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Rose is being honored as this year’s Fort 
Worth Business Executive of the Year and will 
be inducted into the Fort Worth Business Hall 
of Fame. 

In June 1999, Rose became Chief Oper-
ating Officer of Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
where he was responsible for all operations 
and marketing activities. He quickly accrued 
accomplishments, being made President and 
Chief Executive Officer in December of 2000, 
and later being elected Chairman of Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe in March of 2002. 

In addition to leading the company to five 
consecutive years of recordsetting revenue 
earnings, Rose rebuilt flood-damaged rail lines 
ahead of schedule and won national recogni-
tion for this accomplishment. Rose’s peers 
know him as not only a gifted businessman 
but also as a man with excellent leadership 
skills and a strong ability to work well with oth-
ers. 

It is with great honor that I recognize Mat-
thew Rose for his hard work and leadership 
given to the Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
Railroad. He sets a great example for us all, 
and I am proud to represent him in Wash-
ington. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES C. 
BINNICKER 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize James C. Binnicker, a 
man who has dedicated a lifetime of service 
both to our country and to the families of our 
military veterans. It is my pleasure and privi-
lege to honor him as a great leader and a 
great American. 

Mr. Binnicker’s career of service began as a 
Civil Air Patrol cadet in his hometown of 
Aiken, South Carolina. He enlisted in the 
United States Air Force in 1957. Mr. Binnicker 
served honorably and with distinction for more 
than thirty years. He reached the pinnacle of 
achievement in 1986 when he was selected to 
be the Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force. 

The Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force 
is a unique non-commissioned rank. As the 
highest enlisted leader in the Air Force, Chief 
Master Sergeant Binnicker served as the per-
sonal adviser to the Air Force Chief of Staff 
and the Secretary of the Air Force on all 
issues regarding the welfare, readiness, mo-
rale, and utilization of the enlisted forces. 
There have only been fifteen Chief Master 
Sergeants of the Air Force in the history of the 
U.S. military, and Mr. Binnicker was the ninth. 

When Mr. Binnicker retired from the Air 
Force in 1990, he could have rested on the 
legacy he had created. Instead, he took on 
another challenge, the leadership and devel-
opment of the Air Force Enlisted Village, a 
non-profit charity in Shalimar, Florida that pro-
vides a home for the surviving spouses of en-
listed airmen. As President and CEO of the 
Enlisted Village, Mr. Binnicker oversees a $28 
million organization with 86 employees who 
care for more than 500 independent and as-
sisted living residents on two campuses. 

Mr. Binnicker’s accomplishments were rec-
ognized in 2008 when the Florida Association 
of Homes and Services for the Aging selected 
him as their ‘‘Executive of the Year.’’ Consid-
ering that caring for the elderly is a second ca-
reer for Mr. Binnicker, the honor of being rec-
ognized by his peers in the state’s largest 
aging-services organization is quite significant. 
Mr. Binnicker has dedicated his life to helping 
those in need, we will be eternally grateful for 
his service. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to honor one of 
America’s true heroes, James C. Binnicker, for 
his leadership and service to Northwest Flor-
ida and throughout the world. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE CLEAR LAKE PA-
TROL DIVISION AND HOUSTON 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. NICK LAMPSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, I am privi-
leged to recognize the Clear Lake Patrol Divi-
sion of the Houston Police Department for its 
outstanding service to the Houston community 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Ike. 

In the days following the storm, the Clear 
Lake Patrol Division was dispatched to provide 
security at the congressional mobile office at 
the American Legion Post 490 near Ellington 
Field. By providing security, traffic and crowd 
control, the officers were able to ensure a suc-
cessful operation and allow thousands of indi-
viduals to register for hurricane assistance. 

Founded in 1841, the Houston Police De-
partment continues to provide invaluable serv-
ice and has grown to become the largest mu-
nicipal police departments in the State of 
Texas. Under the leadership of Lieutenant 
Eldon Harris, the Clear Lake Patrol Division 
acts as a preserver of peace and a source of 
safety for the Clear Lake area of Houston. 

