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HONORING MAJOR GENERAL RITA 

ARAGON 

HON. MARY FALLIN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Ms. FALLIN. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to commend and congratulate retired Major 
General Rita Aragon, who has been named 
Woman of the Year by the Journal Record 
business newspaper in Oklahoma City. 

Rita Aragon’s story is an inspiration to all 
women. As a single mother working as public 
school teacher, she joined the Oklahoma Air 
National Guard more than 30 years ago. In 
1989 she became the first unit commander in 
the Guard, and by 2003 she had risen to the 
rank of Brigadier General. As a major General 
she served on active duty as assistant to the 
commander of air education and training and 
later as assistant to the chief of Staff Man-
power and Personnel in the Pentagon. Since 
her retirement she has returned to education 
as director of advance programs at the Col-
lege of Continuing Education at the University 
of Oklahoma. 

Throughout her career, Rita Aragon has 
given her time and talent to many community 
organizations and served on the boards of 
many of those groups. During Oklahoma’s re-
sponse to the 1995 federal building bombing 
in Oklahoma City she helped lead the military 
contingent at ground zero. I am honored to 
recognize Rita Aragon’s life of service to her 
Nation, state and city. 

f 

HONORING SHERRY FRIEDLANDER 
OLSEN 

HON. RON KLEIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to commend my constituent, Sher-
ry Friedlander Olsen, on being named Flor-
ida’s Outstanding Older Worker for 2008. This 
year marks the eleventh year Experience 
Works has recognized remarkable individuals, 
65 and older, who continue to make valuable 
contributions in the workplace through the 
Prime Time Awards. 

Experience Works is a national organization 
that seeks to improve the lives of every day 
Americans through community service, training 
and empowering seniors through the dignity of 
work. Sherry Friedlander was given this honor 
on account of her revolutionary program that 
helps find missing children, elderly people and 
disabled individuals by enabling law enforce-
ment agencies to get the word out quickly. 

Sherry is the founder of A Child Is Missing 
and currently serves as the program’s Execu-
tive Director. Since its inception, her program 
has assisted in the safe recovery of over 380 
missing people. 

A native of Cincinnati, Ohio, Sherry came to 
Fort Lauderdale in 1964 to marry her hus-
band, George. Since then, Sherry has re-
mained committed to helping those in need. 
Her tireless work has been recognized in Con-

gress with the passing of H.R. 5464, A Child 
Is Missing Alert and Recovery Center Act. 
This bill expands the widely-praised South 
Florida nonprofit organization into a national 
program with regional centers under the De-
partment of Justice. The bill passed with the 
support of more than two thirds of this distin-
guished chamber. 

For her achievements, Mrs. Friedlander 
Olsen has received the prestigious J. Edgar 
Hoover award for Distinguished Public Service 
and was named the Kiwanian of the Year. It 
is now my distinct pleasure to congratulate 
Sherry Friedlander Olsen as Florida’s Out-
standing Older Worker of 2008. 

f 

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND COUN-
SELING SERVICES 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a Maine organization that provides vital 
services to our State. 

In 1883 a group of church women organized 
the Associated Charities, a coalition of church 
and voluntary charitable organizations located 
in and around Bangor, Maine. The organiza-
tion has gone through many name changes, 
but its mission and dedication have remained 
the same: to improve the lives of vulnerable 
children and adults in Maine. 

Now known as the Community Health and 
Counseling Services, the program has contin-
ually modernized its services to meet the 
changing needs of the community. Today, it 
brings many services directly to clients in the 
comfort of their home. The agency is a signifi-
cant employer of home health and mental 
health professionals throughout the State. The 
program excels at helping children and fami-
lies meet the challenges of modem life by pro-
viding services they need and value. Commu-
nity Health and Counseling Services has con-
tinued to expand their service area by opening 
additional offices throughout Maine. 

On October 15, 2008, the Community 
Health and Counseling Services will celebrate 
its 125th anniversary. I congratulate this orga-
nization and the many people who, over the 
course of many years, have contributed their 
time and resources to help thousands of 
Mainers in need. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR REAL SEX 
EDUCATION 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express my strong support for real sexual edu-
cation. In my home state of California, sexual 
health education taught in public schools must 
be medically accurate, bias-free, and age ap-
propriate. Comprehensive sex education is 
needed to truly address the rise in sexually 

transmitted infections and the rise in teenage 
pregnancies among communities of color. 

I am working to reduce teen pregnancy in 
the Latino community, Despite the arguments 
of the current administration, abstinence-only 
education has not proven to be effective. For 
the first time in 15 years, teen birth rates are 
increasing in the United States. Fifty-three per-
cent of Latina teens become pregnant at least 
once before age 20. These appalling statistics 
are why I introduced H.R. 468, the Commu-
nities of Color Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Act. This legislation would provide additional 
funding to support teen pregnancy prevention 
efforts in our communities and schools and for 
research about teen pregnancy in at-risk com-
munities. 

