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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-

MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM, 

Washington, DC, September 29, 2008. 
Hon. JAMES OBERSTAR, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, House of Representatives, 
2165 Rayburn House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN OBERSTAR: I write to you 
regarding H.R. 7217, a bill to amend title 40, 
United States Code, to enhance authorities 
with regard to real property that has yet to 
be reported excess, and for other purposes. 
This bill is the product of negotiations be-
tween the House and Senate on provisions 
contained in H.R. 5787, the ‘‘Federal Real 
Property Disposal Enhancement Act of 
2008’’, and S. 1677, a bill to establish a pilot 
program for the expedited disposal of Fed-
eral real property. 

I agree that provisions in H.R. 7217 are of 
jurisdictional interest to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. I appre-
ciate your willingness to waive rights to fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 7217, and I ac-
knowledge that through this waiver, your 
Committee is not relinquishing its jurisdic-
tion over the relevant provisions of H.R. 7217. 

This exchange of letters will be placed in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD as part of the 
consideration of H.R. 7217 in the House. 

I thank you for working with me to pass 
this important legislation. 

Sincerely, 
HENRY A. WAXMAN, 

Chairman. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker, 
today we take up the Federal Real Property 
Disposal Enhancement Act of 2008. This bill is 
a common sense reform that I have long sup-
ported. 

The federal government is the largest land-
holder in the country. As such, it is essential 
for the federal government to manage its prop-
erties as efficiently and effectively as possible. 

More importantly, property which is no 
longer of use to the federal government 
should be removed from the inventory. 

Unfortunately, over the years, federal prop-
erty disposal processes have become increas-
ingly cumbersome and unwieldy, and agencies 
often decide it’s easier to sit on a property 
than try to get rid of it. 

In fact, OMB estimates a backlog of more 
than 21,000 in properties in need of mainte-
nance and repair, carrying a price tag of more 
than $18 billion. 

When I chaired the Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee, I spent a consider-
able amount of time working to reform the fed-
eral real property disposal system. 

This bill does not go as far as I would like 
us to go in reforming our federal property 
laws. 

But the databases and reporting require-
ments included in this legislation will at least 
allow us to know the extent of the problem. 

Good government doesn’t just mandate that 
we don’t spend what we don’t need to spend 
. . . it also mandates that we don’t keep what 
we don’t need to keep. 

It’s time the government does a better job at 
meeting that goal so I’ll be supporting this leg-
islation and I encourage my colleague to do 
the same. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the 
measures just considered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
f 

STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES GIFT OF 
LIFE MEDAL ACT OF 2008 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Committees on Financial Services 
and Energy and Commerce be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 7198) to establish the 
Stephanie Tubbs Jones Gift of Life 
Medal for organ donors and the family 
of organ donors, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7198 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Stephanie 
Tubbs Jones Gift of Life Medal Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR STEPH-

ANIE TUBBS JONES GIFT OF LIFE 
MEDAL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the provisions 
of this section and the availability of funds 
under this Act, any organ donor, or the fam-
ily of any organ donor, shall be eligible for a 
Stephanie Tubbs Jones Gift of Life Medal 
(hereafter in this Act referred to as a 
‘‘medal’’). 

(b) DOCUMENTATION.—The Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall direct the 
entity operating the Organ Procurement and 
Transplantation Network to— 

(1) establish an application procedure re-
quiring the relevant organ procurement or-
ganization through which an individual or 
family of the individual made an organ dona-
tion, to submit to such entity documenta-
tion supporting the eligibility of the indi-
vidual or the family, respectively, to receive 
a medal; 

(2) determine through the documentation 
provided and, if necessary, independent in-
vestigation whether the individual or family, 
respectively, is eligible to receive such a 
medal; and 

(3) arrange for the presentation to the rel-
evant organ procurement organization all 
medals struck pursuant to section 4 to indi-
viduals or families that are determined to be 
eligible to receive medals. 

(c) LIMITATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), only 1 medal may be presented 
to a family under subsection (b). Such medal 
shall be presented to the donating family 
member, or in the case of a deceased donor, 
the family member who signed the consent 
form authorizing, or who otherwise author-
ized, the donation of the organ involved. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—In the case of a family in 
which more than 1 member is an organ 
donor, a medal may be presented for each 
such organ donor. 
SEC. 3. SOLICITATION OF DONATIONS; PROHIBI-

TION ON USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Organ Procurement 

and Transplantation Network may collect 
funds to offset expenditures relating to the 
issuance of medals authorized under this 
Act. 

(b) PAYMENT OF FUNDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), all funds received by the 
Organ Procurement and Transplantation 
Network under subsection (a) shall be 
promptly paid by the Organ Procurement 
and Transplantation Network to the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services for 
purposes of purchasing medals under this 
Act for distribution and paying the adminis-
trative costs of the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services and the Secretary of the 
Treasury in carrying out this Act. 

(2) LIMITATION.—Not more than 7 percent 
of any funds received under subsection (a) 
may be used to pay administrative costs, and 
fundraising costs to solicit funds under sub-
section (a), incurred by the Organ Procure-
ment and Transplantation Network in car-
rying out this Act. 

(c) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FEDERAL 
FUNDS.—No Federal funds (including 
amounts appropriated for use by the Organ 
Procurement and Transplantation Network) 
may be used for purposes of carrying out this 
Act, including purchasing medals under this 
Act or paying the administrative costs of the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services or 
the Secretary of the Treasury in carrying 
out this Act. 
SEC. 4. DESIGN AND PRODUCTION OF MEDAL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the provisions 
of this section, the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall design and strike the Stephanie Tubbs 
Jones Gift of Life Medals, each of which 
shall— 

(1) weigh 250 grams; 
(2) have a diameter of 3 inches; and 
(3) consist of bronze. 
(b) DESIGN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The design of the medals 

shall commemorate the compassion and 
courage manifested by and the sacrifices 
made by organ donors and their families, and 
the medals shall bear suitable emblems, de-
vices, and inscriptions. 

(2) SELECTION.—The design of medals 
struck under this section shall be— 

(A) selected by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, the Organ Pro-
curement and Transplantation Network, in-
terested members of the family of Stephanie 
Tubbs Jones, Dr. William H. Frist, and the 
Commission of Fine Arts; and 

(B) reviewed by the Citizens Coin Advisory 
Committee. 

(c) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck 
pursuant to this section are national medals 
for purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United 
States Code. 

(d) STRIKING AND DELIVERY OF MINIMUM- 
SIZED LOTS.—The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall strike and deliver to the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services no fewer than 
100 medals at any time pursuant to an order 
by such Secretary. 

(e) COST OF MEDALS.—Medals struck under 
this section and sold to the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services for distribution 
in accordance with this Act shall be sold to 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
at a price sufficient to cover the cost of de-
signing and striking the medals, including 
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