It is my distinct honor to recognize the 
Houston Police Department’s Clear Lake Pa-
trol Division for their remarkable efforts fol-
lowing Hurricane Ike. Without their service, the 
5,943 individuals that applied for assistance at 
the congressional mobile office would not 
have been possible. 

The following police officers helped ensure 
the accessibility and effectiveness of the con-
gressional mobile office: 

Randall L. Derr—Senior Police Officer 
Ricky W. Dalme—Sergeant of Police 
Marvin Dutton—Sergeant of Police 
Eldon Harris—Lieutenant of Police 
Gregory Gillespie—Sergeant of Police 
David L. Knatt—Police Officer 
Gary L. Schaefer—Police Officer 
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HONORING MICHAEL J. CRITELLI 

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, I pay tribute 
today to Michael J. Critelli—one of our fore-

most leaders in corporate America today. Mike 
has been at the helm of Pitney Bowes for over 
a decade and with the company for almost 30 
years. At the end of this year, he steps down 
so on the occasion of his retirement. I would 
like to recognize his years of service. 

Mike has been a leader at Pitney Bowes for 
many years in a number of positions. He’s 
been the company’s general counsel, chief 
personnel officer, president of Pitney Bowes 
Financial Services as well as chief executive 
officer and chairman of the board and is cur-
rently the executive chairman of the board. 
He’s been a business leader not only in his 
home State of Connecticut, where Pitney 
Bowes is headquarters in my district in Stam-
ford, but also on issues here in Washington, 
DC. 

Mike spent a tremendous amount of time 
working on postal reform legislation and his 
work was exemplary. He helped to form the 
Mailing Industry CEO Council, an organization 
of over a dozen leaders of major mailing in-
dustry companies. As CEO of Pitney Bowes 
as well as chairman of the Mailing Industry 
CEO Council, he came to town frequently to 
meet with me and other members of the Over-
sight and Government Reform Committee and 
many others to champion the postal reform 
legislation and need for reform. His commit-
ment to this issue was extraordinary. And in 
the second session of the 109th Congress, we 
saw the legislation pass the House and Sen-
ate and it became law. 

One of the people there with President 
Bush—front and center—when the President 
signed the Postal Accountability and Enhance-
ment Act into law was Mike Critelli. It was the 
culmination of years of effort by those of us in 
Congress but also people in the mailing indus-
try like Mike Critelli. He was, almost without a 
doubt, the single most dedicated corporate ex-
ecutive working with us in Congress to enact 
that legislation. He knew it was what the U.S. 
Postal Service needed in order to survive and 
thrive for the long term and he was dedicated 
to helping get it done. 

Mike has also been committed to helping re-
tain jobs in Connecticut. At a Government Re-
form Committee hearing several years ago on 
postal reform, Mike Critelli testified. He made 
a decision to move some jobs to an old indus-
trial city in Bridgeport, Connecticut. He could 
have moved some of these folks elsewhere 
but he knew that Bridgeport needed the jobs. 
That not only speaks volumes for who Mike 
Critelli is, but it also speaks volumes for the 
commitment of Pitney Bowes and its leaders 
to the well-being of our State. 

Mike’s commitment to our community has 
been a constant for over two decades during 
which he has volunteered in a range of advo-
cacy roles for organizations in Connecticut. 
For example, he has been active on transpor-
tation issues including most recently serving 
as chairman of Governor Rell’s Commission 
on the Reform of the Connecticut Department 
of Transportation. 

I am grateful for Mike’s dedication to the 
people of our community and the important 
issues affecting them. Please join me in rec-
ognizing Michael J. Critelli as he retires this 
year. 
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DEMOCRACY RESTORATION ACT 

OF 2008 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to introduce the Democracy Restora-
tion Act of 2008. This legislation will serve to 
clarify and expand voting rights as well as as-
sist former felons with their reintegration into 
our democracy. 