We need to protect the future of our children 
by committing to providing comprehensive, 
medically accurate sex education. I am proud 
that several Planned Parenthood centers are 
located in my district in the San Gabriel Val-
ley. I know that many of my constituents rely 
on health information from Planned Parent-
hood clinics such as the EI Monte Medical 
Center and East Los Angeles Medical Center. 

Recently, I invited Andreina Cordova, a 
teenage Planned Parenthood peer advocate in 
Los Angeles, to discuss her work with the 
Ujima program at the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Public Policy Conference. I was im-
pressed by her commitment to provide sexual 
health information and promote responsible 
behavior among teens. 

I also strongly support the efforts of Planned 
Parenthood’s successful promotoras program. 
Promotoras visit schools, homes and commu-
nity centers to educate families about repro-
ductive health and teen pregnancy prevention. 
We need to provide comprehensive sex edu-
cation in schools instead of wasting valuable 
dollars on ineffective abstinence-only pro-
grams. Some states agree. In fact, California 
is one of few states in our country that rejects 
federal abstinence-only sex education funding 
in order to provide students with accurate 
comprehensive sex education. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support comprehensive, medically accurate 
sex education so that we can reduce the num-
ber of teenage pregnancies and sexually 
transmitted infections. I look forward to work-
ing with a new administration to ensure that 
our younger generations will be provided with 
real, medically accurate sexual health informa-
tion. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE IOWA ARMY 
NATIONAL GUARD 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Iowa Army National Guard 
for being recognized as the Best Installation 
Management Program in the nation during the 
Army National Guard’s Construction and Facil-
ity Management Officers annual conference in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Iowa scored 902 points out of 1,000 and 
was the only state to receive a Gold Award in 
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the installation management program. The 
Iowa Army National Guard has had a history 
of putting an emphasis on installations and 
stresses the importance of setting goals to 
provide facilities that make our Soldiers and 
citizens proud, which has included important 
modernization efforts such as improving ac-
commodations for female Soldiers. It also pro-
vides continuing education for all Iowa Army 
National Guard installation management pro-
fessionals to help them become the best they 
can be on the job. 

The Iowa National Guard, which has 42 ar-
mories, continues to make Iowa and our na-
tion proud through its dedicated service. It is 
an honor to represent Installations Division 
Chief Col. Michael Bouchard, Construction 
and Facilities Management Officer Col. Scott 
Ayres and all those involved in installations at 
the Iowa Army National Guard in the United 
States Congress and I wish them success in 
their future work. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN LINCOLN 

HON. JOHN R. ‘‘RANDY’’ KUHL, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the retirement of New 
York Farm Bureau President John Lincoln. 

Throughout his career, John has proven 
time and again his commitment to bolstering 
our agriculture industry here in New York 
State. 

During his 12 years as President of the New 
York Farm Bureau, John has made a signifi-
cant impact on our State’s agricultural industry 
at every level. He has been a tireless advo-
cate for the industry and he has never failed 
to communicate his enthusiasm for agriculture. 
As a member of many boards and task forces, 
John is one of the most respected and de-
voted members of our agricultural community. 

In the words of John himself, ‘‘farming is a 
challenging business, and without farm bureau 
working for farmers, farmers simply wouldn’t 
have a voice. We’re too busy farming.’’ 

Yet, through it all he remained a farmer, op-
erating a dairy farm with his wife Anne. 

The farm has expanded over the years to 
include his daughter Julie and son Mike, en-
suring that the next generation will keep farm-
ing in upstate N.Y. 

John Lincoln has been an outstanding lead-
er and advocate for strengthening the agri-
culture industry in New York and across the 
Nation, and for that, I thank him and wish him 
the best in his retirement. 

LINCOLN TO RETIRE AS FARM BUREAU CHIEF 
(By Julie Sherwood) 

EAST BLOOMFIELD.—John Lincoln will re-
tire in December as president of the New 
York State Farm Bureau after 14 years as 
head of the agriculture advocacy organiza-
tion that includes 52 county farm bureaus 
statewide. 

‘‘I am so honored to have been a part of 
this wonderful, farmer-driven organization 
for all of these years,’’ stated Lincoln, an 
East Bloomfield dairy farmer. ‘‘It’s been a 
place where, working together, we’ve been 
able to positively advocate for real changes 

in public policy which have made a dif-
ference in the ability of family farmers to 
live and farm and thrive in New York. 

‘‘Farming is a challenging business, and 
without Farm Bureau working for farmers 
with a constant presence in Albany and D.C., 
farmers simply wouldn’t have a voice. We’re 
too busy farming,’’ he added. 

Delegates from each of the 52 counties in 
the bureau will vote for a new president at a 
two-day meeting in Albany in December. 

Lincoln, who served 29 years on the state 
Farm Bureau’s board of directors, said he 
thinks it’s time for ‘‘the next crop of farm 
leaders to take their turn’’ leading the orga-
nization. 

