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RECOGNIZING THE VALUABLE 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF NICA-
RAGUAN-AMERICANS 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to recognize and celebrate the contribu-
tions of our Nation’s Nicaraguan-American 
population. The South Florida community that 
I represent is blessed to have many of these 
hard-working and talented individuals. Their 
contributions to our community’s success and 
growth are a testament to their dedication and 
service. 

It is fitting that this recognition occurs in the 
month of September. The rapid growth of Nic-
araguan immigrants started in September 
1972 following a devastating earthquake. The 
largest group of refugees arrived on our 
shores in September 1979 as they escaped 
the communist Sandinista regime. 

Out of this tragedy came the triumph of a 
people who were determined not be victims of 
circumstance. They took charge of their life 
and decided to make a better life for them-
selves and their children in our great country. 
They have contributed to the fabric of Amer-
ican society and helped strengthen the ties 
between both our nations. 

During the next Congressional session, I will 
be introducing a resolution to designate Sep-
tember as Nicaraguan-American Heritage 
month. It is a fitting tribute for a people who 
have truly realized their own American dream. 

f 

HONORING VARTKESS BALIAN 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Vartkess Balian. Mr. Balian 
epitomized the life of a community leader. His 
contributions enriched the lives of countless 
Armenians and Armenian Americans. He will 
be remembered for his graciousness, compas-
sion, and ingenuity. 

Vartkess Balian grew up in Beirut, Lebanon, 
in a family that taught him to value his Arme-
nian ancestry. When he moved to the United 
States, he brought his love of being Armenian 
to his new home. Championing Armenian 
issues, Mr. Balian served in various leadership 
positions at the Armenian General Benevolent 
Union. Through his generosity and interest in 
enhancing the lives of Armenian youth, he and 
his wife, Rita Balian, spearheaded the AGBU’s 
successful New York Summer Intern Program, 
giving hundreds of Armenian college students 
the opportunity for professional development 
and international experience in the United 
States. 

Mr. Balian also served as president of the 
Tekeyan Cultural Association. During this time 
he established the Vartkess and Rita Balian 
Press Award to foster excellence in the field of 
journalism by giving grants to promising cor-
respondents. Dedicating himself to education, 

Mr. Balian helped found the Friends of 
Yerevan State University. This organization 
has raised millions of dollars to improve uni-
versity facilities and provide for scholarship 
endowment funds. 

Madam Speaker, I sincerely hope that my 
colleagues will join me in celebrating the life of 
Vartkess Balian, and extending our sincere 
condolences and deep appreciation to Mrs. 
Rita Balian. Mr. Balian’s efforts will continue to 
benefit and inspire Armenian youth and his 
many international colleagues and friends for 
years to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, on the 
evening of September 28, 2008, I was unable 
to vote due to illness and missed three Rollcall 
Votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall number 666, on ordering the 
previous question on H. Res. 1514; ‘‘yea’’ on 
Rollcall number 667, on agreeing to H. Res. 
1514; and ‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall number 668, on 
passage of S. 2840. 

Additionally, due to illness, I missed five 
Rollcall Votes on September 29, 2008. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
Rollcall 669, passage of S. 906; ‘‘yea’’ on Roll-
call number 670, on ordering the previous 
question on H. Res. 1517; ‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall 
number 671 on agreeing to H. Res. 1517; 
‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall number 672 on agreeing to 
H. Con. Res. 440; and ‘‘nay’’ on Rollcall num-
ber 673 on the motion to adjourn. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. LARRY M. WADE, 
SR. 

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Mr. Larry M. Wade, Sr., a distin-
guished individual who recently became the 
State Commander for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, VFW, Department of Pennsylvania. As 
State Commander, he is responsible for Penn-
sylvania’s 29 districts and over 550 posts. He 
works with Pennsylvania’s line officers to en-
sure the operations and programs of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Department of Pennsyl-
vania. He also represents Pennsylvania’s 
V.F.W. on a national level and serves on a 
number of commissions working tirelessly on 
behalf of our Nation’s veterans. Mr. Wade has 
also served his country honorably in the 
United States Navy, where he served three 
tours of duty in Vietnam. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Wade started working 
in the V.F.W. Post 7377 in Sankertown, Penn-
sylvania, where he still lives with his wife 
Debra. As Post Commander, he was honored 
as an All-State Commander for five consecu-
tive years. Furthermore, he was previously 
honored as the Cambria County Veteran of 

the Year. In addition to holding positions at the 
post level, Mr. Wade has also held office at 
the county, district, and State levels. Before 
being named the State Commander, he held 
the positions of Department Senior Vice Com-
mander, Department Junior Vice Commander, 
and Community Activities Chairman. 

