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How fortunate are we all that the Academy’s 

board and leadership secured the talent and 
vision of the brilliant Italian architect Renzo 
Piano, who transformed this noted science 
museum into an architectural triumph and for-
ward-looking example of energy-efficient de-
sign. The Academy also benefited greatly from 
the crusading spirit of former executive direc-
tor Pat Kociolek, whose enthusiasm for a 21st 
century natural history center became infec-
tious. 

The California Academy of Sciences is 
home to the Steinhart Aquarium, Kimball Nat-
ural History Museum, Morrison Planetarium 
and world-class research and education pro-
grams. The magnificent new site boasts a four 
story living rainforest, an awe-inspiring corral 
reef ecosystem, a living roof of California na-
tive plants which is an engineering marvel of 
seven hills reflecting San Francisco’s land-
scape. The Academy is committed to pre-
serving natural habitats and protecting essen-
tial natural resources. 

San Francisco prides itself on being a 
model for the Nation, indeed the world, when 
it comes to preserving our beautiful planet for 
future generations. Therefore, it is fitting that 
the California Academy of Sciences will be the 
greenest nature museum in the world and 
stands with the deYoung to make Golden 
Gate Park a destination of world-class muse-
ums. 

This extraordinary renovation of the Acad-
emy benefited greatly from large private phi-
lanthropy, due in great part to the tireless work 
of the Academy’s Board of Trustees, led by 
the task force of William Wilson, Martha 
Knopf, George Montgomery and Richard Bing-
ham. the renovation also benefited from fund-
ing from the city and the state, and I am espe-
cially pleased my colleagues in Congress 
joined me to obtain $8 million in federal invest-
ment for this innovative project. 

My five children, like so many others, spent 
endless hours exploring the boundless treas-
ures of the academy. Now this magnificent 
new building will inspire and educate scores of 
children, scientists and environmental leaders 
to explore and protect our natural world. I am 
proud to represent this world-class, eco-friend-
ly institution, and look forward to introducing 
my grandchildren to its wonders. 
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NEED FOR COMPREHENSIVE 
IMMIGRATION REFORM 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, Americans 
continue to work hard in these tough eco-
nomic times. 

As in the past, today’s immigrants supply 
the limitless stream of ability, hard work, and 
innovation that improve the economic life of 
our nation. 

Like the immigrant founders of this country, 
today’s immigrants improve the economic life 
of America. 

Immigrants also provide the amazing diver-
sity that makes America what it is, what 
makes us unique among all the nations in the 
world. 

However, we must remember that injustice 
for any person leads to injustice for all. If there 
are people without rights, it puts us all at risk. 

Denying justice and human rights to any 
group of people is Un-American. 

I urge my colleagues to support comprehen-
sive immigration reform and fix this broken im-
migration system. 
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PREDICTION OF A FINANCIAL 
CRISIS 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, as our Nation faces a financial crisis, 
I wish to submit the following article, ‘‘Fannie 
Mae Eases Credit To Aid Mortgage Lending,’’ 
published in The New York Times on Sep-
tember 30, 1999. Special recognition should 
be given to those who recognized early on the 
dangers inherent in easing credit requirements 
for housing loans—including Peter Wallison of 
the American Enterprise Institute. 
FANNIE MAE EASES CREDIT TO AID MORTGAGE 

LENDING 

(By Steven A. Holmes) 

In a move that could help increase home 
ownership rates among minorities and low- 
income consumers, the Fannie Mae Corpora-
tion is easing the credit requirements on 
loans that it will purchase from banks and 
other lenders. 

The action, which will begin as a pilot pro-
gram involving 24 banks in 15 markets—in-
cluding the New York metropolitan region— 
will encourage those banks to extend home 
mortgages to individuals whose credit is gen-
erally not good enough to qualify for conven-
tional loans. Fannie Mae officials say they 
hope to make it a nationwide program by 
next spring. 

Fannie Mae, the nation’s biggest under-
writer of home mortgages, has been under in-
creasing pressure from the Clinton Adminis-
tration to expand mortgage loans among low 
and moderate income people and felt pres-
sure from stock holders to maintain its phe-
nomenal growth in profits. 

In addition, banks, thrift institutions and 
mortgage companies have been pressing 
Fannie Mae to help them make more loans 
to so-called subprime borrowers. These bor-
rowers whose incomes, credit ratings and 
savings are not good enough to qualify for 
conventional loans, can only get loans from 
finance companies that charge much higher 
interest rates—anywhere from three to four 
percentage points higher than conventional 
loans. 

‘‘Fannie Mae has expanded home owner-
ship for millions of families in the 1990’s by 
reducing down payment requirements,’’ said 
Franklin D. Raines, Fannie Mae’s chairman 
and chief executive officer. ‘‘Yet there re-
main too many borrowers whose credit is 
just a notch below what our underwriting 
has required who have been relegated to pay-
ing significantly higher mortgage rates in 
the so-called subprime market.’’ 

