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The victim was hit once in the head 
and recalls little else, the police said. 
A passerby reportedly found the victim 
unconscious on the sidewalk and called 
police. The victim was taken by ambu-
lance to Maine Medical Center where 
he was admitted for treatment of a 
head injury. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Matthew Shepard Act is a 
symbol that can become substance. I 
believe that by passing this legislation 
and changing current law, we can 
change hearts and minds as well. 
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INCREASED BRAIN ANEURYSM 
AWARENESS 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I would 
like to take a moment to discuss an 
important medical condition that, in 
my opinion, is in need of increased at-
tention. Brain aneurysm is defined by 
the National Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke, NINDS, as, ‘‘the 
dilation, bulging, or ballooning-out of 
part of the wall of an artery in the 
brain.’’ Nationwide, there are 27,000 pa-
tients who each year have a ruptured 
aneurysm. But an estimated 6 million 
Americans currently live with an 
unruptured brain aneurysm. In Massa-
chusetts alone, more than 1,000 cases of 
brain aneurysm are treated annually. 
With few symptoms, brain aneurysm is 
a condition that can strike without 
warning and have a devastating impact 
on individual lives and families in our 
country and abroad. 

I applaud the efforts of the medical 
profession, research institutes such as 
the National Inistututes of Health, 
NIH, and nonprofit organizations and 
groups such as the Brain Aneurysm 
Foundation who work tirelessly to 
combat brain aneurysm. Such work is 
critical to increasing the medical re-
search and education that will lead to 
breakthroughs in the diagnosis and 
treatment of this devastating condi-
tion. 

During the month of September, con-
ferences and meetings are taking place 
across the country to raise brain aneu-
rysm awareness. I want to recognize 
Massachusetts as one of several States 
which have declared the month of Sep-
tember as ‘‘Brain Aneurysm Awareness 
Month.’’ Such declarations show that 
States across the country understand 
the importance of raising awareness of 
this condition and are taking the time 
to highlight the need for additional 
education. I support these efforts and 
look forward to Congress working in a 
similar fashion in the near future. 
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WORKFORCE POLICY 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise to 
thank Senator MURRAY. As chairman 
of the HELP Subcommittee on Em-
ployment and Workplace Safety, she 

works hard and effectively to protect 
workers and to champion skills devel-
opment and employment services to 
help adults and dislocated workers and 
at-risk youth succeed in this highly 
competitive economy. I am proud to 
serve on this subcommittee. I thank 
Senator MURRAY for her leadership in 
introducting the Promoting Innova-
tions to 21st Century Careers Act that 
will help young adults transition from 
high school to postsecondary edu-
cation, including registered apprentice-
ship, and to the high skill jobs of the 
future. I am proud to cosponsor this 
legislation. 

Mrs. MURRAY. I thank the Senator. 
I appreciate the Senator’s work on 
skills-training issues, and I am proud 
to cosponsor his legislation entitled, 
‘‘Strengthening Employment Clusters 
to Organize Regional Success—SEC-
TORS—Act.’’ Partnerships organized 
by industry sectors are an effective 
strategy to connect workers with 
thriving industries such as health care, 
emerging and transitioning industries 
like the energy industry, and manufac-
turing, which are vital to both the 
Ohio and Washington State economies. 
The strategies of both Promoting Inno-
vations to 21st Century Careers Act 
and SECTORS Act are effective be-
cause they bring together the key 
stakeholders, including business, labor 
organizations, education at various 
levels, workforce boards, economic de-
velopment entities, and other commu-
nity organizations. 

Mr. BROWN. I thank the Senator for 
highlighting local workforce boards as 
a key stakeholder in sector partner-
ships. It has been brought to my atten-
tion that we can further clarify that 
the SECTORS Act specifies the connec-
tion to local workforce boards. It is the 
intent for this legislation to acknowl-
edge our local Ohio workforce boards 
and other regional and local workforce 
boards as key stakeholders in any in-
dustry sector strategy, something that 
is important to champions of good 
workforce policy. 

Mrs. MURRAY. I thank the Senator 
for clarifying that point. The SEC-
TORS Act models itself after many 
successful industry sector partnerships 
in our home States of Washington and 
Ohio, and elsewhere, such as Pennsyl-
vania and Wisconsin. I look forward to 
continuing to work with the Senator to 
develop innovative workforce policies 
and programs that help our workers 
and communities stay competitive in 
this knowledge-based, technology-ad-
vanced, global economy. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

CAPTAIN BENEDICT SMITH 
Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I 

rise today to honor the life and sac-
rifice of CPT Benedict Smith, who will 
forever be a hometown hero of Monroe 
City, MO. 

On Saturday, October 4, 2008, the citi-
zens of Monroe City will gather at its 
local community airfield and name it 
in memory of Ben, who lost his life on 
November 7, 2003, when, while piloting 
a U.S. Army Blackhawk helicopter 
near Tikrit, Iraq, he was shot down. 

In a famous speech given by General 
Douglas MacArthur before the West 
Point Corps of Cadets on May 12, 1962, 
MacArthur exclaimed: 

Duty, Honor, Country: Those three hal-
lowed words reverently dictate what you 
ought to be, what you can be, what you will 
be. They are your rallying points: to build 
courage when courage seems to fail; to re-
gain faith when there seems to be little 
cause for faith; to create hope when hope be-
comes forlorn. 

Ben Smith, a 1999 graduate of the 
United States Military Academy, was 
what MacArthur envisioned—he did 
not just live ‘‘Duty, Honor, Country,’’ 
he was ‘‘Duty, Honor, Country.’’ He 
lived a life marked by a duty to serve 
a higher cause; he did so with impec-
cable honor; and, finally, he committed 
and ultimately sacrificed his life for 
his beloved country. Today, I humbly 
honor Ben and his family. 

But saying that Ben served and sac-
rificed would only be telling part of his 
story, because Ben was more than a 
great man, he was also a lot of fun. I 
recently heard a story from one of 
Ben’s West Point classmates that dem-
onstrates Ben’s wise guy attitude. In 
the spring of 1999 the senior cadets 
were brought together for a lecture. Of-
ficers from an Army unit that had re-
cently returned from overseas deploy-
ment were to talk to the cadets about 
the challenges they would soon face as 
new second lieutenants in the U.S. 
Army. During a question and answer 
period Ben rose and boldly asked: 

Sir, I was wondering, in the Army, will we 
be able to take the afternoon naps we have 
grown accustomed to here at West Point? 

A roar of laughter followed. Ben 
Smith was brave well before his time 
and exhibited more than a healthy dose 
of a Missourians swagger. 

Ben went on to become a helicopter 
pilot and soon joined the esteemed 
‘‘Screaming Eagles’’ of the 101st Air-
borne Division. He would marry a fel-
low helicopter pilot, Maggie, in Decem-
ber 2002, and both would soon find 
themselves deployed to Iraq. 

Ben, tragically, made the ultimate 
sacrifice for his country on this tour of 
duty. He would be received home by his 
family in Monroe City where an entire 
town rallied to honor its fallen hero 
and to support Ben’s loved ones. One 
military service member who attended 
Ben’s funeral later wrote: 

The people of Monroe City, MO are truly 
what a community should be modeled after. 
You, your family and the people of Monroe 
City are and will always be true heroes. 

I am proud of Ben Smith, of his fam-
ily and of his many friends. I am also 
proud of Monroe City, which has so 
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