Madam Speaker, the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars is a strong advocate on behalf of our 
Nation’s veterans and is particularly strong in 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Wade’s leadership will help 
to ensure that the V.F.W. will continue in its 
central mission. I wish to conclude my re-
marks by congratulating Mr. Wade on his out-
standing accomplishment. 

f 

HONORING THE 11TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INSTITUTE FOR 
BEHAVIOR CHANGE 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 11th Anniversary of a 
professional organization dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of adolescents in Southeastern 
Pennsylvania with autism and other develop-
mental disabilities. 

The Institute for Behavior Change of 
Coatesville, Chester County was founded in 
1997 by Dr. Steven Kosor, a licensed psychol-
ogist and certified school psychologist. Dr. 
Kosor’s vision was an Institute that would re-
cruit and train those providing quality in-school 
and in-home psychological treatment and be-
havioral support to children. 

Since the Institute’s inception, its dedicated 
staff has served more than 500 children 
throughout Philadelphia and the surrounding 
Chester, Delaware and Montgomery Counties. 

The Institute will commemorate its 11th An-
niversary during a conference at the Eden Re-
sort in Lancaster, Pennsylvania on November 
21, 2008. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me today in celebrating this special mile-
stone for The Institute for Behavior Change 
and thanking the staff for its outstanding pro-
fessionalism and commitment to helping youth 
with developmental disabilities fulfill their max-
imum potential. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COUNTY SUPER-
VISOR TIM SMITH OF SONOMA 
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today along with my colleague, 
Congresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY, to recognize 
and honor Tim Smith, who is retiring after 
serving for 20 years on the Sonoma County 
Board of Supervisors. Upon his retirement, 
Supervisor Smith will have earned the distinc-
tion of being the longest continuously serving 
supervisor in the county’s history. 
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Supervisor Smith began his service to our 

country as a Navy radioman in Vietnam. When 
he returned from Vietnam, he attended 
Sonoma State University, where he graduated 
with a B.A. in Political Science in 1976. 

Shortly thereafter, he joined the staff of 
State Assemblyman Doug Bosco and contin-
ued as his district director when the Assembly-
man was elected to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Supervisor Smith was elected to the Board 
in 1988. As Supervisor, he provided con-
stituent services to 95,000 people in the Third 
District. The Board also sets the policy direc-
tion for the $700 million annual budget and 
3,500 county employees, works extensively 
with the legislative delegation on legislative 
and regulatory issues and serves on many re-
gional and local agencies, commissions and 
boards. 

Just a few of these agencies, commissions 
and boards include the Sonoma County Agri-
cultural Preservation and Open Space District, 
the National Association of Counties, the Cali-
fornia Association of Counties, the Association 
of Bay Area Governments, the Sonoma Coun-
ty Community Development Commission and 
the Bay Area Air Quality Management District. 

In his spare time, he has been a volunteer, 
advocate or fundraiser for many non-profit or-
ganizations, including the Volunteer Center, 
United Way, Day of Caring, the Hate Free 
Community Project, the Valley of the Moon 
Children’s Home, the Heart Association and 
the Sonoma County Climate Protection Cam-
paign. 

Supervisor Smith intends to spend his well 
earned leisure time traveling with his wife, Su-
zanne, enjoying his hobbies of golf and fly 
fishing, and spending more time with his 3 
children and 5 grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, Supervisor Smith leaves a 
distinguished record of public service and a 
lasting reputation as a problem solver who al-
ways had the best interests of the people of 
Sonoma County in mind as he worked on their 
behalf. We will miss our partnership with him 
but know he will continue to be a strong advo-
cate for his community. It is appropriate that 
we honor and acknowledge him today for his 
lifetime of public service. 

f 

HONORING GARRETT ELLSWORTH 
MOORE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Garrett Ellsworth Moore of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Garrett is a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1378, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Garrett has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Garrett has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Garrett Ellsworth Moore 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 

f 

HONORING THE NELSON FAMILY 
OF COMPANIES 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 29, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today along with my colleague, Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON to recognize and honor the 
Nelson Family of Companies, which has been 
selected as the Business of the Year by the 
Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

The Nelson Family of Companies is an 
independently owned group of businesses that 
provide a wide variety of full-time and con-
tract-staffing services as well as software and 
support services designed to facilitate work-
force management. 

The first of the ‘‘Nelson Companies’’ opened 
in 1970 in San Rafael. In 1989 a corporate of-
fice was established in Sonoma. The compa-
nies currently employ more than 300 people in 
25 offices throughout northern California. 

