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In 1974, the Day Activity Center transitioned 

to providing services for adults after Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 passed 
and children at the center were able to go to 
school. Additionally, Mrs. Lonning started the 
Day Activity Center Auxiliary, a support group 
for the parents of the center’s participants, 
which still exists today. 

Mrs. Lonning served on the Senate Bill 40 
Committee to help approve a countrywide 
property tax to provide and fund services for 
people with development disabilities. In 1977, 
the committee’s efforts proved successful 
when the tax passed. Because of the Senate 
Bill 40’s passage, the Day Activity Center was 
able to expand and was later taken under the 
wings of Community Living, Inc., when it was 
incorporated in 1978. 

The center eventually began providing serv-
ice 5 days per week and hired more staff, in-
cluding special education teachers. In 1980, a 
second center was opened in O’Fallon. 

Mrs. Lonning served as Director of the Day 
Activity Centers, now known as Support Serv-
ices for Adults (SSA), until her retirement in 
1989. 

In her retirement, Mrs. Lonning has re-
mained active in championing those with dis-
abilities, serving for 3 years on the Handi-
capped Facilities Board, now the Develop-
mental Disabilities Resource Board, the entity 
that was created as a result of the Senate Bill 
40 tax. She also served for three terms on 
Community Living’s Board of Directors, serv-
ing as president, vice president, secretary, and 
as an executive committee member. 

Today I want to shine a spotlight on not only 
Mrs. Lonning’s great and many achievements, 
but also on the vital role that we all play in en-
suring that all children and particularly those 
with disabilities receive the best education 
possible. 

Mrs. Lonning believes firmly in providing 
quality services to people with disabilities 
throughout their lives, and today her vision 
has become a reality. Mrs. Lonning has said 
that she has always felt that God put her 
where he needed her to be. Furthermore, the 
motto from her alma mater, Pine Rest Nursing 
School, has guided her work throughout the 
years: ‘‘It’s only one life, it will soon be 
passed, only what’s done for Christ will last.’’ 

For these reasons, I am privileged to stand 
before this body and congratulate Mrs. 
Lonning on her receipt of this prestigious 
award. 

HONORING THE WORK OF THE 
SONOMA COUNTY MEDICAL AS-
SOCIATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 29, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today along with my colleague, Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON, to honor and acknowledge 
the Sonoma County Medical Association, 
SCMA. The SCMA will celebrate its 150th an-
niversary on November 11, 2008. 

Recently discovered documents place the 
first call to organize the forerunner to the 
SCMA on April 10, 1858, with the creation of 
a constitution and by-laws. The group went 
through at least two subsequent reorganiza-
tions, the latter being in 1888, which had long 
been considered by medical historians to be 
the original founding date of the organization. 

From 1888 to 1910 the Sonoma County 
Medical Society, as it was then called, held 
monthly meetings around such topics as ‘‘The 
Emotions in Their Relationship to Disease’’ 
and ‘‘Bubonic Plague: Keeping it Out of 
Sonoma County.’’ In 1906, the association 
elected its first woman president, Dr. Anabel 
Stuart. During both World Wars, 29 percent of 
the medical society’s membership served our 
country in uniform. 

Since 1951, the SCMA has had only 5 full- 
time administrators or executive directors. Jo-
sephine Quayle served as ‘‘general helper’’ 
until her retirement in 1963. She was suc-
ceeded by Norman Brown, who served from 
1960 to 1982. Roger Brown served from 1983 
to 1989, followed by Tom Wagner from 1989 
to 2000 and Cynthia Melody from 2000 to the 
present. 

Over the years, the SCMA has made nu-
merous contributions to the health of Sonoma 
County. In 1962, the SCMA coordinated a 
‘‘Knock Out Polio’’ campaign that resulted in 
92.3 percent of the county’s population being 
immunized. From the mid-1970s to the late 
1990s, the SCMA created several other affili-
ated companies that helped increase medical 
services to county residents, including the 
Specialty Physicians Association and the Chil-
dren’s Health Network. And, in 2000, the 
SCMA returned to its roots as a selfsustaining, 
non-profit county medical association sup-
porting physicians and their efforts to enhance 
the health of the community. 

Madam Speaker, the SMCA has a long his-
tory of assisting physicians practicing in 
Sonoma County and of preserving the well 
being of county residents. It is appropriate that 
we honor this distinguished organization and 
its members for their past accomplishments 
and wish them well as they continue to work 
on behalf of the physicians and residents of 
Sonoma County. 

COMMENDING THE GALVESTON 
DAILY NEWS 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
commend a very determined newspaper in my 
district, the unsinkable Galveston Daily News. 
The stories of Hurricane Ike continue to be 
told as the area begins to recover, but the 
Galveston Daily News never stopped their re-
porting in the midst of this deadly storm. I am 
told the entire roof of their building was blown 
away, flooding the interior, leaving them with 
no equipment except a single working cell 
phone, and still, they missed not one single 
issue. With cooperation from other area pa-
pers, the Herald Zeitung in New Braunfels for 
layout and the Victoria Advocate for printing, 
every single issue promised readers will be 
available to them, even if some homes have 
been impossible to deliver to. I am also told 
that many reporters and employees of the 
paper endured heavy personal losses. They 
obviously consider their roles as communica-
tors within and for the community of Galveston 
not as a mere job, but as a personal calling. 
It is devoted Texans and Americans like those 
at the Galveston Daily News that make this 
country work, and I applaud them. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Sep-
tember 30, 2008 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 
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