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As a lifelong trumpet player and a member 

of the National Council on the Arts, I have 
seen first hand the positive impact art edu-
cation can have on a person’s life. It has been 
a pleasure working with Mr. Gioia during his 
two terms as chairman, granting more oppor-
tunities for more Americans to experience the 
arts. Mr. Gioia has traveled to my district and 
many others, educating members of the com-
munity and promoting the grant process at a 
grassroots level. Through the Challenge Amer-
ica: Reaching Every Community initiatives, he 
has guaranteed that direct grants will reach art 
organizations in every congressional district in 
every State. Many of these organizations are 
first time recipients of Endowment support. Mr. 
Gioia is continuously ensuring all communities 
have the ability to bring the arts home. 

For his life of service to the arts and con-
sistent hard work toward the betterment of our 
country, I commend Dana Gioia upon his re-
tirement from the National Endowment for the 
Arts. 

f 

HONORING THE HADLEY SCHOOL 
FOR THE BLIND– 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today I am 
pleased to rise in support of a resolution I au-
thored, H. Res. 875, honoring and supporting 
the Hadley School for the Blind. 

Dr. William A. Hadley, an Illinois high school 
teacher, lost his vision at age 55. With the 
loss of his sight Dr. Hadley believed that he 
would also lose his greatest joy—teaching. Al-
though he taught himself Braille so he could 
continue to read, he was frustrated with the 
lack of educational opportunities for blind indi-
viduals. 

Dr. Hadley wanted to help others like him 
gain the skills and knowledge that could lead 
to independence. In 1920, Dr. Hadley and 
ophthalmologist Dr. E.V.L. Brown created the 
Hadley School for the Blind. Today, the Had-
ley School is the largest single educator of 
blind persons in the world, reaching 10,000 
students annually in all 50 states and in 100 
different countries. 

The school began with teaching Braille with 
the innovative use of correspondence courses. 
While it is still known for its superior Braille 
curriculum, the school has expanded to offer a 
high school degree program and adult con-
tinuing education classes. In 2008, the School 
will expand again to include the Hadley School 
for Professional Studies for professionals who 
serve those who are blind and visually im-
paired. 

Students from the school have done ex-
traordinary things. Former student Christine 
Gilson, a blind doctoral candidate and Ful-
bright scholar from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, was the 2007 recipient of 
the Hadley School for the Blind’s President’s 
Service Award for exceptional work in raising 
awareness of the needs and abilities of blind 
and visually impaired people. She bridged cul-
tural boundaries by teaching visually impaired 
Chinese students English language classes 
online. 

The Hadley School for the Blind recently 
formed a partnership with Bookshare.org, an 
online community that lets people with print 
disabilities, such as blindness or low vision, 
scan books and exchange them legally 
through its website. The strategic partnership 
will extend the reach of both organizations and 
provide a broad range of learning and reading 
materials to people who are blind and visually 
impaired. 

I am proud to be the author of this resolu-
tion that supports an institution that has, for al-
most 90 years, provided a valuable education 
for thousands of visually impaired individuals. 
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ON THE PASSING OF 
COMMISSIONER CARLOS MARIN 

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with great sorrow. The United States- 
Mexico border community lost a great cham-
pion earlier this month. Carlos Marin, was the 
Commissioner of the United States section of 
the International Boundary and Water Com-
mission. This agency is charged with maintain-
ing dams, levees and other infrastructure on 
the border as well as implementing water and 
boundary treaties with Mexico. Commissioner 
Marin tragically died when the plane he was 
on crashed while on its way to inspect severe 
flood damage in Presidio, TX. 

He was a leader who dedicated his life to 
the betterment of the border. He, himself was 
from the border and was a proud graduate of 
the University of Texas—EI Paso. He was ex-
tremely well-liked and his upbeat, positive, and 
down-to-earth demeanor was unlike any oth-
ers. 

Commissioner Marin was a licensed profes-
sional engineer who had worked for the 
USIBWC for 27 years. He was sworn in as 
Commissioner on December 20, 2006. He 
previously served as Deputy Commissioner 
from January 2002–November 2004. Prior to 
being named Deputy Commissioner, he was 
the Principal Engineer of the Operations De-
partment, serving as a key technical and pol-
icy advisor to the U.S. Commissioner regard-
ing USIBWC field office operations and imple-
mentation of United States-Mexico boundary 
and water treaties. 

To us on the border, the Rio Grande is part 
of our way of life. Commissioner Marin under-
stood that. My congressional district encom-
passes 785 miles of the Rio Grande from EI 
Paso County to Maverick County. He will truly 
be missed throughout our community, and his 
successor will have some mighty large boots 
to fill. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his wife 
Rosa, and his many family and friends. 

RECOGNIZING THE ELEVENTH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE INSTITUTE 
FOR BEHAVIOR CHANGE 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 11th Anniversary of a 
professional organization dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of adolescents in Southeastern 
Pennsylvania with autism and other develop-
mental disabilities. 

