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life and property and support the resumption 
of commerce in response to emergencies, 
natural and man-made disasters, and home-
land security and maritime domain aware-
ness needs, including obtaining Mission As-
signments as defined in section 641 of the 
Post-Katrina Emergency Management Re-
form Act of 2006 (6 U.S.C. 741); 

‘‘(5) the Administrator may create, sup-
port, and maintain such joint centers, and 
enter into and perform such contracts, 
leases, grants, or cooperative agreements as 
may be necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this Act; and 

‘‘(6) notwithstanding paragraph (5), the Ad-
ministrator shall award contracts for the ac-
quisition of hydrographic data in accordance 
with title IX of the Federal Property and Ad-
ministrative Services Act of 1949 (40 U.S.C. 
1101 et seq.).’’. 
SEC. 5. QUALITY ASSURANCE PROGRAM. 

Subsection (b) of section 305 of the Hydro-
graphic Services Improvement Act of 1998 (33 
U.S.C. 892b), as redesignated by section 2, is 
amended by striking ‘‘303(a)(3)’’ each place it 
appears and inserting ‘‘304(a)(3)’’. 
SEC. 6. HYDROGRAPHIC SERVICES REVIEW 

PANEL. 
Section 306 of the Hydrographic Services 

Improvement Act of 1998 (33 U.S.C. 892c), as 
redesignated by section 2, is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘303’’ in subsection (b)(1) 
and inserting ‘‘304’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (c)(1)(A) and in-
serting ‘‘(A) The panel shall consist of 15 vot-
ing members who shall be appointed by the 
Administrator. The Co-directors of the Joint 
Hydrographic Institute and no more than 2 
employees of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration appointed by the 
Administrator shall serve as nonvoting 
members of the panel. The voting members 
of the panel shall be individuals who, by rea-
son of knowledge, experience, or training, 
are especially qualified in 1 or more of the 
disciplines and fields relating to hydro-
graphic data and hydrographic services, and 
other disciplines as determined appropriate 
by the Administrator.’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘Secretary’’ in subsections 
(c)(1)(C), (c)(3), and (e) and inserting ‘‘Admin-
istrator’’; and 

(4) by striking subsection (d) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(d) COMPENSATION.—Voting members of 
the panel shall be reimbursed for actual and 
reasonable expenses, such as travel and per 
diem, incurred in the performance of such 
duties.’’. 
SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 307 of the Hydrographic Services 
Improvement Act of 1998 (33 U.S.C. 892d), as 
redesignated by section 2, is amended to read 
as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 307. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated 
to the Administrator sums as may be nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2008 through 
2012 for the purposes of carrying out this 
Act.’’. 

The Senate bill was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table. 

f 

NOAA LAND SALE 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 5350) to 
authorize the Secretary of Commerce 
to sell or exchange certain National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion property located in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, and for other purposes, with a 
Senate amendment thereto, and concur 
in the Senate amendment. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Clerk read the Senate amend-

ment, as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
On page 4, after line 20, insert: 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 

the Secretary of Commerce, through the Under 
Secretary and Administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), is authorized to enter into a land lease 
with Mobile County, Alabama for a period of 
not less than 40 years, on such terms and condi-
tions as NOAA deems appropriate, for purposes 
of construction of a Gulf of Mexico Disaster Re-
sponse Center facility, provided that the lease is 
at no cost to the government. NOAA may enter 
into agreements with state, local, or county gov-
ernments for purposes of joint use, operations 
and occupancy of such facility. 

Mr. RAHALL (during the reading). 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 
gentleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST 
VERTICAL ASCENT OF THE FACE 
OF EL CAPITAN IN YOSEMITE 
NATIONAL PARK 
Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the resolution (H. Res. 1474) recog-
nizing the 50th anniversary of the first 
vertical ascent of the face of El Capi-
tan in Yosemite National Park and 
honoring the historic climbing feat of 
the original climbing team, and ask for 
its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1474 

Whereas November 12, 2008, will mark the 
50th anniversary of the first vertical ascent 
of the face of El Capitan in Yosemite Na-
tional Park; 

Whereas in 1890 Yosemite National Park 
was established as the third National Park of 
the United States; 

Whereas Yosemite National Park is com-
monly referred to as ‘‘The Crown Jewel of 
the National Park System;’’ 

Whereas Yosemite National Park is recog-
nized as the ‘‘Climbing Mecca’’ of the world; 

Whereas El Capitan is the world’s tallest 
free-standing granite monolith, with a sum-
mit elevation of 7,569 feet above sea level; 

