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As a lifelong trumpet player and a member 

of the National Council on the Arts, I have 
seen first hand the positive impact art edu-
cation can have on a person’s life. It has been 
a pleasure working with Mr. Gioia during his 
two terms as chairman, granting more oppor-
tunities for more Americans to experience the 
arts. Mr. Gioia has traveled to my district and 
many others, educating members of the com-
munity and promoting the grant process at a 
grassroots level. Through the Challenge Amer-
ica: Reaching Every Community initiatives, he 
has guaranteed that direct grants will reach art 
organizations in every congressional district in 
every State. Many of these organizations are 
first time recipients of Endowment support. Mr. 
Gioia is continuously ensuring all communities 
have the ability to bring the arts home. 

For his life of service to the arts and con-
sistent hard work toward the betterment of our 
country, I commend Dana Gioia upon his re-
tirement from the National Endowment for the 
Arts. 
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HONORING THE HADLEY SCHOOL 
FOR THE BLIND– 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today I am 
pleased to rise in support of a resolution I au-
thored, H. Res. 875, honoring and supporting 
the Hadley School for the Blind. 

Dr. William A. Hadley, an Illinois high school 
teacher, lost his vision at age 55. With the 
loss of his sight Dr. Hadley believed that he 
would also lose his greatest joy—teaching. Al-
though he taught himself Braille so he could 
continue to read, he was frustrated with the 
lack of educational opportunities for blind indi-
viduals. 

Dr. Hadley wanted to help others like him 
gain the skills and knowledge that could lead 
to independence. In 1920, Dr. Hadley and 
ophthalmologist Dr. E.V.L. Brown created the 
Hadley School for the Blind. Today, the Had-
ley School is the largest single educator of 
blind persons in the world, reaching 10,000 
students annually in all 50 states and in 100 
different countries. 

The school began with teaching Braille with 
the innovative use of correspondence courses. 
While it is still known for its superior Braille 
curriculum, the school has expanded to offer a 
high school degree program and adult con-
tinuing education classes. In 2008, the School 
will expand again to include the Hadley School 
for Professional Studies for professionals who 
serve those who are blind and visually im-
paired. 

Students from the school have done ex-
traordinary things. Former student Christine 
Gilson, a blind doctoral candidate and Ful-
bright scholar from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, was the 2007 recipient of 
the Hadley School for the Blind’s President’s 
Service Award for exceptional work in raising 
awareness of the needs and abilities of blind 
and visually impaired people. She bridged cul-
tural boundaries by teaching visually impaired 
Chinese students English language classes 
online. 

The Hadley School for the Blind recently 
formed a partnership with Bookshare.org, an 
online community that lets people with print 
disabilities, such as blindness or low vision, 
scan books and exchange them legally 
through its website. The strategic partnership 
will extend the reach of both organizations and 
provide a broad range of learning and reading 
materials to people who are blind and visually 
impaired. 

I am proud to be the author of this resolu-
tion that supports an institution that has, for al-
most 90 years, provided a valuable education 
for thousands of visually impaired individuals. 
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ON THE PASSING OF 
COMMISSIONER CARLOS MARIN 

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with great sorrow. The United States- 
Mexico border community lost a great cham-
pion earlier this month. Carlos Marin, was the 
Commissioner of the United States section of 
the International Boundary and Water Com-
mission. This agency is charged with maintain-
ing dams, levees and other infrastructure on 
the border as well as implementing water and 
boundary treaties with Mexico. Commissioner 
Marin tragically died when the plane he was 
on crashed while on its way to inspect severe 
flood damage in Presidio, TX. 

He was a leader who dedicated his life to 
the betterment of the border. He, himself was 
from the border and was a proud graduate of 
the University of Texas—EI Paso. He was ex-
tremely well-liked and his upbeat, positive, and 
down-to-earth demeanor was unlike any oth-
ers. 

Commissioner Marin was a licensed profes-
sional engineer who had worked for the 
USIBWC for 27 years. He was sworn in as 
Commissioner on December 20, 2006. He 
previously served as Deputy Commissioner 
from January 2002–November 2004. Prior to 
being named Deputy Commissioner, he was 
the Principal Engineer of the Operations De-
partment, serving as a key technical and pol-
icy advisor to the U.S. Commissioner regard-
ing USIBWC field office operations and imple-
mentation of United States-Mexico boundary 
and water treaties. 

To us on the border, the Rio Grande is part 
of our way of life. Commissioner Marin under-
stood that. My congressional district encom-
passes 785 miles of the Rio Grande from EI 
Paso County to Maverick County. He will truly 
be missed throughout our community, and his 
successor will have some mighty large boots 
to fill. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his wife 
Rosa, and his many family and friends. 

RECOGNIZING THE ELEVENTH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE INSTITUTE 
FOR BEHAVIOR CHANGE 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 11th Anniversary of a 
professional organization dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of adolescents in Southeastern 
Pennsylvania with autism and other develop-
mental disabilities. 

The Institute for Behavior Change of 
Coatesville, Chester County was founded in 
1997 by Dr. Steven Kosor, a licensed psychol-
ogist and certified school psychologist. Dr. 
Kosor’s vision was an institute that would re-
cruit and train those providing quality in-school 
and in-home psychological treatment and be-
havioral support to children. 

Since the Institute’s inception, its dedicated 
staff has served more than 500 children 
throughout Philadelphia and the surrounding 
counties of Chester, Delaware and Mont-
gomery. 

The Institute will commemorate its 11th An-
niversary during a conference at the Eden Re-
sort in Lancaster, Pennsylvania on November 
21, 2008. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me today in celebrating this special mile-
stone for The Institute for Behavior Change 
and thanking the staff for its outstanding pro-
fessionalism and commitment to helping youth 
with developmental disabilities fulfill their max-
imum potential. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM FEENEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. FEENEY. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
no. H.R. 7110—Providing for Appropriations 
for Job Creation and Preservation, Infrastruc-
ture Investment, and Economic and Energy 
Assistance for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes. 

Due to a computer malfunction it appeared 
the vote was not taking place. By the time I 
got back to my office and a new vote ordered 
it was too late to return to the floor. The com-
puter malfunction is the cause of my missed 
vote. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 
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VOLUSIA HONOR AIR GUARDIANS 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, today, Sep-
tember 27, 2008, 100 Volusia County veterans 
from the Second World War visited our Na-
tion’s Capital as part of the Honor Air pro-
gram. The trip was made possible through the 
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