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Supervisor Smith began his service to our 

country as a Navy radioman in Vietnam. When 
he returned from Vietnam, he attended 
Sonoma State University, where he graduated 
with a B.A. in Political Science in 1976. 

Shortly thereafter, he joined the staff of 
State Assemblyman Doug Bosco and contin-
ued as his district director when the Assembly-
man was elected to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Supervisor Smith was elected to the Board 
in 1988. As Supervisor, he provided con-
stituent services to 95,000 people in the Third 
District. The Board also sets the policy direc-
tion for the $700 million annual budget and 
3,500 county employees, works extensively 
with the legislative delegation on legislative 
and regulatory issues and serves on many re-
gional and local agencies, commissions and 
boards. 

Just a few of these agencies, commissions 
and boards include the Sonoma County Agri-
cultural Preservation and Open Space District, 
the National Association of Counties, the Cali-
fornia Association of Counties, the Association 
of Bay Area Governments, the Sonoma Coun-
ty Community Development Commission and 
the Bay Area Air Quality Management District. 

In his spare time, he has been a volunteer, 
advocate or fundraiser for many non-profit or-
ganizations, including the Volunteer Center, 
United Way, Day of Caring, the Hate Free 
Community Project, the Valley of the Moon 
Children’s Home, the Heart Association and 
the Sonoma County Climate Protection Cam-
paign. 

Supervisor Smith intends to spend his well 
earned leisure time traveling with his wife, Su-
zanne, enjoying his hobbies of golf and fly 
fishing, and spending more time with his 3 
children and 5 grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, Supervisor Smith leaves a 
distinguished record of public service and a 
lasting reputation as a problem solver who al-
ways had the best interests of the people of 
Sonoma County in mind as he worked on their 
behalf. We will miss our partnership with him 
but know he will continue to be a strong advo-
cate for his community. It is appropriate that 
we honor and acknowledge him today for his 
lifetime of public service. 
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HONORING GARRETT ELLSWORTH 
MOORE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Garrett Ellsworth Moore of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Garrett is a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1378, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Garrett has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Garrett has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Garrett Ellsworth Moore 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 
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HONORING THE NELSON FAMILY 
OF COMPANIES 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 29, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today along with my colleague, Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON to recognize and honor the 
Nelson Family of Companies, which has been 
selected as the Business of the Year by the 
Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

The Nelson Family of Companies is an 
independently owned group of businesses that 
provide a wide variety of full-time and con-
tract-staffing services as well as software and 
support services designed to facilitate work-
force management. 

The first of the ‘‘Nelson Companies’’ opened 
in 1970 in San Rafael. In 1989 a corporate of-
fice was established in Sonoma. The compa-
nies currently employ more than 300 people in 
25 offices throughout northern California. 

In addition to being a major employer itself 
in Sonoma and providing support services to 
other local businesses, the Nelson family has 
been an active participant in community orga-
nizations and events. Primary beneficiaries 
have been the Hanna Boys Center and 
Sonoma Valley Hospital. The companies have 
also been sponsors or supporters of the 
Sonoma Jazz Festival, the Charles Schwab 
Cup Champion’s Tour event at Sonoma Golf 
Club, the Sonoma Wine Harvest Auction and 
Festival, the American Red Cross, the Amer-
ican Heart Association annual walk, the Blood 
Bank of the Redwoods annual blood drive, the 
Valley of the Moon Boys & Girls Club and the 
Valley of the Moon Teen Center and the 
Sonoma Valley Mentoring Alliance. 

Madam Speaker, local businesses in the 
small communities throughout our two Con-
gressional districts are much more than em-
ployers. They are the backbone of a support 
system for projects, non-profit organizations 
and civic events that would not be successful 
without their involvement. No organization bet-
ter exemplifies this commitment than the Nel-
son Family of Companies. It is therefore ap-
propriate for us to honor Chairman Gary D. 
Nelson and his leadership team and employ-
ees, both past and present, for their great 
work throughout the years. 
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HONORING RICHARD LACOSSE ON 
HIS INDUCTION INTO THE UPPER 
PENINSULA LABOR HALL OF 
FAME 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Richard (Dick) LaCosse on his induc-

tion into Upper Peninsula Labor Hall of Fame. 
A resident of Escanaba, Michigan, Mr. 
LaCosse will be honored at the U.P. Labor 
Hall of Fame Induction Banquet on October 
11, 2008. I ask that you, Madam Speaker, and 
the entire U.S. House of Representatives, join 
me in honoring Mr. LaCosse on this momen-
tous occasion. 

Richard LaCosse began his career in 1969 
when he went to work at Mead Paper in Esca-
naba, Michigan. He joined United Paper-
workers International Union, UPIU, Local 110, 
which is now United Steelworkers, USW, 
Local 2–21. Dick LaCosse quickly became ac-
tively involved in his local union and soon be-
came a shop steward. He was appointed to 
the position of Chief Steward and vice presi-
dent in June 1978 and was elected president 
of the local union in January 1981. In August 
1983, he was appointed to the position of 
international representative. 

During his 25 years with the International 
Union he served at one time or another as: a 
member of the Delta County Trades and 
Labor Council; member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Upper Peninsula Labor/Manage-
ment Council, including a term as its presi-
dent; chairman of the Niagara of Wisconsin 
Jointly Trusted Pension Plan; trustee of PACE 
International Union’s Pension Plan; member of 
the Board of Directors of the Upper Peninsula 
Private Industry Council; treasurer of the 
Upper Peninsula Safety Council; member of 
the Governor’s Task Force on Education; 
member of Michigan’s School to Work Com-
mittee; member of the Delta/Schoolcraft Edu-
cation Advisory Development Board; member 
of the UPIU/Scott Paper Joint Advisory Com-
mittee; steward of the Representatives and 
Organizers Union; member of the Advisory 
Planning Committee of Northern Michigan Uni-
versity’s Labor Education Division; planning 
commissioner for the city of Escanaba; mem-
ber of the Delta County Economic Develop-
ment Alliance Board; member of the USW/ 
SCA Joint Advisory Committee; executive 
board member of the Michigan and Wisconsin 
State AFL–CIO. Mr. LaCosse has also been a 
guest instructor on labor issues at Northern 
Michigan University, Bay de Noc Community 
College and several area high schools. 

In 2003, at the first convention of PACE 
International Union, Mr. LaCosse was elected 
vice president and regional director of Region 
10, which was the largest region in PACE. In 
2005, PACE International Union merged with 
the United Steelworkers of America to become 
the USW International Union, the largest in-
dustrial union in the nation. On March 1, 2006, 
he was installed as international vice president 
with responsibility for national paper bar-
gaining in the newly merged union. Mr. 
LaCosse retired from the USW on March 1, 
2008. 

Madam Speaker, Richard LaCosse has 
spent a career advocating for the rights of his 
colleagues. Dick’s years of service have no 
doubt made an impact on countless workers 
across the country. I ask that you and the en-
tire U.S. House of Representatives join me in 
honoring and thanking Richard LaCosse as he 
received a well-deserved induction into the 
Upper Peninsula Labor Hall of Fame. 
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