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Harkin grants for Iowa public schools. 
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the 
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive 
these grants for a range of renovation 
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire safety systems to building 
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal 
funding is used to leverage public and/ 
or private local funding, so it often has 
a tremendous multiplier effect in a 
local school district. 

The Rock Valley Community School 
District received a 2005 Harkin grant 
totaling $500,000 which it used to help 
build a new elementary school which 
includes classroom space for pre-kin-
dergarten students and a new library 
for the school district. The district also 
renovated space in the high school to 
provide classrooms for the middle 
school. This school is a modern, state- 
of-the-art facility that benefits the 
educational ambitions and excellence 
of this school district. Indeed, it is the 
kind of school facility that every child 
in America deserves. 

Excellent schools do not just pop up 
like mushrooms after a rain. They are 
the product of vision, leadership, per-
sistence, and a tremendous amount of 
collaboration among local officials and 
concerned citizens. I salute the entire 
staff, administration, and governance 
in the Rock Valley Community School 
District. In particular, I would like to 
recognize the leadership of the board of 
education—president Al Vermeer, vice 
president Mary Pat Miller, Scott 
Kooima, Terry Van Maanen and James 
Van Veldhuizen and former board 
members Kevin Boeve, Gary Miller and 
Brian Nelsen. I would also like to rec-
ognize superintendent Dennis Mozer, 
high school principal Dave Meylink, el-
ementary school principal Don 
Ortman, business manager Randy Tay-
lor and the many volunteers and lead-
ers of the community group which sup-
ported the bond referendum including 
Cal De Ruyter, Chris Godfredsen, Scott 
and Ericka Van Kekerix, Terry and Sue 
Van Maanen, Earl De Bey, Brian and 
Kris Vande Hoef, Kathleen Jespersen, 
Chuck Hoogeveen and Darlene Westra. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the Harkin school grant program in 
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that 
many thousands of school buildings 
and facilities across the United States 
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone, 
according to a recent study, some 79 
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is 
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50 
years. 

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming 
sports arenas on weekends, but during 
the week go to school in rundown or 
antiquated facilities. This sends ex-

actly the wrong message to our young 
people about our priorities. We have to 
do better. 

That is why I am deeply grateful to 
the professionals and parents in the 
Rock Valley Community School Dis-
trict. There is no question that a qual-
ity public education for every child is a 
top priority in that community. I sa-
lute them, and wish them a very suc-
cessful new school year.∑ 

f 

WEST LIBERTY COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa 
and across the United States, a new 
school year has begun. As you know, 
Iowa public schools have an excellent 
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation. 

I would like to take just a few min-
utes today to salute the dedicated 
teachers, administrators, and school 
board members in the West Liberty 
Community School District, and to re-
port on their participation in a unique 
federal partnership to repair and mod-
ernize school facilities. 

This fall marks the 10th year of the 
Iowa Demonstration Construction 
Grant Program. That is its formal 
name, but it is better known among 
educators in Iowa as the program of 
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools. 
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the 
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive 
these grants for a range of renovation 
and repair efforts, everything from up-
dating fire safety systems to building 
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal 
funding is used to leverage public and/ 
or private local funding, so it often has 
a tremendous multiplier effect in a 
local school district. 

The school district received a 2001 
Harkin grant totaling $500,000 with ad-
ditional funding from a bond ref-
erendum, local option sales tax and a 
donation from the West Liberty School 
Foundation which was used for the 
construction a new high school. A 2002 
grant for $342,000 was used for the con-
struction of the vocational agriculture 
greenhouse located at the high school. 
This school is the modern, state-of-the- 
art facility that befits the educational 
ambitions and excellence of this school 
district. Indeed, it is the kind of school 
facility that every child in America de-
serves. 

Excellent schools do not just pop up 
like mushrooms after a rain. They are 
the product of vision, leadership, per-
sistence, and a tremendous amount of 
collaboration among local officials and 
concerned citizens. I salute the entire 
staff, administration, and governance 
in the West Liberty Community School 
District. In particular, I would like to 
recognize the leadership of the Board of 

Education, Mike Duytschaver, Pris-
cilla Haessig, Claire LeMay, Kevin 
Minor and Tim Buysse and former 
board members Bill Laughlin, Missy 
Johnson, Scott Harvey, Fay Cline, 
Karen Lathrop, and Joe Stiff. I would 
also like to recognize superintendent 
Robert Mata, former superintendent 
Rebecca Rodocker, principal Jim Ham-
ilton, and staff members including Tom 
Anderson, Harry Christofferson and 
Richard Brand. 

