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the House of Representatives, from 
time to time, to serve its interests. 
This is one which is very important, if 
not vital, to our Nation’s Capital. I 
compliment the Senator for his leader-
ship. As I leave the Senate, whatever 
modest mantle I have in this area, I 
convey to you and to Senator WEBB 
and Senator MIKULSKI. 

Mr. CARDIN. Senator, you have been 
an inspiration to all of us on these 
issues and a model for how we should 
work together on regional issues. I con-
gratulate you for a great record in the 
Senate. 

Mr. WARNER. Thank you. I have 
been a lucky man. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware is recognized. 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN WARNER 
Mr. CARPER. I say to my leader, 

from my days as a naval flight officer, 
how privileged I have been having 
served in Southeast Asia, to serve 
under his leadership when he was Sec-
retary of the Navy and I was a young 
naval flight officer, pleased to serve 
under his leadership then, and de-
lighted to be able to follow his leader-
ship here again today on the important 
legislation we have been voting and de-
bating here. 

I wish to comment on what Senator 
CARDIN said. You provided an example 
for us. You provided an example for us 
how we are supposed to treat other 
people. You treat other people the way 
you wish to be treated. You are an em-
bodiment of the Golden Rule. 

If you look in the Bible, it talks 
about the two great commandments. 
The second one is to love they neighbor 
as thyself; treat other people the way 
you want to be treated. You certainly 
embody that. I, personally, am going to 
miss you. I know a lot of others are as 
well. 

You talk about passing the mantle to 
Senator CARDIN. Your mantle is so 
heavy, it is amazing to me you can 
even walk around, all you have done 
and all you have accomplished. 

But you are the best. It has been an 
honor to serve with you, again, here in 
this capacity. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I thank 
my good friend and colleague from 
Delaware. You mentioned naval avia-
tion. It requires an extraordinary per-
son to go into that program to fly 
those aircraft. I believe yours was a P– 
2; was it not? 

Mr. CARPER. It was a P–3. 
Mr. WARNER. I remember that air-

plane. It flew many missions. Your pri-
mary mission was watching the Sovi-
ets, I repeat the Soviet Navy, and its 
submarines operating off the shore and 
was vital to our security, to track and 
know where those submarines were be-
cause they had missile armaments 
which could inflict great harm on this 
country. 

So I commend you, sir, for your serv-
ice and I humbly thank you for your 
remarks. 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I would 
like to talk a little bit about the legis-
lation Senator WARNER, Senator 
CARDIN, Senator LAUTENBERG, and oth-
ers have crafted. It has been described 
as legislation that will accomplish 
three things: One, to eventually pro-
vide better transit service for folks in 
this part of the country, to help— 
whether you happen to work here, live 
here or visit here, the opportunity in 
years ahead, to get out of our cars, 
trucks and vans, leave them wherever 
they are, at home, in the parking lot or 
at work and take transit. 

It will help the quality of our air. It 
will help reduce congestion in this part 
of our country. It will reduce our reli-
ance on foreign oil. It works on all dif-
ferent kinds of levels. 

I know Senator WARNER has done 
good work, along with Senators CARDIN 
and MIKULSKI and Senator WEBB. I also 
wished to say to Senator LAUTENBERG 
how much I appreciate his leadership 
in crafting the legislation, the Amtrak 
legislation, the rail safety legislation 
that is before us today. 

On the rail safety legislation, this is 
the first time in 10 years that we have 
actually come back and taken up a 
major reform of rail safety. The legis-
lation provides some money—about $1.5 
billion—for rail safety programs over 
the next 5 years. 

The best thing it does is with respect 
to something called positive train con-
trol systems. A terrible accident, a 
commuter train and freight train acci-
dent out in California earlier this 
month, could have been prevented had 
those trains been fitted with—espe-
cially, the commuter rail train—a posi-
tive train control system. This legisla-
tion requires the installation of that 
kind of system in all trains by the year 
2015. I would argue that it should be 
sooner. My hope is it will be in a num-
ber of trains before that date, but it 
should be on all trains by that date. In 
the situation in California, apparently 
the engineer may have been text mes-
saging and missed a stop signal, ran 
the stop signal and ran right into a 
freight train, killed a lot of people, in-
cluding him. Had we had this positive 
train control system in place, all that 
damage and heartache would have been 
spared. 

Another major provision of this legis-
lation on the rail safety side deals with 
hours of service. I used to think we 
flew a lot of hours. I spent a lot of time 
when I was on Active Duty in the 
Navy. People who work on trains spend 
a lot of time operating the trains as 
well. Currently, they are able to work 
up to 400 hours per month. Under cur-
rent law, they are allowed to work up 
to 400 hundred hours per month com-
pared to about 100 hours for commer-
cial airline pilots. This legislation 
drops that limit by about a third, down 
to around 275 hours per month. That is 
still a lot of hours to work in a month 

but better than what they had been 
working with for years. 

The last piece I want to mention on 
rail safety deals with the highway-rail 
grade crossing. This is a case where 
you don’t have a rail overpass or a road 
going under a railroad bridge but a sit-
uation where you have the rail and the 
highway meeting at the same level. 
This legislation requires the 10 States 
with the most highway-rail grade 
crossing collisions to develop plans to 
address the problem within a year of 
enactment. It also requires each rail-
road to submit information to an in-
ventory of highway-rail crossings, in-
cluding information about warning de-
vices and signage. 

In short, this legislation is going to 
save lives. It is going to save money. It 
is going to provide a much better situa-
tion for people who are running and op-
erating trains, people who are trav-
eling on trains, and for those of us who 
are driving around in our cars, trucks, 
and vans, trying to get across a rail 
crossing. 

Next I would like to turn to Amtrak, 
an issue that is near and dear to my 
heart. In our State, we have a lot of 
folks who take the train. Amtrak has a 
train station in Wilmington, DE, and 
that train station is about the 11th or 
12th busiest in the country. A lot of 
people depend on Amtrak in my State, 
as they do up and down the Northeast 
corridor. 

I used to serve on the Amtrak board 
of directors when I was Governor of 
Delaware. I rode Amtrak as a pas-
senger. As someone who represents a 
State where we do a lot of repairs on 
locomotives, we do a lot of the repair 
work on the passenger and dining cars 
and so forth, I wanted to talk in sort of 
broad terms about this legislation. 

Mr. President, what is the situation 
with the time? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate has an order to recess at 1:30. 

Mr. CARPER. In that case, we better 
recess. I will have the opportunity 
later to pick up my remarks and talk 
about the Amtrak provisions in this 
bill. 

I thank the Chair. 
f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands in recess until 2:30. 

Thereupon, at 1:33 p.m., the Senate 
recessed until 2:30 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. TESTER.) 

f 

FEDERAL RAILROAD SAFETY 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2007 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 
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