 
Thanos were alerted by screams in their 
neighborhood. They soon learned that two 
young boys had fallen into a nearby ditch that 
had filled with rain. By the time they arrived, 
one of the boys had managed to escape the 
waters, but the other was being pulled into a 
culvert under the street. In a truly selfless act, 
Mark, an English teacher for the last 20 years 
at Wheeler High School, and his father, John, 
a retired custodian who worked for many 
years for the Merrillville Community School 
Corporation, realized something needed to be 
done. They plunged into the ditch to save the 
10-year-old boy, but the waters were too 
strong. While the boy was rescued, neither 
John nor Mark survived the ordeal. To those 
who knew John and Mark Thanos, it was no 
surprise that when called upon in such a hor-
rific situation, they would answer without hesi-
tation and would put the safety of others 
ahead of themselves. There is no greater sac-
rifice than to give one’s life to save another, 
and John and Mark Thanos made the ultimate 
sacrifice to save the life of a child. For their 
heroism, they are to be forever remembered 
by the people of northwest Indiana and be-
yond. 

These real-life heroes represent true cour-
age and bravery, and they are the greatest ex-
ample of the valor and strength of our country 
and its citizens. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending and acknowledging these out-
standing heroes of northwest Indiana. Their 
bravery while putting aside personal safety to 
ensure the safety of others is worthy of the 
highest honor and respect. I am grateful and 
am truly honored to recognize these aston-
ishing individuals and their remarkable acts of 
heroism. 
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IN HONOR OF DAVE PAVLICK 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of Dave Pavlick 
upon the completion of his second 600-mile 
walk throughout Ohio to promote the ‘‘Health 
Care for All Ohioans Act.’’ As one of the key 
driving forces behind the Single Payer Action 
Network (SPAN), Dave is ending his 23-day 
quest for health care justice in Parma, Ohio. 

Dave’s years of unparalleled dedication and 
commitment to the highest-quality, uniform 
standard of care for all as a basic human right 
has garnered increased attention and support 
from people all over the State of Ohio. 
Through his walk, Dave has given his own 
time and energy in a profound way for the 
over 1 million uninsured Ohioans and the 
many more without adequate health care who 
seek an end to their plight and injustice. 

As a career public servant with both the 
United States Marine Corps and the Cuya-

hoga County Sheriff, Dave learned a great 
deal about many ails of society, and he de-
cided to commit himself to healing perhaps the 
biggest social ail in America, the lack of ade-
quate and affordable health care for all. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of Dave Pavlick, whose out-
standing and persistent contributions to health 
care justice for all Ohioans will someday lead 
to care for all. I, along with SPAN, the broth-
ers and sisters of the United Auto Workers 
Local 1005, and all other supporters, welcome 
Dave back to Parma. 
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INTENT TO INTRODUCE LEGISLA-
TION IN THE NEXT CONGRESS 
TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEM OF 
VACANT AND ABANDONED PROP-
ERTIES IN OLDER, INDUSTRIAL 
CITIES 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, 
Youngstown and Akron, and nearby cities like 
Cleveland, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, and Detroit, 
suffered severe job and population losses over 
the past 25 to 30 years. This has led to the 
loss of thousands of housing units to aban-
donment and decay. The subprime mortgage 
crisis has only worsened the problem in these 
cities, ravaging entire neighborhoods in its 
wake, leaving thousands of vacant and aban-
doned houses that attract criminal activity and 
trash, and are safety hazards to the families 
who remain. The abandoned properties also 
lower the property values of those who re-
main, and frustrate neighborhood improvement 
efforts. 

Although the Housing and Economic Recov-
ery Act we passed in July will provide some 
assistance to cities to demolish vacant and 
abandoned properties, a more comprehensive, 
regional, approach is needed to address this 
problem in the so-called ‘‘shrinking cities’’ and 
their metropolitan areas. 

Youngstown, under the leadership of Mayor 
Jay Williams, has already taken a big step in 
this direction by adopting the Youngstown 
2010 Plan, which envisions Youngstown, 
which once had a population of 170,000, be-
coming a smaller, but more vibrant city of 
about 80,000, with revitalized neighborhoods, 
and abundant green open space that will be 
used for parks, urban agriculture, and future 
economic development. Some of its land 
might actually be reforested. Youngstown is 
also working with other local governments to 
develop a regional strategy to address vacant 
and abandoned properties, which are becom-
ing more and more commonplace in suburban 
areas around Youngstown. 

