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and an addition at the elementary 
school. These schools are modern, 
state-of-the-art facilities that befit the 
educational ambitions and excellence 
of this school district. Indeed, they are 
the kind of schools that every child in 
America deserves. The district also re-
ceived a fire safety grant totaling 
$25,000 which it used to update sprin-
kler systems in the district. 

Excellent schools do not just pop up 
like mushrooms after a rain. They are 
the product of vision, leadership, per-
sistence, and a tremendous amount of 
collaboration among local officials and 
concerned citizens. I salute the entire 
staff, administration, and governance 
in the Titonka Consolidated Commu-
nity School District. In particular, I’d 
like to recognize the leadership of the 
board of education—Laura Phelps, Alli-
son Anderson, Gloria Bartelt, Leroy 
Hoffman and Daryl Chapin as well as 
former board member Lori Miller. I 
would also like to recognize super-
intendent Ron Sadler, Allen Boyken of 
Titonka Savings Bank, Jeff Carlton of 
Boyken Insurance, and the staff of Hol-
land Contracting and Allers Associates 
Architects. Two members of the local 
community who were also instru-
mental in the project were Rhonda 
Sexton and Kathy Studer. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the Harkin school grant program in 
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that 
many thousands of school buildings 
and facilities across the United States 
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone, 
according to a recent study, some 79 
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is 
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50 
years. 

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming 
sports arenas on weekends, but during 
the week go to school in rundown or 
antiquated facilities. This sends ex-
actly the wrong message to our young 
people about our priorities. We have to 
do better. 

That is why I am deeply grateful to 
the professionals and parents in the 
Titonka Consolidated Community 
School District. There is no question 
that a quality public education for 
every child is a top priority in that 
community. I salute them, and wish 
them a very successful new school 
year.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROSE LARSON 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Madam President, I 
wish today to recognize Rose Larson of 
Rapid City, SD. This summer, Rose re-
tired from Federal service after a ca-
reer spanning over 21 years. 

Rose worked as an office manager in 
the Rapid City district office for Sen-
ator Tom Daschle for approximately 18 
years and joined my district office staff 

in March 2005. Over her years of serv-
ice, she provided consistent and com-
mendable service to both myself and 
Senator Daschle. Her expertise with 
the various office technologies often 
kept the offices up and running effi-
ciently. She was also able to effec-
tively serve as a front line of commu-
nication for the general public when 
they contacted my office with com-
ments on issues of importance. 

Over 11 years ago, Rose was diag-
nosed with breast cancer. She fought 
cancer with a steadfast passion and 
commitment to beat the disease. Her 
success has served as inspiration to 
others who have battled and are cur-
rently battling cancer. She has worked 
tirelessly to educate friends, family, 
and the general public on cancer pre-
vention, treatment, and how to fight 
the disease. She has worked with the 
American Cancer Society on Relay for 
Life events in western South Dakota 
and helped develop teams to raise 
money to fight cancer. Rose is a beacon 
of hope and help to many South Dako-
tans fighting cancer. 

I want to congratulate Rose Larson 
for her many years of public service. 
Often she worked behind the scenes 
with little or no credit, but her dedi-
cated service and knowledge of her du-
ties was instrumental in the successful 
operation of the congressional offices 
she worked in. 

I want to wish Rose all the best in 
her retirement. I want to thank her for 
her great work ethic, her profes-
sionalism but most of all, her friend-
ship.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE STRANDELL 
∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Madam President, I 
wish today to recognize and commend 
George Strandell of South Dakota for 
his nearly 40 years of service to Golden 
West Telecommunications Cooperative, 
Inc. George is retiring after serving the 
past 8 years as general manager and 
chief executive officer of Golden West. 

George worked for 19 years as a pri-
mary engineering consultant for the 
Golden West Telecommunications Co-
operative before being hired as the 
company’s outside plant engineer. He 
served in that capacity for 4 years be-
fore serving 8 years as district manager 
and then 8 years as general manager of 
Golden West. 

Throughout his career, George had 
dedicated himself to building effective 
relationships and partnerships on be-
half of Golden West and the inde-
pendent telecommunications industry. 
He is well-respected throughout South 
Dakota, the region and Nation as an ef-
fective communicator, an adminis-
trator willing to tackle and resolve 
personnel and industry challenges and 
issues. He is able to effectively commu-
nicate to elected leaders and officials 
on issues affecting Golden West cus-
tomers, employees, and the inde-
pendent industry. 

Throughout his career, he has always 
worked hard to put the customer first. 
He has helped expand and enhance 
Golden West’s role in the industry, 
among allies and associates, but also 
improved the company’s ability to 
serve rural communities and customers 
and the overall general public. 

George provided steadfast oversight 
to the South Dakota Network, which 
was formed by a number of South Da-
kota independent telecommunications 
firms to offer customers more choice in 
long distance service. George spent 
considerable time and effort working 
with other managers to ensure the net-
work’s success to move voice, data, and 
video over 20,000 miles of fiber optics 
throughout the region. Access lines 
have increased under George from 
31,000 in 2000 to 43,000 in 2008, as well as 
Internet access increasing from 5,000 to 
23,000 in the same period. 

On a national level, George has been 
a stalwart advocate in promoting and 
assisting the independent industry. He 
has served on numerous boards and 
committees that have advanced the 
promotion and understanding of the 
issues affecting the independent tele-
communications firms and their cus-
tomers. 

Over the years, I have relied on 
George’s guidance and understanding 
of the many issues affecting the tele-
communications industry. I have ap-
preciated his insight and input and I 
want to wish him all the best in this 
well-deserved retirement. I know that 
whatever his pursuits in retirement, he 
will approach them with the same 
level-headed, calm, and committed ap-
proach that earned him deep respect 
over his accomplished career with 
Golden West.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT 
RESOLUTION SIGNED 

At 11:02 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
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