Demographic information on these bor-
rowers is sketchy. But at least one study in-
dicates that 18 percent of the loans in the 
subprime market went to black borrowers, 
compared to 5 per cent of loans in the con-
ventional loan market. 

In moving, even tentatively, into this new 
area of lending, Fannie Mae is taking on sig-
nificantly more risk, which may not pose 
any difficulties during flush economic times. 
But the government-subsidized corporation 
may run into trouble in an economic down-
turn, prompting a government rescue similar 
to that of the savings and loan industry in 
the 1980’s. 

‘‘From the perspective of many people, in-
cluding me, this is another thrift industry 
growing up around us,’’ said Peter Wallison a 
resident fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute. ‘‘If they fail, the government will 
have to step up and bail them out the way it 
stepped up and bailed out the thrift indus-
try.’’ 

Under Fannie Mae’s pilot program, con-
sumers who qualify can secure a mortgage 
with an interest rate one percentage point 
above that of a conventional, 30-year fixed 
rate mortgage of less than $240,000—a rate 
that currently averages about 7.76 per cent. 
If the borrower makes his or her monthly 
payments on time for two years, the one per-
centage point premium is dropped. 

Fannie Mae, the nation’s biggest under-
writer of home mortgages, does not lend 
money directly to consumers. Instead, it 
purchases loans that banks make on what is 
called the secondary market. By expanding 
the type of loans that it will buy, Fannie 
Mae is hoping to spur banks to make more 
loans to people with less-than-stellar credit 
ratings. 

Fannie Mae officials stress that the new 
mortgages will be extended to all potential 
borrowers who can qualify for a mortgage. 
But they add that the move is intended in 
part to increase the number of minority and 
low income home owners who tend to have 
worse credit ratings than non-Hispanic 
whites. 

Home ownership has, in fact, exploded 
among minorities during the economic boom 
of the 1990’s. The number of mortgages ex-
tended to Hispanic applicants jumped by 87.2 
per cent from 1993 to 1998, according to Har-
vard University’s Joint Center for Housing 
Studies. During that same period the number 
of African Americans who got mortgages to 
buy a home increased by 71.9 per cent and 
the number of Asian Americans by 46.3 per 
cent. 

In contrast, the number of non-Hispanic 
whites who received loans for homes in-
creased by 31.2 per cent. 

Despite these gains, home ownership rates 
for minorities continue to lag behind non- 
Hispanic whites, in part because blacks and 
Hispanics in particular tend to have on aver-
age worse credit ratings. 

In July, the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development proposed that by the 
year 2001, 50 percent of Fannie Mae’s and 
Freddie Mac’s portfolio be made up of loans 
to low and moderate-income borrowers. Last 
year, 44 percent of the loans Fannie Mae pur-
chased were from these groups. 

The change in policy also comes at the 
same time that HUD is investigating allega-
tions of racial discrimination in the auto-
mated underwriting systems used by Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac to determine the cred-
it-worthiness of credit applicants. 
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HONORING MAJOR GENERAL RITA 

ARAGON 

HON. MARY FALLIN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Ms. FALLIN. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to commend and congratulate retired Major 
General Rita Aragon, who has been named 
Woman of the Year by the Journal Record 
business newspaper in Oklahoma City. 

Rita Aragon’s story is an inspiration to all 
women. As a single mother working as public 
school teacher, she joined the Oklahoma Air 
National Guard more than 30 years ago. In 
1989 she became the first unit commander in 
the Guard, and by 2003 she had risen to the 
rank of Brigadier General. As a major General 
she served on active duty as assistant to the 
commander of air education and training and 
later as assistant to the chief of Staff Man-
power and Personnel in the Pentagon. Since 
her retirement she has returned to education 
as director of advance programs at the Col-
lege of Continuing Education at the University 
of Oklahoma. 

Throughout her career, Rita Aragon has 
given her time and talent to many community 
organizations and served on the boards of 
many of those groups. During Oklahoma’s re-
sponse to the 1995 federal building bombing 
in Oklahoma City she helped lead the military 
contingent at ground zero. I am honored to 
recognize Rita Aragon’s life of service to her 
Nation, state and city. 

f 

HONORING SHERRY FRIEDLANDER 
OLSEN 

HON. RON KLEIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to commend my constituent, Sher-
ry Friedlander Olsen, on being named Flor-
ida’s Outstanding Older Worker for 2008. This 
year marks the eleventh year Experience 
Works has recognized remarkable individuals, 
65 and older, who continue to make valuable 
contributions in the workplace through the 
Prime Time Awards. 

Experience Works is a national organization 
that seeks to improve the lives of every day 
Americans through community service, training 
and empowering seniors through the dignity of 
work. Sherry Friedlander was given this honor 
on account of her revolutionary program that 
helps find missing children, elderly people and 
disabled individuals by enabling law enforce-
ment agencies to get the word out quickly. 

