
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 17 23023 September 29, 2008 
By Mr. REED: 

S. 3654. A bill to improve research on 
health hazards in housing, to enhance the ca-
pacity of programs to reduce such hazards, 
to require outreach, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 714 

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 714, a bill to amend the Animal 
Welfare Act to ensure that all dogs and 
cats used by research facilities are ob-
tained legally. 

S. 826 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BAYH) and the Senator from Ne-
vada (Mr. REID) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 826, a bill to posthumously 
award a Congressional gold medal to 
Alice Paul, in recognition of her role in 
the women’s suffrage movement and in 
advancing equal rights for women. 

S. 1069 

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1069, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act regarding 
early detection, diagnosis, and treat-
ment of hearing loss. 

S. 2668 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI), the Senator from Wis-
consin (Mr. KOHL) and the Senator 
from Virginia (Mr. WEBB) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2668, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
move cell phones from listed property 
under section 280F. 

S. 3047 

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3047, a bill to provide for the coordina-
tion of the Nation’s science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics 
education initiatives. 

S. 3273 

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3273, a bill to promote the inter-
national deployment of clean tech-
nology, and for other purposes. 

S. 3283 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER), the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. DOR-
GAN), the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator 
from Rhode Island (Mr. REED), the Sen-
ator from Virginia (Mr. WEBB), the 
Senator from Missouri (Mrs. 
MCCASKILL), the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the Senator 

from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY), the 
Senator from Hawaii (Mr. INOUYE), the 
Senator from Iowa (Mr. HARKIN), the 
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY) and the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 3283, a bill to award a con-
gressional gold medal to Dr. Joseph 
Medicine Crow, in recognition of his es-
pecially meritorious role as a warrior 
of the Crow Tribe, Army Soldier in 
World War II, and author. 

S. 3429 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3429, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code to provide for an in-
creased mileage rate for charitable de-
ductions. 

S. 3490 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3490, a bill to amend the Neotropical 
Migratory Bird Conservation Act to re-
authorize the Act. 

S. 3498 
At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3498, a bill to amend title 46, 
United States Code, to extend the ex-
emption from the fire-retardant mate-
rials construction requirement for ves-
sels operating within the Boundary 
Line. 

S. 3507 
At the request of Mr. REED, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. SNOWE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3507, a bill to provide for 
additional emergency unemployment 
compensation. 

S. 3610 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3610, a bill to improve the accuracy of 
fur product labeling, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, 
Mr. STEVENS, Mr. AKAKA, and 
Mr. INOUYE): 

S. 3651. A bill to provide for the set-
tlement df certain claims under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, the 
Tlingit and Haida people, the first peo-
ple of Southeast Alaska, were perhaps 
the first group of Alaska Natives to or-
ganize for the purpose of asserting 
their aboriginal land claims. The Na-
tive land claims movement in the rest 
of Alaska did not gain momentum 
until the 1960s when aboriginal land ti-

tles were threatened by the impending 
construction of the Trans Alaska Pipe-
line. In southeast Alaska, the taking of 
Native lands for the Tongass National 
Forest and Glacier Bay National Monu-
ment spurred the Tlingit and Haida 
people to fight to recover their lands in 
the early part of the 20th Century. 

One of the first steps in this battle 
came with the formation of the Alaska 
Native Brotherhood in 1912. In 1935, the 
Jurisdictional Act, which allowed the 
Tlingit and Haida Indians to pursue 
their land claims in the U.S. Court of 
Claims, was enacted by Congress. 

After decades of litigation, the Na-
tive people of southeast Alaska re-
ceived a cash settlement in 1968 from 
the Court of Claims for the land pre-
viously taken to create the Tongass 
National Forest and the Glacier Bay 
National Monument. Yes there was a 
cash settlement of $7.5 million but the 
Native people of southeast Alaska have 
long believed that it did not adequately 
compensate them for the loss of their 
lands and resources. 

Beware the law of unintended con-
sequences. When the Native people of 
southeast Alaska chose to pursue their 
land claims in court they could not 
have foreseen that Congress would ulti-
mately settle the land claims of all of 
Alaska’s Native people through the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
of 1971. Nor could they have foreseen 
that they would be disadvantaged in 
obtaining the return of their aboriginal 
lands because of their early, and ulti-
mately successful, effort to litigate 
their land claims. Sadly this was the 
case. 

The Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1971 imposed a series of 
highly prescriptive limitations on the 
lands that Sealaska Corporation, the 
regional Alaska Native Corporation 
formed for southeast Alaska, could se-
lect in satisfaction of the Tlingit and 
Haida land claim. None of the other 11 
Alaska based regional Native corpora-
tions were subject to these limitations. 
Today, I join with Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
AKAKA and Mr. INOUYE to introduce 
legislation to right this wrong. 

For the most part, Sealaska Corpora-
tion has agreed to live within the con-
straints imposed by the 1971 legisla-
tion. It has taken conveyance to 290,000 
acres from the pool of lands it was al-
lowed to select under the 1971 act. As 
Sealaska moves to finalize its land se-
lections it has asked the Congress for 
flexibility to receive title to certain 
lands which it was not permitted to se-
lect under the prescriptive, and as 
Sealaska believes, discriminatory, lim-
itations contained in the 1971 legisla-
tion. 

The legislation we are introducing 
today would allow Sealaska to select 
its remaining entitlement from outside 
of the withdrawal areas permitted in 
the 1971 legislation. It allows the Na-
tive corporation to select up to 3,600 
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