Whereas Wayne Merry, George Whitmore, 
and Warren J. Harding, the original climbing 
team, with the assistance of Wally Reed, 
Allen Steck, Bill ‘‘Dolt’’ Feuerer, Mark Pow-
ell, John Whitmer, Rich Calderwood, and the 
ground support team of Bea Vogel and Ellen 
Searby, completed the first vertical ascent 
of the face of El Capitan on November 12, 
1958; 

Whereas the first vertical ascent of the 
face of El Capitan was accomplished on the 
Nose Route, recognized as one of the most fa-
mous climbing routes in the world; 

Whereas November 8, 1958, marks the date 
when the final push towards the summit of 
El Capitan was spurred on due to deterio-
rating weather conditions; 

Whereas the first vertical ascent of the 
face of El Capitan was accomplished in 47 
days in expedition style; 

Whereas the first vertical ascent of the 
face of El Capitan was accomplished by the 
original climbing team using fixed ropes 
that linked established camps along the way; 

Whereas the original climbing team relied 
heavily on aid climbing, using rope, pitons, 
and expansion bolts to make it to the sum-
mit; 

Whereas thousands of rock climbers have 
reached the summit of El Capitan since 1958 
using the identical Nose Route; and 

Whereas on November 8, 2008, there will be 
an event in Yosemite National Park cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of the first 
vertical assent of the face of El Capitan: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the 50th anniversary of the 
momentous first vertical ascent of the face 
of El Capitan in Yosemite National Park; 
and 

(2) honors the historic climbing feat of the 
original climbing team. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

EXTENDING AUTHORIZATION OF 
DELAWARE WATER GAP NA-
TIONAL RECREATION AREA CIT-
IZEN ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 7017) to amend Public 
Law 100–573 to extend the authorization 
of the Delaware Water Gap National 
Recreation Area Citizen Advisory Com-
mission, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7017 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXTENDED AUTHORIZATION OF 

DELAWARE WATER GAP NATIONAL 
RECREATION AREA CITIZEN ADVI-
SORY COMMISSION. 

Section 5 of Public Law 100–573 (16 U.S.C. 
460o note) is amended to read as follows: 
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‘‘SEC. 5. TERMINATION OF COMMISSION. 

‘‘The Commission shall terminate on the 
date that is 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.’’. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. RAHALL 
Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I 

have an amendment at the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. RAHALL: 
On page 2, line 3, strike ‘‘1 year’’ and insert 

‘‘21 years’’. 

Mr. RAHALL (during the reading). 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the amendment be considered 
as read and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. GARRETT. Madam Speaker, I am 

pleased that the House recently considered 
and unanimously consented to the passage of 
H.R. 7017, a bill to reauthorize the Delaware 
Water Gap National Recreation Area 
(DWGNRA) Citizens Advisory Commission 
(CAC) for an additional year. Both Represent-
ative CARNEY and I believe that this citizen ac-
tion group serves as an important liaison be-
tween National Park Service Officials and park 
neighbors. 

Communication is the key to addressing and 
resolving citizen concerns, and it is clear that 
residents and park users value the opportunity 
to respond to DWGNRA decisions and pro-
pose alternative ideas. I was proud to intro-
duce this bipartisan legislation and I believe it 
will improve the communication process be-
tween park officials and the local community. 
The citizens of New Jersey should be con-
fident in the ability of the Federal Government 
to hear and address their suggestions. 

The Delaware Water Gap region has a tur-
bulent history, one marked by improper gov-
ernment interference and Federal invasion of 
the rights of property owners. Realizing this, 
my predecessor, Representative Marge 
Roukama, authored legislation establishing a 
Citizen’s Advisory Commission (CAC) in 1988. 
The CAC was reauthorized for an additional 
decade in 1998 and has served as a forum for 
the public to interact with park officials. 

Due to the combined efforts of various Com-
mission members and park officials, the Dela-
ware Water Gap NRA has increased in popu-
larity and sees millions of visitors each year. 
These visitors enjoy the beauty of the scenery 
and the opportunity to participate in activities 
like hiking, canoeing, and swimming. I am 
confident that the CAC will continue to play a 
valuable role in preserving the splendor of the 
Delaware Water Gap for future generations. 