Sherry is the founder of A Child Is Missing 
and currently serves as the program’s Execu-
tive Director. Since its inception, her program 
has assisted in the safe recovery of over 380 
missing people. 

A native of Cincinnati, Ohio, Sherry came to 
Fort Lauderdale in 1964 to marry her hus-
band, George. Since then, Sherry has re-
mained committed to helping those in need. 
Her tireless work has been recognized in Con-

gress with the passing of H.R. 5464, A Child 
Is Missing Alert and Recovery Center Act. 
This bill expands the widely-praised South 
Florida nonprofit organization into a national 
program with regional centers under the De-
partment of Justice. The bill passed with the 
support of more than two thirds of this distin-
guished chamber. 

For her achievements, Mrs. Friedlander 
Olsen has received the prestigious J. Edgar 
Hoover award for Distinguished Public Service 
and was named the Kiwanian of the Year. It 
is now my distinct pleasure to congratulate 
Sherry Friedlander Olsen as Florida’s Out-
standing Older Worker of 2008. 

f 

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND COUN-
SELING SERVICES 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a Maine organization that provides vital 
services to our State. 

In 1883 a group of church women organized 
the Associated Charities, a coalition of church 
and voluntary charitable organizations located 
in and around Bangor, Maine. The organiza-
tion has gone through many name changes, 
but its mission and dedication have remained 
the same: to improve the lives of vulnerable 
children and adults in Maine. 

Now known as the Community Health and 
Counseling Services, the program has contin-
ually modernized its services to meet the 
changing needs of the community. Today, it 
brings many services directly to clients in the 
comfort of their home. The agency is a signifi-
cant employer of home health and mental 
health professionals throughout the State. The 
program excels at helping children and fami-
lies meet the challenges of modem life by pro-
viding services they need and value. Commu-
nity Health and Counseling Services has con-
tinued to expand their service area by opening 
additional offices throughout Maine. 

On October 15, 2008, the Community 
Health and Counseling Services will celebrate 
its 125th anniversary. I congratulate this orga-
nization and the many people who, over the 
course of many years, have contributed their 
time and resources to help thousands of 
Mainers in need. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR REAL SEX 
EDUCATION 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express my strong support for real sexual edu-
cation. In my home state of California, sexual 
health education taught in public schools must 
be medically accurate, bias-free, and age ap-
propriate. Comprehensive sex education is 
needed to truly address the rise in sexually 

transmitted infections and the rise in teenage 
pregnancies among communities of color. 

I am working to reduce teen pregnancy in 
the Latino community, Despite the arguments 
of the current administration, abstinence-only 
education has not proven to be effective. For 
the first time in 15 years, teen birth rates are 
increasing in the United States. Fifty-three per-
cent of Latina teens become pregnant at least 
once before age 20. These appalling statistics 
are why I introduced H.R. 468, the Commu-
nities of Color Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Act. This legislation would provide additional 
funding to support teen pregnancy prevention 
efforts in our communities and schools and for 
research about teen pregnancy in at-risk com-
munities. 

We need to protect the future of our children 
by committing to providing comprehensive, 
medically accurate sex education. I am proud 
that several Planned Parenthood centers are 
located in my district in the San Gabriel Val-
ley. I know that many of my constituents rely 
on health information from Planned Parent-
hood clinics such as the EI Monte Medical 
Center and East Los Angeles Medical Center. 

Recently, I invited Andreina Cordova, a 
teenage Planned Parenthood peer advocate in 
Los Angeles, to discuss her work with the 
Ujima program at the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Public Policy Conference. I was im-
pressed by her commitment to provide sexual 
health information and promote responsible 
behavior among teens. 

I also strongly support the efforts of Planned 
Parenthood’s successful promotoras program. 
Promotoras visit schools, homes and commu-
nity centers to educate families about repro-
ductive health and teen pregnancy prevention. 
We need to provide comprehensive sex edu-
cation in schools instead of wasting valuable 
dollars on ineffective abstinence-only pro-
grams. Some states agree. In fact, California 
is one of few states in our country that rejects 
federal abstinence-only sex education funding 
in order to provide students with accurate 
comprehensive sex education. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support comprehensive, medically accurate 
sex education so that we can reduce the num-
ber of teenage pregnancies and sexually 
transmitted infections. I look forward to work-
ing with a new administration to ensure that 
our younger generations will be provided with 
real, medically accurate sexual health informa-
tion. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE IOWA ARMY 
NATIONAL GUARD 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Iowa Army National Guard 
for being recognized as the Best Installation 
Management Program in the nation during the 
Army National Guard’s Construction and Facil-
ity Management Officers annual conference in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Iowa scored 902 points out of 1,000 and 
was the only state to receive a Gold Award in 
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