The new high school was the result of 
the dedicated community leadership of 
Ken Morrison, Bill Cline, Jerry Ander-
son, Joyce Gauger, Jim Keele, Bob 
Owen, Geri Owen, Melody Henderson, 
Tesla Graham, Darren Brooke, Lori 
Brooke, Mark Johnson, Jan Fulwider, 
Lyle Zimmerman, Betty Zimmerman, 
and Bob Cline and the West Liberty 
School Foundation whose members in-
cluded Tim Schneider, Linda Riley, 
Barb Keele, Bill Koellner, Mary 
Larson, and Jerry Melick. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the Harkin School Grant program in 
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that 
many thousands of school buildings 
and facilities across the United States 
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone, 
according to a recent study, some 79 
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is 
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50 
years. 

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming 
sports arenas on weekends but during 
the week go to school in rundown or 
antiquated facilities. This sends ex-
actly the wrong message to our young 
people about our priorities. We have to 
do better. 

That is why I am deeply grateful to 
the professionals and parents in the 
West Liberty Community School Dis-
trict. There is no question that a qual-
ity public education for every child is a 
top priority in that community. I sa-
lute them and wish them a very suc-
cessful new school year.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAROL SCHEMAN 
∑ Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize a great American who has 
honorably served our country through 
her role at Uniformed Services Univer-
sity, USU. 

In January 2006, Ms. Scheman began 
her service at USU. Prior to assuming 
the vice presidency of External Affairs 
at USU, she was vice president for gov-
ernment, community and public affairs 
at the University of Pennsylvania for 
11 years. Before serving at University 
of Pennsylvania, Ms. Scheman was the 
deputy commissioner of external af-
fairs at the Food and Drug Administra-
tion. She also served as vice president 
and director of Federal relations for 
the Association of American Univer-
sities before working for the FDA. 
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During her time at USU, Ms. 

Scheman has helped create the univer-
sity’s first Office of External Affairs 
bringing together the university’s var-
ious units that deal with its external 
communities including media out-
reach/public affairs, alumni affairs, 
board of regents support, publications, 
Web site oversight, and associated vis-
ual, photo/videographic, graphic serv-
ices, protocol and events, including 
commencement, and government and 
community affairs. Her team developed 
the university’s first unified branding 
initiative that created the content for 
a campaign to clearly describe the uni-
versity to a wide variety of audiences. 
Under her skillful leadership, USU pro-
duced its first annual report, calendar, 
combined university catalog and inter-
nal newsletter; launched a new Web 
site, and created a large variety of 
multimedia products designed to in-
crease the university’s visibility. These 
various products are part of ongoing ef-
forts to reflect coherent, accurate, and 
accessible information about the uni-
versity to the general public, prospec-
tive students, faculty, local commu-
nities, Congress, and the media. 

She also served as acting executive 
secretary to the university’s board of 
regents and supported efforts to in-
crease communication with the board 
and ensure a seamless transition for 
new board members. The Office of Ex-
ternal Affairs has developed into an 
interdisciplinary team that continues 
to develop innovative and creative 
ways to portray this unique institution 
to a wide variety of constituencies. 

Ms. Scheman worked closely with 
DOD’s Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Health Affairs on public relations 
outreach, with the relevant congres-
sional committees on issues vital to 
the university’s continued growth, 
with academic and scientific societies 
and associations and local and state 
government officials on ‘‘town-grown’’ 
issues, especially as the relate to the 
base realignment and closure/integra-
tion process. She was instrumental in 
developing new relationships with local 
and national media and in developing 
new innovative opportunities for the 
university to reach a broader audience 
in order to increase the general knowl-
edge and understanding of this aca-
demic health center’s unique role in 
health professions education. 

We wish Ms. Scheman the best of 
luck on her new role as senior vice 
president for external affairs at North-
eastern University in Boston, MA.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting a nomination which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs. 