The Sentencing Project reports that, since 
1997, 19 States have amended felony dis-
enfranchisement policies in an effort to reduce 
their restrictiveness and expand voter eligi-
bility. These reforms have resulted in more 
than 760,00 citizens regaining their voting 
rights. Yet, despite these reforms, an esti-
mated 5 million people will continue to be in-
eligible to vote in November’s Presidential 
election, including nearly 4 million who reside 
in the 35 States that still prohibit some com-
bination of persons on probation, parole, and/ 
or people who have completed their sentence 
from voting. 

I believe that such prohibitions on the right 
to vote undermine both the voting system and 
the fundamental rights of ex-offenders. In the 
past two election cycles, flawed voter purges 
have deprived legitimate voters of their rights. 
Moreover, in Ohio, an erroneous interpretation 
of State law by the Secretary of State de-
prived thousands of ex-felons of even the right 
to register. Only Federal law can conclusively 
resolve the ambiguities in this area plaguing 
our voting system. 

Earlier this year, President Bush signed the 
Second Chance Act into law, signaling a 
greater awareness of the need to implement 
policies to aid the reintegration of our ex-felon 
community. This legislation is the next step in 
restoring the ex-felon community to full citizen-
ship. Denying voting rights to ex-offenders de-
nies them the opportunity to fully participate 
and contribute to their society. Disenfranchise-
ment laws isolate and alienate ex-offenders 
and serve as one more obstacle in their at-
tempt to successfully reintegrate into society. 

The legislation is a narrowly crafted effort to 
expand voting rights for ex-felons while pro-
tecting State prerogatives to generally estab-
lish voting qualifications. The legislation would 
only apply to persons who have been released 
from prison, and it would only apply to Federal 
elections. As such, our bill is fully consistent 
with constitutional requirements established by 
the Supreme Court in a series of decisions up-
holding Federal voting rights laws. 

In past Congresses, voting restoration legis-
lation has been supported by a broad coalition 
of groups interested in voting and civil rights, 
including the NAACP, ACLU, the National 
Council of Churches (National and Wash-
ington Office), the National Urban League, the 
Human Rights Watch, and the Lawyers Com-
mittee for Civil Rights, among many others. 

The practice of many States denying voting 
rights to former felons represents a vestige 
from a time when suffrage was denied to 
whole classes of our population based on 
race, gender, religion, national origin, and 
property. I believe that we fail not only ex- 

offenders by denying them the right to vote, 
but the rest of a society that has struggled 
throughout its history to be legitimate and in-
clusive. 

Just like poll taxes and literacy tests pre-
vented an entire class of citizens, namely Afri-
can Americans, from integrating into society 
after centuries of slavery, felon disenfranchise-
ment laws prevent ex-offenders from reinte-
grating into society after retribution. It is long 
past time that these restrictions be relegated 
to unenlightened history. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, pursuant to the Republican 
Leadership standards on earmarks, I am sub-
mitting the following information for publication 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD regarding ear-
marks I received as part of H.R. 2638, the Fis-
cal Year 2009 Consolidated Security, Disaster 
Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations 
Act. 

Requesting Member: Representative LIN-
COLN DIAZ-BALART (FL–21). 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638. 
Account: Army, RDT&E. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Lehman 

Injury Research Center (Ryder Trauma Cen-
ter). 

Address of Requesting Entity: 1800 NW 
10th Avenue, Miami, FL 33136. 