We need to unleash the creative energies 
present in Youngstown, and other cities and 
metropolitan areas, by assisting them to de-
velop and implement plans to eliminate the 
blighting influences of abandoned properties, 
gain some control of the vacant land in their 
residential areas, and reposition themselves 
for the challenges of the 21st century as vi-
brant, livable communities. 
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To this end, Madam Speaker, I am working 

with my good friend, Congressman BRIAN HIG-
GINS of Buffalo, to develop legislation that 
would establish a new demonstration program 
within HUD, the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. The program would be 
competitive. In order to successfully compete 
for assistance under it, a local government 
would need to partner with other jurisdictions 
within its metropolitan area. For example, a 
county government might be an ideal partner 
for its central city. 

The partners would need to develop a plan 
that takes into account their population losses, 
and sets forth strategies to make better use of 
land and other resources within their bound-
aries. Grants awarded under the program 
could be used for, among other things, demoli-
tion, removal of old, antiquated infrastructure, 
the creation of parks and open space, code 
enforcement improvements, the development 
of real property information systems, and the 
creation and expansion of urban and regional 
land banks, which are widely recognized to be 
a key tool in efforts to promote investment and 
revitalization efforts in areas with very weak 
real estate markets. 

Applicants would also have to submit de-
tailed implementation plans, and would have 
to meet stringent accountability standards in 
carrying them out. 

I would also like to mention that Mr. Ste-
phen Cerny, who is currently serving in my of-
fice as a Brookings Institution Legislative Fel-
low, has provided me with tremendous help on 
this issue. Steve is an attorney at HUD and a 
former planner in Cleveland, and I am very 
grateful for the extensive professional experi-
ence he provides on this issue. 

Finally, Madam Speaker, I look forward to 
working with you and the Committee to bring 
this program to fruition. 
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ALLIED VETERANS OF THE 
WORLD 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an organization of military 
veterans that works hard to take care of its 
own by supporting the Veterans Administra-
tion’s health care services. It is my privilege to 
introduce the work of the Allied Veterans of 
the World to my fellow Members of Congress. 

Allied Veterans of the World was founded in 
1979 as the 451st Bomber Group by Com-
mander-in-Chief Harold Grossman. It became 
the first organized veteran group in Florida by 
incorporating under the name Bomber Group 
451st. 

For the next 10 years, this small group of 
veterans donated items to the VA domiciliary 
and aided senior citizens in its Florida area by 
providing transportation for veterans to the VA 
hospital. The members realized they could 
make a bigger impact if they opened the orga-
nization to all veterans. So in 1989, they 
formed under the name Allied Veterans of the 
World. 

Today, led by National Commander Johnny 
Duncan, Allied Veterans raises funds through 

bingo, car washes, cookouts and cyber cen-
ters. All funds directly benefit veteran or first 
responder organizations. 

National Commander Duncan states, ‘‘Our 
veterans deserve the best medical attention 
possible, and we understand the challenges 
their health care system faces today. We are 
proud to be assisting the VA volunteers and 
medical professionals with funds that will help 
them better serve our healing veterans.’’ 

Allied Veterans has contributed to VA hos-
pitals in Florida, Mississippi, North Carolina 
and Georgia supplementing federal programs 
for veterans such as recreation therapy, thera-
peutic supplies and homeless veterans pro-
grams. 

In my district in Northeast Florida, the Allied 
Veterans have purchased flags of all the serv-
ices to be used in our local hospices so that 
when a veteran is admitted into a program, his 
or her service flag stands watch at the vet-
eran’s door. This is a meaningful gesture very 
much appreciated by the veteran and his or 
her family members. The program allows the 
hospice staff a final chance to display honor 
and appreciation for the veteran’s service. Al-
lied Veterans of the World has donated over 
a million dollars to projects through VA med-
ical centers, Fraternal Order of Police chap-
ters, and other organizations that support vet-
erans and first responders. 

