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once the House passes it, a lot of our 
work will go for naught and a lot of 
things will happen that are not good. I 
am sure of that. 

Mr. REID. I say to my friend, we 
have both Presidential candidates fi-
nally agree on one thing—we should 
pass this. Both agree. There are the 
two leaders, Senator MCCONNELL and I 
have done what we can to advance this 
program. I have no doubt that it will 
pass the Senate. We will wait to see 
what happens in the House, but I have 
no doubt it will pass the Senate. 

Mr. LEAHY. Will the majority leader 
yield for a point? 

Mr. REID. I am happy to. 
Mr. LEAHY. I have seen the vote 

count. I know it will pass the Senate. 
But I urge Senators, let’s not be stam-
peded into things without even reading 
it. Here is a report from the Depart-
ment of Justice’s Inspector General 
and Office of Professional Responsi-
bility about the investigation into the 
firing of the U.S. attorneys, one of the 
greatest scandals to hit the Depart-
ment. This came about because we 
rushed through on a piece of legislation 
at the last minute. The Administration 
slipped in a provision that was on the 
basis of the administration saying: 
Trust us—and they manipulated it. 
People eventually may go to jail be-
cause of this. Millions of dollars of in-
vestigations are going on because of 
this. 

Keep in mind, 10 days ago we were 
asked to pass something immediately 
because of the urgency—they told us 
the world is falling, the sky is falling. 
That proposal said we would give the 
Secretary of the Treasury carte 
blanche to do anything he wants. That 
proposal said his decisions could not be 
reviewed by any court, any person, any 
administrative body, and they insisted 
that is the only thing—the only thing— 
the administration could accept. 

After it was pointed out by myself 
and others that meant he could actu-
ally write himself a check for $700 bil-
lion and nobody could ask about it, 
when a number of those things came 
about, they suddenly realized they 
could make changes. We sat in a meet-
ing, all the Senators, with the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and Chairman 
Bernanke, the head of the Federal Re-
serve. I remember asking a question, a 
simple question. They went around and 
around and never answered it. Two 
days later they finally answered it. 

Let’s take time to read what we are 
voting on for the sake of this country, 
realizing what happened before when 
we were stampeded into voting for 
something because the sky was falling. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Will the majority 
leader yield for a question? 

Mr. REID. I am happy to yield. 
Mr. SALAZAR. I say to the majority 

leader, only 10 days ago we were asked 
to give a $700 billion blank check to the 
Secretary of the Treasury because the 

sky was falling. I think the majority 
leader, working in a bipartisan way, 
did the right thing in terms of standing 
up against that stampede that was 
being brought upon us by the White 
House. Because of the process that has 
been underway in a bipartisan way, the 
blank check is no longer there. There 
are constraints on this legislation that 
make it better. But to have the judg-
ment of the Senate, to have us rush to 
judgment on a $700 billion rescue pack-
age, would be an absolute mistake. I 
think the majority leader is correct in 
terms of wanting us to take the time 
to review this legislation, which none 
of us have yet seen, to review it 
through Tuesday, let the Jewish holi-
day pass, and then come back and take 
the appropriate steps so we make sure 
the sound judgment of the Senate is 
being brought on this legislation. 

I am very much in agreement with 
the majority leader that we should 
take our time to get it done right. 

Mr. REID. Through the Chair to my 
friend and all Senators, I have indi-
cated what we have left on our plate to 
do. I hope we can complete that by 
Wednesday. 

There are other things that could 
come up that may extend the time. We 
may not be able to finish things on 
Wednesday. There are things the House 
is sending over to us today, or not 
sending to us today, that we may have 
to act on. I am going to do my very 
best, working with the Republican 
leader, to get us out of here on Wednes-
day, but that is no guarantee. I am 
going to do the very best we can, but 
there may be other things that come 
up that we are forced to work on. Even 
though the House is gone, certain 
things they have done, if we decide we 
have the opportunity to do those, we 
may have to do some of those things. 

I want everyone to know we will do 
our very best to get out of here some-
time Wednesday night, but there is no 
guarantee on that, so I wouldn’t make 
plans on Thursday to go golfing or any-
thing like that. 

f 

FOOD, CONSERVATION, AND 
ENERGY ACT OF 2008 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6849, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6849) to amend the commodity 

provisions of the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 to permit producers to ag-
gregate base acres and reconstitute farms to 
avoid the prohibition on receiving direct 
payments, counter-cyclical payments, or av-
erage crop revenue election payments when 
the sum of the base acres of a farm is 10 
acres or less, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 6849. This 
important piece of legislation would 
revise the 2008 farm bill and help thou-
sands of Kentucky farmers. 

As many of you may know, the farm 
bill prohibits producers from receiving 
certain commodity payments on farms 
of 10 base acres or less. Unfortunately, 
Kentucky has the greatest number of 
farms that will be impacted by this 
provision. According to the USDA 
Farm Service Agency and the Univer-
sity of Kentucky, one-fourth of Ken-
tucky’s farms are 10 acres or less, 
which indicates that approximately 
20,000 of the Commonwealth’s 80,000 
farms could be affected by this provi-
sion. While I supported the farm bill, I 
opposed the inclusion of this program 
in the final legislation. 

Last month, I wrote USDA Secretary 
Ed Schafer to express my concerns re-
garding USDA’s implementation of this 
provision. I was concerned that USDA 
had interpreted the law in a way that 
disqualifies farmers with more than 10 
base acres because that land is not lo-
cated on a single, contiguous tract. As 
clearly outlined in the Joint Explana-
tory Statement of the Managers that 
accompanied this legislation, Congress 
intended that USDA allow for aggrega-
tion of farms for the purposes of deter-
mining the suspension of payments on 
farms with 10 base acres or less. 

H.R. 6849 would remedy this issue by 
suspending this program for the 2008 
crop year. I strongly support this pro-
vision since it could lessen the impact 
on my farmers and will perhaps provide 
encouragement to USDA to implement 
this provision in the manner that Con-
gress intended. 

Mr. CARDIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Harkin-Chambliss amend-
ment, which is at the desk, be agreed 
to; the bill, as amended, be read a third 
time and passed; the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, with no in-
tervening action or debate; and any 
statements be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5679) was agreed 
to. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill (H.R. 6849) was read the third 
time, and passed. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. CARDIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the time during recess count 
postcloture. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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