(The nomination received today is 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING RECESS 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of January 3, 2008, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on September 29, 
2008, during the recess of the Senate, 
received a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker pro tempore (Mr. HOYER) had 
signed the following enrolled bills: 

S. 2162. An act to improve the treatment 
and services provided by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to veterans with post-trau-
matic stress disorder and substance use dis-
orders, and for other purposes. 

S. 2840. An act to establish a liaison with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 
United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services to expedite naturalization applica-
tions filed by members of the Armed Forces 
and to establish a deadline for processing 
such applications. 

S. 2982. An act to amend the Runaway and 
Homeless Youth Act to authorize appropria-
tions, and for other purposes. 

S. 3597. An act to provide that funds allo-
cated for community food projects for fiscal 
year 2008 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2009. 

H.R. 1157. An act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize the Director 
of the National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences to make grants for the de-
velopment and operation of research centers 
regarding environmental factors that may be 
related to the etiology of breast cancer. 

H.R. 1777. An act to amend the Improving 
America’s Schools Act of 1994 to make per-
manent the favorable treatment of need- 
based educational aid under the antitrust 
laws. 

H.R. 5057. An act to reauthorize the Debbie 
Smith DNA Backlog Grant Program, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 5571. An act to extend for 5 years the 
program relating to waiver of the foreign 
country residence requirement with respect 
to international medical graduates, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 6460. An act to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to provide for 
the remediation of sediment contamination 
in areas of concern, and for other purposes 

H.R. 6946. An act to make a technical cor-
rection in the NET 911 Improvement Act of 
2008. 

The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed during the session of the Senate 
by the President pro tempore (Mr. 
BYRD). 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 10:02 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 

Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4131. An act to designate a portion of 
California State Route 91 located in Los An-
geles County, California, as the ‘‘Juanita 
Millender-McDonald Highway’’. 

H.R. 6600. An act to amend title II of the 
Social Security Act to prohibit the inclusion 
of Social Security account numbers on Medi-
care cards. 

H.R. 6669. An act to provide that claims of 
the United States to certain documents re-
lating to Franklin Delano Roosevelt shall be 
treated as waived and relinquished in certain 
circumstances. 

H.R. 7017. An act to amend Public Law 100– 
573 to extend the authorization of the Dela-
ware Water Gap National Recreation Area 
Citizen Advisory Commission. 

H.R. 7175. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to improve the section 7(a) lending 
program, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7198. An act to establish the Steph-
anie Tubbs Jones Gift of Life Medal for 
organ donors and the family of organ donors. 

H.R. 7216. An act to amend section 3328 of 
title 5, United States Code, relating to Selec-
tive Service registration. 

H.R. 7217. An act to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to enhance authorities with re-
gard to real property that has yet to be re-
ported excess, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7222. An act to extend the Andean 
Trade Preference Act, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, 
without amendment: 

S. 1276. An act to facilitate the creation of 
methamphetamine precursor electronic log-
book systems, and for other purposes. 

S. 1582. An act to reauthorize and amend 
the Hydrographic Services Improvement 
Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 2304. An act to amend title I of the Om-
nibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to provide grants for the improved men-
tal health treatment and services provided 
to offenders with mental illnesses, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3128. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to provide a loan to the White 
Mountain Apache Tribe for use in planning, 
engineering, and designing a certain water 
system project. 

S. 3296. An act to extend the authority of 
the United States Supreme Court Police to 
protect court officials off the Supreme Court 
Grounds and change the title of the Adminis-
trative Assistant to the Chief Justice. 

S. 3536. An act to amend section 5402 of 
title 39, United States Code, to modify the 
authority relating to United States Postal 
Service air transportation contracts, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3550. An act to designate a portion of the 
Rappahannock River in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia as the ‘‘John W. Warner Rapids’’. 

S. 3598. An act to amend titles 46 and 18, 
United States Code, with respect to the oper-
ation of submersible vessels and semi-sub-
mersible vessels without nationality. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, with amendments, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

S. 1193. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to take into trust 2 parcels of 
Federal land for the benefit of certain Indian 
Pueblos in the State of New Mexico. 
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