The ability of local residents to communicate 
with Federal agencies has been one of my 
main focuses and I call upon the Senate to 
follow the House’s example and pass this im-
portant legislation. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

FEMA ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 
2007 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure be discharged from further 
consideration of the Senate bill (S. 
2382) to require the Administrator of 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to quickly and fairly address 
the abundance of surplus manufactured 
housing units stored by the Federal 
Government around the country at 
taxpayer expense, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the Senate bill is as fol-

lows: 
S. 2382 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘FEMA Ac-
countability Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that— 
(1) more than 19,000 mobile homes and 

travel trailers sit unused at the storage site 
in Hope, Arkansas; 

(2) the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency spends $25,000 each month to store 
the unused manufactured homes in Hope, Ar-
kansas; 

(3) the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency spends in excess of $3,000,000 each 
year to store unused manufactured homes at 
15 storage sites across the country; 

(4) these manufactured housing units were 
purchased to aid disaster victims during the 
2005 hurricane season; 

(5) it is anticipated that the number of un-
used mobile homes and trailers could con-
tinue to increase as residents find permanent 
housing; 

(6) many of these manufactured homes are 
now severely damaged or may contain poten-
tially harmful levels of formaldehyde; and 

(7) the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency has had ample time to assess the 
need for on-hand manufactured housing. 
SEC. 3. STORAGE, SALE, TRANSFER, AND DIS-

POSAL OF HOUSING UNITS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (in this section referred 
to as the ‘‘Administrator’’) shall complete an 
assessment of the number of manufactured 
housing units it finds necessary to stock to 
respond to disasters occurring after the date 
of enactment of this Act. 

(b) PLAN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), not later than 6 months after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall establish a well developed 
plan for permanently storing manufactured 
housing units necessary to stock, selling or 
transferring usable surplus units, and dis-
posing of unusable units. 

(2) EXCEPTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Administrator sub-

mits to Congress a written certification that 
the Administrator is unable to determine the 
safe level of exposure to formaldehyde for 
purposes of travel trailers, the Adminis-
trator may exclude from the plan under 
paragraph (1) any travel trailer that the Ad-
ministrator determines may contain form-
aldehyde. 

(B) DURATION.—The authority to exclude 
travel trailers under this paragraph shall 
terminate on the date on which the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency promulgates regulations regarding 
exposure levels for formaldehyde that are ap-
plicable to travel trailers. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 9 
months after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Administrator shall implement the 
plan described in subsection (b). 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the status of the distribution, sale, 
transfer, or disposal of unused manufactured 
housing units. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. RAHALL 
Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I 

have an amendment at the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. RAHALL: 
Strike all after the enacting clause 

and insert the following: 
SECTION 1. STORAGE, SALE, TRANSFER, AND DIS-

POSAL OF HOUSING UNITS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the fol-

lowing definitions apply: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of FEMA. 
(2) EMERGENCY; MAJOR DISASTER.—The 

terms ‘‘emergency’’ and ‘‘major disaster’’ 
have the meanings given such terms in sec-
tion 102 of the Stafford Act (42 U.S.C. 5122). 

(3) FEMA.—The term ‘‘FEMA’’ means the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

(4) HAZARD.—The term ‘‘hazard’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 602 of 
the Stafford Act (42 U.S.C. 5195a). 

(5) USABLE CONDITION.—The term ‘‘usable 
condition’’ means, with respect to a tem-
porary housing unit, a temporary housing 
unit that provides a safe and sanitary living 
condition. 

(6) STAFFORD ACT.—The term ‘‘Stafford 
Act’’ means the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

(b) NEEDS ASSESSMENT; ESTABLISHMENT OF 
CRITERIA.—Not later than 3 months after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall— 

(1) complete an assessment to determine 
the number of temporary housing units pur-
chased by FEMA that FEMA needs to main-
tain in stock to respond appropriately to 
emergencies or major disasters occurring 
after the date of enactment of this Act; and 

(2) establish criteria for determining 
whether the individual temporary housing 
units stored by FEMA are in usable condi-
tion. 

(c) PLAN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator shall establish a plan for— 

(A) storing the number of temporary hous-
ing units that the Administrator has deter-
mined under subsection (b)(1) that FEMA 
needs to maintain in stock; 

(B) selling, transferring, donating, or oth-
erwise disposing of the temporary housing 
units in the inventory of FEMA, as of the 
date of enactment of this Act, that— 

(i) are in excess of the number of tem-
porary housing units that the Administrator 
has determined under subsection (b)(1) that 
FEMA needs to maintain in stock; and 

(ii) are in usable condition, based on the 
criteria established under subsection (b)(2); 
and 

(C) disposing of the temporary housing 
units in the inventory of FEMA that the Ad-
ministrator determines are not in usable 
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