The Institute for Behavior Change of 
Coatesville, Chester County was founded in 
1997 by Dr. Steven Kosor, a licensed psychol-
ogist and certified school psychologist. Dr. 
Kosor’s vision was an institute that would re-
cruit and train those providing quality in-school 
and in-home psychological treatment and be-
havioral support to children. 

Since the Institute’s inception, its dedicated 
staff has served more than 500 children 
throughout Philadelphia and the surrounding 
counties of Chester, Delaware and Mont-
gomery. 

The Institute will commemorate its 11th An-
niversary during a conference at the Eden Re-
sort in Lancaster, Pennsylvania on November 
21, 2008. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me today in celebrating this special mile-
stone for The Institute for Behavior Change 
and thanking the staff for its outstanding pro-
fessionalism and commitment to helping youth 
with developmental disabilities fulfill their max-
imum potential. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM FEENEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. FEENEY. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
no. H.R. 7110—Providing for Appropriations 
for Job Creation and Preservation, Infrastruc-
ture Investment, and Economic and Energy 
Assistance for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes. 

Due to a computer malfunction it appeared 
the vote was not taking place. By the time I 
got back to my office and a new vote ordered 
it was too late to return to the floor. The com-
puter malfunction is the cause of my missed 
vote. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

VOLUSIA HONOR AIR GUARDIANS 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, today, Sep-
tember 27, 2008, 100 Volusia County veterans 
from the Second World War visited our Na-
tion’s Capital as part of the Honor Air pro-
gram. The trip was made possible through the 
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Rotary Clubs of Volusia County and with the 
support of sponsors and the 49 Guardian es-
corts. 

It is my pleasure to assist in hosting the vet-
erans during their visit to our Nation’s Capital. 
This morning they will visit the World War II 
Memorial to pay tribute to their fellow patriots. 
This is the first visit for most of the service-
men, and it will be a moving occasion. I look 
forward to visiting with these heroes as they 
stand among the stone columns, fountains, 
and pools that comprise the Memorial. 

This afternoon, the Volusia veterans will pay 
their respects at Arlington National Cemetery. 
Veteran leaders and I will have the privilege of 
laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns 
in a solemn tribute to those who have paid the 
ultimate sacrifice for our nation. The day will 
conclude with visits to the Woman in Services 
Memorial, the Korean War Memorial, the Viet-
nam Memorial and the Iwo Jima Memorial. 

As the Congressman from Florida’s Seventh 
Congressional District, it is my honor to play a 
part in our Volusia County heroes’ visit. I ask 
that the U.S. House of Representatives join 
me in expressing our appreciation to the 49 
Guardians, who through a sense of duty and 
at personal expense will escort the World War 
II veterans on this memorable day. 

The September 27, 2008 Volusia Honor Air 
Guardians included: 

Robert Blackwell, Floyd Brewer III, Berna-
dette Britz-Parker, Frank Coe, Linda Ed-
wards, Howard Fisher, Raymond Fletcher, 
Robert Gast, Wayne Gordin, John Harting, 
Todd Heffington, Angela Heffington, Sharon 
Hill, Victor Hindery, David Hinshaw, James 
Houck, Francis Irza, Barbara Irza, Mathew 
Jemison, James Jemison, Jeffrey Lau, 
Charles Matousek, William McGhee, Ken-
neth Naser, Patti Ostermann, Charles Paiva, 
Daniel Parker, Christopher Rego, Diana 
Santos, Robert Sullivan, Lorraine Sullivan, 
Daniel Thorne, Walter White, Jr., Bonita 
Winn, Michael Brooks, Geof Felton, Dave 
Brannon, Gloria Denston, Judith Hensley, 
John Hill, Raymond Heffington, Derek 
Mears, Robert Apgar, Phillip Martin, Roger 
Baumgartner, Leslye Lorenz, Timothy Biggs, 
Edward Malloy, Morgan Gilreath. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE WATER FOR 
THE POOR ENHANCEMENT ACT 
OF 2008 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
today, I am introducing the Water for the Poor 
Enhancement Act of 2008, with Representa-
tives DONALD PAYNE, DONALD MANZULLO, SHEI-
LA JACKSON LEE, CHRIS SHAYS, GEORGE MIL-
LER, STEVE LATOURETTE, and WALTER JONES 
as original cosponsors. The Water for the 
Poor Enhancement Act complements legisla-
tion introduced today in the Senate by Senator 
RICHARD DURBIN. 

This bill enhances our Nation’s commitment 
to addressing the global water crisis. Every 15 
seconds, a child dies from lack of access to 
safe water and sanitation. Across the globe, 
900 million people live without access to safe 
drinking water and 2.5 billion people are with-

out access to improved sanitation. Millions of 
girls can’t go to school because they must 
spend hours walking to collect water for their 
families. As half of the people in the devel-
oping world are sick at any given time from a 
water-related disease, water and sanitation ac-
cess is a major barrier to fighting poverty and 
increasing economic productivity. 