In addition to being a major employer itself 
in Sonoma and providing support services to 
other local businesses, the Nelson family has 
been an active participant in community orga-
nizations and events. Primary beneficiaries 
have been the Hanna Boys Center and 
Sonoma Valley Hospital. The companies have 
also been sponsors or supporters of the 
Sonoma Jazz Festival, the Charles Schwab 
Cup Champion’s Tour event at Sonoma Golf 
Club, the Sonoma Wine Harvest Auction and 
Festival, the American Red Cross, the Amer-
ican Heart Association annual walk, the Blood 
Bank of the Redwoods annual blood drive, the 
Valley of the Moon Boys & Girls Club and the 
Valley of the Moon Teen Center and the 
Sonoma Valley Mentoring Alliance. 

Madam Speaker, local businesses in the 
small communities throughout our two Con-
gressional districts are much more than em-
ployers. They are the backbone of a support 
system for projects, non-profit organizations 
and civic events that would not be successful 
without their involvement. No organization bet-
ter exemplifies this commitment than the Nel-
son Family of Companies. It is therefore ap-
propriate for us to honor Chairman Gary D. 
Nelson and his leadership team and employ-
ees, both past and present, for their great 
work throughout the years. 

f 

HONORING RICHARD LACOSSE ON 
HIS INDUCTION INTO THE UPPER 
PENINSULA LABOR HALL OF 
FAME 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Richard (Dick) LaCosse on his induc-

tion into Upper Peninsula Labor Hall of Fame. 
A resident of Escanaba, Michigan, Mr. 
LaCosse will be honored at the U.P. Labor 
Hall of Fame Induction Banquet on October 
11, 2008. I ask that you, Madam Speaker, and 
the entire U.S. House of Representatives, join 
me in honoring Mr. LaCosse on this momen-
tous occasion. 

Richard LaCosse began his career in 1969 
when he went to work at Mead Paper in Esca-
naba, Michigan. He joined United Paper-
workers International Union, UPIU, Local 110, 
which is now United Steelworkers, USW, 
Local 2–21. Dick LaCosse quickly became ac-
tively involved in his local union and soon be-
came a shop steward. He was appointed to 
the position of Chief Steward and vice presi-
dent in June 1978 and was elected president 
of the local union in January 1981. In August 
1983, he was appointed to the position of 
international representative. 

During his 25 years with the International 
Union he served at one time or another as: a 
member of the Delta County Trades and 
Labor Council; member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Upper Peninsula Labor/Manage-
ment Council, including a term as its presi-
dent; chairman of the Niagara of Wisconsin 
Jointly Trusted Pension Plan; trustee of PACE 
International Union’s Pension Plan; member of 
the Board of Directors of the Upper Peninsula 
Private Industry Council; treasurer of the 
Upper Peninsula Safety Council; member of 
the Governor’s Task Force on Education; 
member of Michigan’s School to Work Com-
mittee; member of the Delta/Schoolcraft Edu-
cation Advisory Development Board; member 
of the UPIU/Scott Paper Joint Advisory Com-
mittee; steward of the Representatives and 
Organizers Union; member of the Advisory 
Planning Committee of Northern Michigan Uni-
versity’s Labor Education Division; planning 
commissioner for the city of Escanaba; mem-
ber of the Delta County Economic Develop-
ment Alliance Board; member of the USW/ 
SCA Joint Advisory Committee; executive 
board member of the Michigan and Wisconsin 
State AFL–CIO. Mr. LaCosse has also been a 
guest instructor on labor issues at Northern 
Michigan University, Bay de Noc Community 
College and several area high schools. 

In 2003, at the first convention of PACE 
International Union, Mr. LaCosse was elected 
vice president and regional director of Region 
10, which was the largest region in PACE. In 
2005, PACE International Union merged with 
the United Steelworkers of America to become 
the USW International Union, the largest in-
dustrial union in the nation. On March 1, 2006, 
he was installed as international vice president 
with responsibility for national paper bar-
gaining in the newly merged union. Mr. 
LaCosse retired from the USW on March 1, 
2008. 

Madam Speaker, Richard LaCosse has 
spent a career advocating for the rights of his 
colleagues. Dick’s years of service have no 
doubt made an impact on countless workers 
across the country. I ask that you and the en-
tire U.S. House of Representatives join me in 
honoring and thanking Richard LaCosse as he 
received a well-deserved induction into the 
Upper Peninsula Labor Hall of Fame. 
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