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HONORING MAJOR GENERAL RITA 

ARAGON 

HON. MARY FALLIN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Ms. FALLIN. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to commend and congratulate retired Major 
General Rita Aragon, who has been named 
Woman of the Year by the Journal Record 
business newspaper in Oklahoma City. 

Rita Aragon’s story is an inspiration to all 
women. As a single mother working as public 
school teacher, she joined the Oklahoma Air 
National Guard more than 30 years ago. In 
1989 she became the first unit commander in 
the Guard, and by 2003 she had risen to the 
rank of Brigadier General. As a major General 
she served on active duty as assistant to the 
commander of air education and training and 
later as assistant to the chief of Staff Man-
power and Personnel in the Pentagon. Since 
her retirement she has returned to education 
as director of advance programs at the Col-
lege of Continuing Education at the University 
of Oklahoma. 

Throughout her career, Rita Aragon has 
given her time and talent to many community 
organizations and served on the boards of 
many of those groups. During Oklahoma’s re-
sponse to the 1995 federal building bombing 
in Oklahoma City she helped lead the military 
contingent at ground zero. I am honored to 
recognize Rita Aragon’s life of service to her 
Nation, state and city. 
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HONORING SHERRY FRIEDLANDER 
OLSEN 

HON. RON KLEIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to commend my constituent, Sher-
ry Friedlander Olsen, on being named Flor-
ida’s Outstanding Older Worker for 2008. This 
year marks the eleventh year Experience 
Works has recognized remarkable individuals, 
65 and older, who continue to make valuable 
contributions in the workplace through the 
Prime Time Awards. 

Experience Works is a national organization 
that seeks to improve the lives of every day 
Americans through community service, training 
and empowering seniors through the dignity of 
work. Sherry Friedlander was given this honor 
on account of her revolutionary program that 
helps find missing children, elderly people and 
disabled individuals by enabling law enforce-
ment agencies to get the word out quickly. 

Sherry is the founder of A Child Is Missing 
and currently serves as the program’s Execu-
tive Director. Since its inception, her program 
has assisted in the safe recovery of over 380 
missing people. 

A native of Cincinnati, Ohio, Sherry came to 
Fort Lauderdale in 1964 to marry her hus-
band, George. Since then, Sherry has re-
mained committed to helping those in need. 
Her tireless work has been recognized in Con-

gress with the passing of H.R. 5464, A Child 
Is Missing Alert and Recovery Center Act. 
This bill expands the widely-praised South 
Florida nonprofit organization into a national 
program with regional centers under the De-
partment of Justice. The bill passed with the 
support of more than two thirds of this distin-
guished chamber. 

For her achievements, Mrs. Friedlander 
Olsen has received the prestigious J. Edgar 
Hoover award for Distinguished Public Service 
and was named the Kiwanian of the Year. It 
is now my distinct pleasure to congratulate 
Sherry Friedlander Olsen as Florida’s Out-
standing Older Worker of 2008. 
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COMMUNITY HEALTH AND COUN-
SELING SERVICES 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a Maine organization that provides vital 
services to our State. 

In 1883 a group of church women organized 
the Associated Charities, a coalition of church 
and voluntary charitable organizations located 
in and around Bangor, Maine. The organiza-
tion has gone through many name changes, 
but its mission and dedication have remained 
the same: to improve the lives of vulnerable 
children and adults in Maine. 

Now known as the Community Health and 
Counseling Services, the program has contin-
ually modernized its services to meet the 
changing needs of the community. Today, it 
brings many services directly to clients in the 
comfort of their home. The agency is a signifi-
cant employer of home health and mental 
health professionals throughout the State. The 
program excels at helping children and fami-
lies meet the challenges of modem life by pro-
viding services they need and value. Commu-
nity Health and Counseling Services has con-
tinued to expand their service area by opening 
additional offices throughout Maine. 

On October 15, 2008, the Community 
Health and Counseling Services will celebrate 
its 125th anniversary. I congratulate this orga-
nization and the many people who, over the 
course of many years, have contributed their 
time and resources to help thousands of 
Mainers in need. 
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SUPPORT FOR REAL SEX 
EDUCATION 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express my strong support for real sexual edu-
cation. In my home state of California, sexual 
health education taught in public schools must 
be medically accurate, bias-free, and age ap-
propriate. Comprehensive sex education is 
needed to truly address the rise in sexually 

transmitted infections and the rise in teenage 
pregnancies among communities of color. 

I am working to reduce teen pregnancy in 
the Latino community, Despite the arguments 
of the current administration, abstinence-only 
education has not proven to be effective. For 
the first time in 15 years, teen birth rates are 
increasing in the United States. Fifty-three per-
cent of Latina teens become pregnant at least 
once before age 20. These appalling statistics 
are why I introduced H.R. 468, the Commu-
nities of Color Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Act. This legislation would provide additional 
funding to support teen pregnancy prevention 
efforts in our communities and schools and for 
research about teen pregnancy in at-risk com-
munities. 

We need to protect the future of our children 
by committing to providing comprehensive, 
medically accurate sex education. I am proud 
that several Planned Parenthood centers are 
located in my district in the San Gabriel Val-
ley. I know that many of my constituents rely 
on health information from Planned Parent-
hood clinics such as the EI Monte Medical 
Center and East Los Angeles Medical Center. 

Recently, I invited Andreina Cordova, a 
teenage Planned Parenthood peer advocate in 
Los Angeles, to discuss her work with the 
Ujima program at the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Public Policy Conference. I was im-
pressed by her commitment to provide sexual 
health information and promote responsible 
behavior among teens. 

I also strongly support the efforts of Planned 
Parenthood’s successful promotoras program. 
Promotoras visit schools, homes and commu-
nity centers to educate families about repro-
ductive health and teen pregnancy prevention. 
We need to provide comprehensive sex edu-
cation in schools instead of wasting valuable 
dollars on ineffective abstinence-only pro-
grams. Some states agree. In fact, California 
is one of few states in our country that rejects 
federal abstinence-only sex education funding 
in order to provide students with accurate 
comprehensive sex education. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support comprehensive, medically accurate 
sex education so that we can reduce the num-
ber of teenage pregnancies and sexually 
transmitted infections. I look forward to work-
ing with a new administration to ensure that 
our younger generations will be provided with 
real, medically accurate sexual health informa-
tion. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE IOWA ARMY 
NATIONAL GUARD 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Iowa Army National Guard 
for being recognized as the Best Installation 
Management Program in the nation during the 
Army National Guard’s Construction and Facil-
ity Management Officers annual conference in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Iowa scored 902 points out of 1,000 and 
was the only state to receive a Gold Award in 
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