At the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable 
Development in Johannesburg, South Africa 
the United States and 185 other countries 
agreed to the goal of cutting in half the per-
centage of people without access to safe 
water and basic sanitation by 2015. I re-
sponded by working with Reps. Tom Lantos 
and Henry Hyde and Sens. Bill Frist and 
HARRY REID to enact the Senator Paul Simon 
Water for the Poor Act of 2005, which estab-
lished water and sanitation as a cornerstone 
of United States foreign assistance efforts. 

We are now halfway to the 2015 date, and 
we must redouble our efforts. By 2030, 4 bil-
lion people—almost half the world’s projected 
population—will live in water-stressed areas. 
Three days ago the U.N. Secretary General 
convened a High Level Event on the Millen-
nium Development Goals in New York, urging 
governments to translate their commitments 
into actions and aggressively work to meet 
these goals. 

This legislation answers the call to act. The 
Water for the Poor Enhancement Act is a bi-
partisan, non-ideological approach to making 
our government more responsive to this crisis. 
This legislation would increase U.S. Govern-
ment capacity to coordinate and streamline 
clean water and sanitation development activi-
ties and foster strategic investments in on-the- 
ground expertise and low cost, high impact 
technologies. 

Through this legislation we will help U.S. 
Government pull together the pieces to imple-
ment a smart and efficient global water strat-
egy and to meet our commitment to extend 
safe drinking water and sanitation to over a 
billion people in need. 

f 

HONORING THE NEW JERSEY AS-
SOCIATION OF WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the New Jersey Associa-
tion of Women Business Owners, specifically 
the Morris, Essex, Somerset, Sussex, and 
Passaic County Chapters, of which I am proud 
to represent. On November 8, 2008, members 
of the New Jersey Association of Women 
Business Owners will celebrate this influential 
organization’s 30th Anniversary. 

New Jersey Association of Women Busi-
ness Owners [NJAWBO] was established in 
1978 by Adele Kaplan and Bette Benedict. 
The women started the New Jersey Associa-
tion Women Business Owners, while planning 
the organization’s first Business Expo in 1978. 
The organization began as a small group of 
ten women who held monthly breakfast meet-
ings. Through hard work, networking, the or-

ganization has grown exponentially. In the 
past 30 years (1978–2008), the New Jersey 
Association of Women Business Owners has 
expanded to represent 1,000 women, making 
it the largest Women Owned Business organi-
zation in New Jersey. 

The New Jersey Association of Women 
Business Owners supports and encourages 
business ownership by women, through net-
working, education and political advocacy. 
NJAWBO has provided women business own-
ers with the tools necessary for success. It is 
well respected and regarded as one of New 
Jersey’s most influential organizations. 

Madam Speaker, I urge you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the New 
Jersey Association of Women Business Own-
ers, on the celebration of 30 years serving 
Morris, Essex, Somerset, Sussex, and Passaic 
Counties, as well as the rest of New Jersey. 

f 

HONORING CARLOS MARIN, 
UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL BOUND-
ARY AND WATER COMMISSION 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express my profound sadness at the loss of 
Carlos Marin, the United States Commissioner 
of the International Boundary and Water Com-
mission, IBWC. Commissioner Marin recently 
lost his life in a plane crash while touring flood 
damage on the Mexican border. His loss along 
with those of Mexican Commissioner Arturo 
Herrera-Solis, Rio Grande County of Govern-
ments Executive Director Jake Brisbin, and 
pilot Matt Juneau has taken from our commu-
nity devoted public servants who worked for 
the well-being of people on both sides of the 
border. 

A graduate of the University of Texas at El 
Paso with a degree in engineering, the Com-
missioner began his career at the IBWC in 
1979 after working for the United States Bu-
reau of Reclamation’s in El Paso. He served 
in many engineering and management posi-
tions at the IBWC before rising to the rank of 
Deputy Commissioner and Principal Engineer, 
and in 2006 he was designated the Commis-
sioner by President George W. Bush. 

Commissioner Carlos Marin was a model 
public servant who dedicated his life to the 
International Boundary and Water Commission 
and to serving the needs of border commu-
nities. I met regularly with Carlos and always 
appreciated his cheerful attitude and his thor-
ough understanding of complex border issues. 
He was quietly resourceful and effective, lend-
ing his expertise and professionalism in restor-
ing large stretches of the Rio Grande after the 
devastating floods 2 years ago. His service 
greatly benefited both the U.S. and Mexico 
sections of the International Boundary and 
Water Commission. 

Today, I also rise to wish to extend a spe-
cial ‘‘thank you’’ to the employees of the Inter-
national Water and Boundary Commission in 
both the United States and Mexico for their 
cooperation and their perseverance in working 
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