It is my honor to commend the Allied Vet-
erans of the World and its National Com-
mander Johnny Duncan and National Sec-
retary Jerry Bass on a job well done. 

Surely, this organization lives up to its motto 
Veterans helping Veterans. 
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COMMEMORATING THE REDEDICA-
TION OF COMMANDER WILLIAM 
C. MCCOOL ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 26, 2008 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the rededication and 
the opening of the new Commander William 
C. McCool Elementary/Middle School on 
Naval Base Guam. The recent completion of 
this modern, state-of-the-art educational facility 
houses separate wings for the elementary and 
middle schools, administrative areas, a gym-
nasium, multipurpose rooms, a media center, 
cafeteria, and capacity for 850 students. Com-
mander McCool embodied the ideal of being a 
lifetime learner, and his never-ending thirst for 
knowledge took him into space—an accom-
plishment that continues to inspire students 
and educators alike today. 

Commander William ‘‘Willie’’ McCool at-
tended Dededo Middle School in Dededo, 
Guam and John F. Kennedy High School in 
Tamuning, Guam. After his graduation from 
the United States Naval Academy, Com-
mander McCool was selected as a Navy test 
pilot and guided the space shuttle Columbia 
on Mission STS–107 in 2003. A son of Guam, 
Commander McCool carried the flag of Guam 
on that mission. 

From the flight deck of the Columbia, Com-
mander McCool stated, ‘‘From our orbital van-

tage point, we observe an Earth without bor-
ders, full of peace, beauty and magnificence, 
and we pray that humanity as a whole can 
imagine a borderless world as we see it and 
strive to live as one in peace.’’ These words 
will inspire students at this school for many 
years to come. 

On February 22, 2003, I introduced H.R. 
672, a bill to rename the Guam South Ele-
mentary/Middle School, previously located in 
Apra Heights, Guam, in honor of Commander 
McCool. The bill was signed into law by Presi-
dent George W. Bush on April 11, 2003, and 
today, as we commemorate the rededication 
of the new Commander William C. McCool El-
ementary/Middle School, there is no doubt that 
Willie McCool’s legacy continues to touch the 
hearts and minds of us all. 

I would like to congratulate former Com-
mander Naval Forces Marianas RADM Patrick 
W. Dunne, former Commander Naval Forces 
Marianas RADM Charles J. Leidig, former De-
partment of Defense Education Activity 
(DODEA) Superintendent Mr. Michael 
Diekmann, and former school Principal Mr. 
William Hall for their guidance, leadership, and 
oversight in the design and construction of 
Commander William C. McCool Elementary/ 
Middle School. I would also like to congratu-
late Commander Naval Forces Marianas 
RADM William D. French, DODEA Super-
intendent Dr. Gayle Vaughn-Wiles, and Prin-
cipal Mr. Stanley Chop for their roles in the 
completion of the new Commander William C. 
McCool Elementary/Middle School. 

I would like to commend the family of Com-
mander McCool for their strength and to honor 
them for their commitment to furthering his 
legacy. I want to first recognize his wife, Lani 
Vallejos McCool and his three sons Sean, 
Christopher and Cameron. I also want to rec-
ognize his parents Barry and Audrey McCool 
and his parents-in-law Albert and Atilana 
Vallejos. Our community thanks all of you for 
your graciousness in helping us to commemo-
rate Commander McCool’s life through the 
dedication of this school and for sharing his 
memory with the students and faculty. 
Through this tribute, we want you to know that 
you have a very large extended family and 
this school is your school; these students are 
your students; this tribute is your living memo-
rial. 

As our community gathers to rededicate this 
school on September 30, 2008, let us renew 
our commitment to excellence exemplified by 
the hero whose name graces this structure. 
On the occasion of the rededication of Com-
mander William C. McCool Elementary 
School, let us recall his inspiring words, of 
‘‘. . . an Earth without borders, full of peace, 
beauty and magnificence . . .’’. 
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RECOGNITION OF DIRECT SUP-
PORT PROFESSIONALS OF AR-
KANSAS 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize all the dedicated people at the Rain-
bow of Challenges in Hope, Arkansas and the 
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