Description of Request: The funding would 
be used for the Army Trauma Training Center 
(ATTC) at the Ryder Trauma Center situated 
in the University of Miami/Jackson Memorial 
Medical Center. The ATTC has functioned as 
the national training center for U.S. Army For-
ward Surgical Teams (FSTs) since 2001. 
Monthly, the ATTC conducts a 14-day training 
program for deploying FSTs in order to im-
prove clinical skills and teamwork. The re-
sources of the Ryder Trauma Center and the 
William Lehman Injury Research Center 
present a unique opportunity to develop and 
evaluate new and innovative diagnostic and 
treatment tools and point-of-care information 
systems to maximize the care of injured sol-
diers. The Ryder Trauma Center is developing 
diagnostics and devices to enhance the capa-
bility of first responders to effectively treat cas-
ualties as close to the geographic location and 
time of the injury as possible. Since January 
2001, the Army Trauma Training Center, in 
conjunction with the Ryder Trauma Center, 
has trained over 25 forward surgical teams 
and more than 650 Army personnel in active 
duty and reserve components—two-thirds of 
all forward surgical teams in the U.S. Army— 
supporting over 75,000 combat troops. 

BUDGET PLAN 
Lehman Injury Research Center (Ryder 

Trauma Center) will likely receive $5 million in 
CR/FY 2009 DOD. 

SALARIES 
Faculty, $419,195.00; Staff, $1,349,209.00. 
Total Salaries (includes fringe benefits), 

$1,769,194.00. 

Telemedicine equipment, $300,000.00. 
Minor other equipment, $70,000.00. 
Software licenses, $120,000.00. 
Programming consultants, $500,000.00. 
Minor supplies, $387,000.00. 
Total equipment, $1,377,000.00. 
Grand total, $3,146,194.00. 
Indirect costs, $853,806.00. 
TATRC 20 percent, $1,000,000.00. 
Total Award, $5,000,000.00. 
Requesting Member: Representative LIN-

COLN DIAZ-BALART (FL–21). 
Bill Number: H.R. 2638. 
Account: Army, RDT&E. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Heavy 

Fuel Burning Engines for UAVs (Locust USA, 
Inc.). 

Address of Requesting Entity: 8312 NW 
74th Avenue, Miami, FL 33166. 

Description of Request: The funding will be 
used to accelerate development of very small 
engines (Microturbines) to meet present re-
quirements at the Department of Defense. 
During the past 18 months Locust USA has 
made significant advancements in the design 
of the product, and bringing to test the small-
est turbine engine (5 horsepower). A version 
of this engine was selected in September 
2006 to power the Army’s FCS (Future Com-
bat System) Class I UAV. The DOD is cur-
rently in the process of purchasing nearly 500 
MAVs (Micro Air Vehicles) for special mis-
sions; all are powered by a gasoline engine in-
stead of the heavy fuel requirements that 
would be preferred under this project. 

BUDGET PLAN 
$800,000 of the FY 09 funds are to be used 

to refine performance and durability of proto-
type heavy fuel propulsion systems in the 40 
to 70 horsepower class. 

$1,200,000 will be used for the power range 
of 5 to 10 horsepower engines, to include the 
original heavy fuel system that was to power 
the MAV (Micro Air Vehicle). 

Specifically, improvements in component ef-
ficiency which will lead to improvements in 
basic performance (horsepower, fuel con-
sumption, and internal electrical power gen-
eration) as well as durability of bearings, im-
proved castings of critical parts that operate at 
speeds as high as 230,000 RPM. 

Requesting Member: Representative LIN-
COLN DIAZ-BALART (FL–21). 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638. 
Account: Army, RDT&E. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Medium- 

Sized Unmanned Ground Vehicles Platform 
(Phoenix Worldwide Industries). 

Address of Requesting Entity: 10780 SW 
190th Street, Miami, FL 33351. 

Description of Request: The funding will be 
used to develop and implement smaller, light-
weight command platforms with reduced 
power requirements for biological, video and 
systematic sensors to be installed to function 
with medium-sized Unmanned Ground Vehi-
cles. Phoenix Worldwide mobile command 
platforms would be fitted onto military vehicles. 
This effort would be overseen and directed by 
the Robotic and Joint Center for Unmanned 
Ground Vehicles at TARDEC, the attending 
agency. 

Unmanned Ground Vehicles and Robotics 
are of high importance to our warfighters. The 
U.S. military is currently using numerous types 
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