During his tenure, Lincoln took part in 
major victories for farmers including revi-
sions to the agricultural-assessment pro-
gram, the beginning of the farmland-protec-
tion program, passage of the farmers’ school 
property-tax credit, authorizing interstate 
shipment of wine, incentive programs to en-
courage on-farm production of renewable en-
ergy and the recent boost of funding for spe-
cialty crops through the federal Farm Bill 
passed this year. 

‘‘John has been a great asset for New York 
agriculture,’’ said Laura Pedersen, president 
of the Ontario County Farm Bureau. ‘‘We 
will miss him representing us’’ at both the 
state and national level. 

In addition to being president of the state 
Farm Bureau, with its 30,000 member fami-
lies, Lincoln also serves on the American 
Farm Bureau Federation’s board of direc-
tors. In that role Lincoln has been involved 
in numerous immigration, trade, and envi-
ronmental policy issues. 

Lincoln ‘‘has played a key role in improv-
ing the financial well-being and quality of 
life for New York farmers,’’ stated American 
Farm Bureau Federation President Bob 
Stallman. New York State Agriculture Com-
missioner Patrick Hooker said Lincoln 
leaves ‘‘a legacy on agricultural policy that 
will remain for decades.’’ 

Prior to becoming president in 1994, Lin-
coln was state Farm Bureau vice president 
for nine years and also served as the county 
president for Ontario County Farm Bureau. 

Lincoln owns and operates Linholm Dairy 
LLC with his wife, Anne, and their children, 
Mike Lincoln and Julie Pellett. 

f 

NELSON OSTIGUY IS SOUTH-
EASTERN MASSACHUSETTS VET-
ERAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, one of the most important organiza-
tions in the district I represent in terms of pro-
viding needed service to people who deserve 
our help is the Southeastern Massachusetts 
Veterans Housing Program, Inc. This group of 
dedicated and compassionate individuals 
maintains the Veterans Transition House and 
the Women’s Veteran Transition House. One 
of the things they do annually as part of their 
overall program is to present a Southeastern 
Massachusetts Veteran of the Year Award. On 
November 6 of this year, that award will be 
presented to an extremely deserving indi-
vidual—Nelson Ostiguy. Mr. Ostiguy is now 
the Senior Executive Aide to the very able 

Mayor of New Bedford, Scott Lang. The lead-
ers of the veterans program correctly describe 
Mr. Ostiguy as a ‘‘behind the scenes type of 
person who is always there helping out but 
never seeking the recognition or limelight.’’ 

I am glad that his friends, admirers and the 
beneficiaries of his many good works have de-
cided to give him a little limelight whether he 
likes it or not. And I am especially pleased to 
be able to add this tribute to him so that all of 
my colleagues can read about him because 
he is a very fitting model for others to emulate. 

Nelson Ostiguy joined the Marines when he 
was 18, and served for 4 years, including 
combat service in Vietnam. He was the recipi-
ent of a number of medals in recognition of his 
courage. After a job in the private sector, he 
joined the Massachusetts State Police in May 
1969, and served there for 27 years, and, as 
in his Marine service, he received frequent 
decorations for his bravery and good works. 
Since his retirement as Lt. Colonel/Assistant 
Superintendent of the Massachusetts State 
Police, he was the Associate Director of the 
Harvard University Police Department, put his 
dedication to young people to work as a sub-
stitute teacher in the school systems of New 
Bedford, and, again, is now an important aide 
to Mayor Lang. 

The list of Mr. Ostiguy’s affiliations is im-
pressive, but even his resume does not con-
vey the benefit those who know him derive 
from being his friends and associates. Nelson 
Ostiguy is an outstanding citizen who very well 
deserves the title of Veteran of the Year that 
has been bestowed upon him by his fellow 
veterans—which I know makes the honor par-
ticularly meaningful to him. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
in celebrating the life and work of Nelson 
Ostiguy on this occasion of his being honored. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE BOONE COUNTY 
HOSPITAL EMPLOYEES 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate the Boone 
County Hospital employees who took part in a 
school supply drive to assist children whose 
families did not have the means to buy school 
supplies. 

The Boone County Hospital social events 
committee organized the school supply drive 
which accumulated many crayons, color pen-
cils, No. 2 pencils, colored markers, pens and 
paper. The supplies were divided up among 
the Boone, Ogden, Madrid and United school 
districts. 

This collective effort at Boone County Hos-
pital is a characteristic of what Iowa is all 
about—regular citizens motivated and dedi-
cated to improving the daily life of their neigh-
bors, and in this case our children. I commend 
all those involved in organizing and contrib-
uting to this heartwarming effort. I consider it 
an honor to represent each of these employ-
ees who assisted in making a difference for 
the children of their community in the United 
States Congress and I thank them for their 
great act of kindness. 
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